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SENATE BI LL 5255

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Jacobsen, ke, Rasnussen and Fi nkbeiner; by request of
Departnent of Fish and Wldlife

Read first tinme 01/18/1999. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resources, Parks & Recreation

AN ACT Rel ating to the Washi ngton conservati on corps; anendi ng RCW
43. 220. 020, 43.220. 030, 43.220. 040, 43.220. 060, 43.220.070, 43.220. 120,
and 43.220.230; repealing RCW 43.220.050, 43.220.220, 43.220. 240,
43.131. 383, 43.131.384, and 43. 220. 150; and decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 43. 220. 020 and 1994 ¢ 264 s 32 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The Washington conservation corps is hereby created, to be
inplemented by the following state departnents: The enpl oynent
security departnent, the departnment of ecol ogy, the departnent of fish

and wildlife, the departnment of natural resources, ((thedepartrent—of
agreulture;-)) and the state parks and recreation conmm ssion.

Sec. 2. RCW43.220.030 and 1987 ¢ 367 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

Program goal s of the Washi ngton conservation corps include:

(1) Conservation, rehabilitation, and enhancenent of the state’'s
natural, historic, environnental, and recreational resources wth

p. 1 SB 5255



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

N NN NRRRRRRRRPR PR
W N R O O oo N O D WOWDN - O

24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

enphasis given to projects which address the follow ng state-w de
priorities:

(a) Tinber, fish and wildlife managenent pl an;

(b) Wat ershed managenent pl an;

(c) ((23989—~centenntal—celebration—and)) Eco-tourism and heritage
tourism

(d) ((Puget—Seund)) State-wi de water quality;

(e) United States-Canada fisheries treaty;

(f) Public access to and environnental education about stewardship

of natural resources ((through—reereat+onal—factHHti+es)) on state

ands;
(g) Recreational trails;
(h) Salnobn recovery and volunteer initiatives;
(2) Devel opnent of the state’s youth resources through neani ngf ul
wor kK experi ences;
(3) Making outdoor and historic resources of the state avail able
for public enjoynent;
(4) Teaching of the workings of natural, environnmental, and
bi ol ogi cal systens, as well as basic enploynent skills;
(5) Assisting agencies in carrying out statutory assignnents with
limted funding resources; and
(6) Providing needed public services in both urban and rural
settings with enphasis in a distressed area or areas.

Sec. 3. RCWA43. 220. 040 and 1987 ¢ 367 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Public lands" neans any | ands or waters, or interests therein,
owned or adm nistered by any agency or instrunentality of the state,
federal, or |ocal governnent.

(2) "Corps" nmeans the Washi ngton conservati on corps.

(3) "Corps nenber” neans an individual enrolled in the Washi ngton
conservation corps.

(4) "Corps nenber |eaders" or "specialists" neans nenbers of the
corps who serve in |eadership or training capacities or who provide
speci ali zed services other than or in addition to the types of work and
services that are perfornmed by the corps nenbers in general
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(5) "Council"™ nmeans the Washi ngt on conservati on corps coordi nating
counci |l .

(6) "Crew supervisor" neans tenporary, project, or permanent state
enpl oyees who supervise corps nenbers and coordinate work project
design and conpl etion.

(7) "Distressed area" has the neaning as defined in RCW43. 168. 020.

Sec. 4. RCW 43.220.060 and 1987 c 505 s 44 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Each state departnment identified in RCW43.220.020 shall have
the followi ng powers and duties to carry out its functions relative to
t he Washi ngton conservati on corps:

(a) Recruiting and enploying staff ((and)), corps nenbers, corps
menber | eaders, and specialists;

{€))) Executing agreenents for furnishing the services of the
( (erployrent—econservation—progran)) corps to carry out conservation
corps prograns to any federal, state, or | ocal public agency, any | ocal
organi zation as specified in this chapter in concern with the overal
obj ectives of the conservation corps;

((£)y)) (c) Applying for and accepting grants or contributions of
funds fromany private source;

((£e)y)) (d) Determning a preference for those projects which wl|
provide long-term benefits to the public, wll provide productive
trai ning and work experiences to the nenbers involved, will be |abor-
intensive, may result in paynents to the state for services perforned,
and can be pronptly conpl eted; and

((6))) (e) Entering into agreenents with community coll eges within
the state’s community and technical college system and other
educational institutions or independent nonprofit agencies to provide
special education in basic skills, including reading, witing, and
mat hematics for those conservation corps nenbers who nmay benefit by
participation in such classes.  asses shall be schedul ed after corps
wor ki ng hours. Participation by nenbers is not mandatory but shall be
strongly encouraged. The participation shall be a primary factor in
determ ning whether the opportunity for corps nenbership beyond one
year shall be offered. Instructionrelated to the specific role of the
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departnent in resource conservation shall also be offered, either in a
cl assroom setting or as is otherw se appropriate.

(2) The assignnment of corps nenbers shall not result in the
di spl acenent of currently enployed workers, including partia
di spl acenent such as reduction in hours of nonovertime work, wages, or
ot her enpl oynent benefits. Supervising agencies that participate in
the programmay not term nate, lay-off, or reduce the working hours of
any enpl oyee for the purpose of using a corps nenber with avail abl e
funds. In circunstances where substantial efficiencies or a public
pur pose may result, supervising agencies nmay use corps nmenbers to carry
out essential agency work or contractual functions w thout displacing
current enpl oyees.

