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S-0535.1

SENATE BI LL 5228

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Kohl-Wlles, Patterson and Thi baudeau

Read first tine 01/18/1999. Referred to Conmmittee on Health &
Long- Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to the health effects of noise; creating new
sections; and nmaki ng an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) Hgh levels of anmbient noise may cause adverse auditory and
nonaudi tory effects, including hearing |oss, comunication and sl eep
di sturbance, increasing stress levels, and adversely inpacting
cardi ovascul ar and endocri ne systens;

(b) Noise inpacts are a function not only of the | evel of sound but
the duration of exposure to high |l evels of sound and the distance from
t he noi se source;

(c) Research indicates that, for exanple, exposure to noise of
ni nety deci bels or nore for eight hours may cause damage, and exposure
to one hundred five-deci bel noise for an hour or nore may cause damage;

(d) The deci bel |evels of common sources of noise include:

(i) Jet take-off (one hundred thirty decibel s);

(1i) Fireworks (one hundred thirty decibels);

(ti1) Amplified rock nmusic (one hundred twenty deci bel s);

(iv) Jackhamrer (one hundred twenty deci bel s);
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(v) Chain saw (one hundred deci bel s);

(vi) Lawnnower (eighty-five to one hundred deci bel s);

(vii) Seaplane (eighty to one hundred ten deci bel s);

(viii) Drt bike (ninety-five decibels); and

(ix) Portable stereo (ninety-five decibels);

(e) Wth increasing population and increasing sources of noise,
nmore Washi ngtonians are exposed for |onger periods to high noise
| evel s;

(f) The scientific research into the health effects of noise
exposure has advanced greatly in the recent past and state and | ocal
prograns should be reviewed in light of this research; and

(g) The state noise program including technical assistance to
i npl enenting | ocal governnents, has not been conprehensively reviewed
since its initiation nearly twenty-five years ago.

(2) Therefore the legislature intends by this act to authorize a
conpr ehensi ve review of current federal research studies on the health
ef fects of noise and a review of current state and | ocal noi se prograns
in order to provide greater wunderstanding of opportunities to
strengt hen such prograns as well as further public education regarding
the health effects of noise.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. By January 1, 2000, the departnent of health
with the guidance of the board of health shall provide to the
appropriate commttees of the senate and the house of representatives
an assessnent of the health effects of noise and recommendations for
reduci ng such effects. The study shall include:

(1) Areview of the literature on the effects of noise, with an
enphasi s upon nore contenporary research conpleted in the previous two
decades, subsequent to the authorization of the state’ s noi se control
program in 1974. The review shall include review of the research
findings on direct auditory effects, as well as nonauditory effects
such as sl eep and conmmuni cati on di sturbance, and stress effects;

(2) An assessnment of the principal noise sources in \Washington
communities and trends in cunulative noise levels in representative
ur ban, suburban, and rural areas;

(3) Areviewof the current noise control prograns at the state and
| ocal level, including public education and conpliance activities;

(4) A review of federal noise control |laws and progranms and
regul atory subjects preenpted by federal |aws;
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(5) A review of existing studies concerning whether disadvantaged
groups have a disproportionately higher exposure to unhealthy noise
| evel s; and

(6) Recommendations for inproving state and |ocal noise contro
prograns to address the health effects identified and for nore
effective admnistration of existing prograns, including state
financial and technical assistance to |ocal governnents.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) In conducting the noise study required
by section 2 of this act, the departnent of health shall form an
advi sory comm ttee i ncludi ng representatives of comrunity organi zati ons
concerned with noise, industries characterized by high noise |evels,
motorized vehicle manufacturers, transportation facilities, and
scientific research interests. The departnent may retain i ndependent
consultants for technical elenents of health effects anal yses.

(2) The departnment shall provide for public participation in the
devel opment of the report, including one or nore public foruns and the
provi sion of an opportunity for public review and conment upon a draft
report.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The sumof forty-five thousand dollars, or
as nmuch thereof as nay be necessary, is appropriated for the fisca
year ending June 30, 2000, fromthe general fund to the departnent of
health for the purposes of this act. The departnment may contract with
another entity to conplete portions of the study provisions in this
act, but any contract may not allowgreater than twenty-five percent of
the total contract anmount for indirect costs.

~-- END ---

p. 3 SB 5228



