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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5208

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmittee on Environmental Quality & Water Resources
(originally sponsored by Senators Rasnussen, Stevens, T. Shel don and
Mor t on)

Read first tinme 03/03/99.

AN ACT Relating to specialty fertilizer |abeling | anguage; anmendi ng
RCW 15. 54. 340; creating new sections; providing an effective date; and
decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. It isthe intent of the |l egislature that the
| abeling requirements for specialty fertilizer products sold in
Washi ngton state not be so restrictive as to inhibit the sales of such
products either intrastate or interstate.

Sec. 2. RCW15.54.340 and 1998 ¢ 36 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Any comercial fertilizer distributed in this state shall,
except as provided in subsection (5) of this section, have placed on or

affi xed to the package a | abel setting forth in clearly |egible and
conspi cuous formthe foll ow ng information:

(a) The net weight;

(b) The product nane, brand, and grade. The grade is not required
if no primary nutrients are cl ai ned;

(c) The guaranteed anal ysis;
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(d) The nane and address of the registrant or |icensee. The nane
and address of the manufacturer, if different fromthe registrant or
i censee, may al so be st at ed;

(e) Any information required under WAC 296- 62- 054;

(f) At a mnimumthe follow ng | abeling statenment: "This product
has been registered with the Wshington State Departnent of
Agricul ture. Wen applied as directed, this fertilizer neets the
Washi ngt on st andards for arsenic, cadm um cobalt, nmercury, nol ybdenum
| ead, nickel, selenium and zinc. You have the right to receive
specific informati on about Washi ngton standards fromthe di stributor of
this product."”;

(90 ((AHter—3uly—3—1999)) The label nust also state
"Information recei ved by the Washi ngton St ate Departnent of Agriculture
regardi ng the conponents in this product is available on the internet
at http://ww. wa. gov/agr/((-))"; and

(h) Oher information as required by the departnent by rule.

(2) If acomrercial fertilizer is distributedin bulk, awitten or
printed statenment of the information required by subsection (1) of this
section shall acconpany delivery and be supplied to the purchaser at
the tinme of delivery.

(3) Each delivery of a custoner-fornula fertilizer shall be subject
to containing those ingredients specified by the purchaser, which
i ngredi ents shall be shown on the statenent or invoice with the anount
contained therein, and a record of all invoices of custoner-fornula
grade m xes shall be kept by the registrant or |icensee for a period of
twel ve nonths and shall be available to the departnent upon request:
PROVI DED, That each such delivery shall be acconpanied by either a
statenment, invoice, a delivery slip, or a label if bagged, containing
the followng information: The net weight; the brand; the guaranteed
anal ysis which may be stated to the nearest tenth of a percent or to
t he next | ower whol e nunber; the nanme and address of the registrant or
licensee, or manufacturer, or both; and the nanme and address of the
pur chaser.

(4) Any person who distributes a commercial fertilizer in this
state shall make available to the purchaser on request, a copy of
standards for netals established i n RCW 15. 54. 800.

(5)(a) Speciality fertilizers are exenpt from the requirenents
under subsection (1)(f) and (g) of this section if the retailer of the
product nmakes available substantially simlar information, in a manner
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and form as approved by the departnent, to the consuners of such
products, including products shipped directly to consuners within the
state.

(b) Retailers who provide notice to consuners in conpliance with
this subsection (5) shall not be subject to the provisions of RCW
15.54.440 for failure to neet the requirenents under subsection (1) (f)
and (g) of this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The departnent of agriculture shall review
the requirenents inposed on the retailers of speciality fertilizers
under RCW 15.54.340(5) to determ ne whether the legislature should
repeal the requirenents and fully exenpt speciality fertilizer products
from the | abeling requirenents of RCW 15.54.340(1) (f) and (Q). I n
conducting the study the departnent shall consider the benefit to the
consuners and the inposition to the retailer and producers of
speciality fertilizers in terns of the cost of materials and | abor
necessary to conply with the statute. The departnent shall report its
findings to the governor and | egislature by Novenber 15, 2001.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
July 1, 1999.

~-- END ---
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