(3) Facilities, supplies, instrunents, and tools of the supervising
agency shall be nmade avail able for use by the conservation corps to the
extent that such use does not conflict with the normal duties of the
agency. The agency nmay purchase, rent, or otherw se acquire other
necessary tools, facilities, supplies, and instrunents.

Sec. 5. RCW43.220.070 and 1995 ¢ 399 s 112 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Conservation corps nenbers shall be unenpl oyed resi dents of the
state between eighteen and twenty-five years of age at the tine of
enrol | ment who are citizens or | awful permanent residents of the United
St at es. The age requirenments nmay be waived for corps |eaders and
specialists with special |eadership or occupational skills; such
menbers shall be given special responsibility for providing | eadership,
character devel opnent, and sense of comunity responsibility to the
corps nenbers, groups, and work crews to which they are assigned. The
upper age requirenent may be wai ved for residents who have a sensory or
ment al handi cap. Special effort shall be nade to recruit mnority and
di sadvant aged youth who neet selection criteria of the conservation
cor ps. Preference shall be given to youths residing in areas, both
urban and rural, in which there exists substantial unenploynent
exceedi ng the state average unenpl oynent rate.

(2) The legislature finds that people wth devel opnenta
disabilities would benefit from experiencing a neaningful work
experience, and learning the value of |abor and of nenbership in a
productive society.
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The | egi sl ature urges state agencies that are participating in the
Washi ngt on conservation corps programto consider for enrollnment inthe
program peopl e who have devel opnental disabilities, as defined in RCW
71A. 10. 020.

If an agency chooses to enroll people wth devel opnenta
disabilities in its Washi ngton conservation corps program the agency
may apply to the United States departnent of |abor, enploynment
standards adm nistration for a special subm ni rumwage certificate in
order to be allowed to pay enrollees with devel opnental disabilities
according to their individual |evels of productivity.

(3) Corps nenbers shall not be considered state enpl oyees. O her
provisions of law relating to civil service, hours of work, rate of
conpensation, sick |eave, unenploynent conpensation, state retirenent
pl ans, and vacation | eave do not apply to the Washi ngton conservati on
corps except for the crew ((+eaders)) supervisors, who shall be project
enpl oyees, and the adm nistrative and supervi sory personnel .

(4) Enrollnment shall be for a period of six nonths which may be
extended for ((anr)) additional ((stx—enths)) six-nonth periods by
mut ual agreenent of the corps and the corps nenber, not to exceed two
years. Corps nmenbers shall be reinbursed at the mninum wage rate
established by state or federal |aw, whichever is higher, which may be
increased by up to five percent for each additional six-nonth period
wor ked: PROVI DED, That if agencies elect to run a residential program
the appropriate costs for room and board shall be deducted from the
corps nenber’s paycheck as provided in chapter 43.220 RCW

(5) Corps nenbers are to be available at all tinmes for energency
response services coordinated through the departnment of comunity,
trade, and econom c devel opnent or other public agency. Duties may
i ncl ude sandbaggi ng and flood cl eanup, search and rescue, and other
functions in response to energencies.

Sec. 6. RCW 43.220.120 and 1994 c 264 s 34 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) There is established a conservation corps within the departnent
of fish and wildlife.

(2) Specific work project areas of the ((garme)) fish and wiildlife
conservation corps may include the foll ow ng:

(a) Habitat devel opnent;

(b) Land cl earing;
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(c) Construction projects;

(d) Noxi ous weed control;

(e) Brush cutting;

(f) Reader board construction;

(g) Painting;

(h) deaning and repair of rearing ponds;

(1) Fishtrap construction;

(j) Brush cl earance;

(k) Spawni ng channel restoration;

(1) Log renoval

(m Nest box maintenance and cl eani ng;

(n) Fence buil di ng;

(o) Wnter ganme feeding and herdi ng;

(p) Streamrehabilitation

(q) Fish hatchery operation and mai nt enance;

(r) Fish tagging; and

(s) Such other projects as the director of fish and wildlife my
determine. |If appropriate facilities are available, the director of
fish and wildlife may authorize carrying out projects which involve
over ni ght stays.

Sec. 7. RCWA43.220.230 and 1990 ¢ 71 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:
(1) Not nore than fifteen percent of the funds available for the

Washi ngton conservation corps ((anrd—the—\VWashingtenr—serviece—eorps
presertbed—+n—chapter—50-65—RCEW ) shall be expended for the cost of

adm ni stration. For the purpose of this chapter, adm nistrative costs

are defined as including, but not limted to, program planning and
eval uation, budget devel opnent and nonitoring, personnel nmanagenent,
contract admnistration, payroll, developnent of program reports,

( ( rerral—reeruitrent—andplacenrent—proceduresy)) standard of fi ce space,

and costs and utilities.

(2) The fifteen percent Iimtation does not include costs for any
of the follow ng: Program support activities such as ((éreet))
scheduling and supervision of ((enreHees;—ecounseling)) corps field
personnel and projects, job and career training, wuniforms and
equi pnent, and extraordinary recruitnment procedures necessary to fill
proj ect positions.
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r epeal ed:

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

RCW 43.
RCW 43.
RCW 43.
RCW 43.
RCW 43.
RCW 43.

220.
220.
220.
131.
131.
220.

NEW SECTI ON

Sec.

050
220
240
383
384
150

Sec.

8.

and
and
and
and
and
and

9.

The followi ng acts or parts of acts are each

1983
1985
1985
1993
1993
1983

1st ex.s. ¢ 40 s 5;

c
c
c
c

230 s 2;
230 s 4;
516 s 13;
516 s 14; and

1st ex.s. ¢ 40 s 15.

This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

END ---
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