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SENATE BI LL 5236

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Hargrove, Long, Horn, Haugen, Zarelli, Stevens, Kline,
Gardner, MCaslin, Franklin, Roach, Thi baudeau, Rossi, Cke, Wnsl ey,
Costa and Benton; by request of Departnment of Corrections

Read first tine 01/18/1999. Referred to Commttee on Human Servi ces &
Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to retention of records pertaining to sexually
vi ol ent of fenses; and anmendi ng RCW 40. 14. 060 and 40. 14. 070.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW40.14.060 and 1982 ¢ 36 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Any destruction of official public records shall be pursuant to
a schedul e approved under RCW40. 14. 050. O ficial public records shall
not be destroyed unl ess:

(a) Except as provided under RCW 40.14.070(2)(b), the records are
six or nore years old;

(b) The departnent of origin of the records has nmade a satisfactory
showng to the state records commttee that the retention of the
records for a mnimm of six years 1is both wunnecessary and
uneconom cal, particularly if l|esser federal retention periods for
records generated by the state under federal progranms have been
establ i shed; or

(c) The originals of official public records |ess than six years
ol d have been copi ed or reproduced by any phot ographi c or other process
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approved by the state archivist which accurately reproduces or forns a
durabl e nedium for so reproducing the original.

(2) Any lesser term of retention than six years nust have the
addi tional approval of the director of financial nmanagenent, the state
auditor and the attorney general, except when records have federa
retention guidelines the state records conmttee nay adjust the
retention period accordingly. An autonmatic reduction of retention
periods fromseven to six years for official public records on record
retention schedul es existing on June 10, 1982, shall not be nade, but
the sane shall be reviewed individually by the state records comnmttee
for approval or disapproval of the change to a retention period of six
years.

Recommendati ons for the destruction or disposition of office files
and menor anda shall be submtted to the records comm ttee upon approved
forms prepared by the records officer of the agency concerned and the
archivist. The commttee shall determ ne the period of tinme that any
office file or nmenorandum shall be preserved and may authorize the
division of archives and records managenent to arrange for its
destruction or disposition.

Sec. 2. RCW40.14.070 and 1995 ¢ 301 s 71 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) (a) County, municipal, and other |ocal governnment agencies my
request authority to destroy noncurrent public records having no
further admnistrative or |egal value by submtting to the division of
ar chi ves and records managenent |lists of such records on forns prepared
by the division. The archivist, a representative appointed by the
state auditor, and a representative appointed by the attorney general
shall constitute a commttee, known as the |ocal records commttee,
whi ch shall review such lists and which may veto the destruction of any
or all itens contained therein.

(b) A local governnent agency, as an alternative to submtting
lists, may elect to establish a records control program based on
recurring disposition schedul es recommended by the agency to the | ocal
records commttee. The schedules are to be submtted on forns provi ded
by the division of archives and records managenent to the | ocal records
commttee, which may either veto, approve, or anmend the schedule
Approval of such schedule or anended schedule shall be by unani nous
vote of the | ocal records commttee. Upon such approval, the schedul e
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shal|l constitute authority for the |ocal governnent agency to destroy
the records listed thereon, after the required retention period, on a
recurring basis until the schedule is either amended or revised by the
comm ttee.

(2) (a) Except as otherw se provided by I aw, no public records shal
be destroyed until approved for destruction by the |ocal records
commttee. Oficial public records shall not be destroyed unless:

((2)) (i) The records are six or nore years ol d;

((2)) (ii) The departnment of origin of the records has nade a
sati sfactory showng to the state records commttee that the retention
of the records for a mninmum of six years is both unnecessary and
uneconom cal, particularly where | esser federal retention periods for
records generated by the state under federal progranms have been
establ i shed; or

((3y)) (i) The originals of official public records |less than
six years old have been copied or reproduced by any photographic,
photostatic, mcrofilm mniature photographic, or other process
approved by the state archivist which accurately reproduces or fornms a
durabl e nmedium for so reproducing the original.

An automatic reduction of retention periods fromseven to six years
for official public records on record retention schedul es existing on
June 10, 1982, shall not be made, but the same shall be reviewed
individually by the | ocal records commttee for approval or di sapproval
of the change to a retention period of six years.

The state archivist may furnish appropriate information,
suggestions, and guidelines to |ocal governnment agencies for their

assistance in the preparation of l|ists and schedules or any other
matter relating to the retention, preservation, or destruction of
records under this chapter. The local records commttee may adopt

appropriate regul ati ons establishing procedures to be followed in such
matters.

Records of county, municipal, or other |ocal governnent agencies,
designated by the archivist as of primarily historical interest, may be
transferred to a recogni zed depository agency.

(b) Records of investigative reports prepared by any state, county,
muni cipal, or other |aw enforcenent agency pertaining to a sexually
violent offense as defined by RCW 71.09.020 shall not be destroyed.
Records under this subsection (2)(b) that are not required in the
current operation of the | aw enforcenent agency or for pending judicial
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proceedings shall be transferred to the Washington association of

sheriffs and police chiefs for pernmanent retention following the

expiration of the applicable schedule of the | aw enforcenent agency’s

retenti on of the records.

--- END ---
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