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SENATE BI LL 5279

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Kohl-Welles, Hargrove, Long, Fairley, Prentice and W nsl ey

Read first tine 01/18/1999. Referred to Commttee on Human Servi ces &
Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to placenent of children in nental health care by
the departnent of social and health services; adding new sections to
chapter 13.34 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the |egislature that
children in the custody of the departnment of social and health services
be provi ded t he nost appropri ate possi bl e nental health care consi st ent
wth the child s best interests, nedical need for nental health
treat ment, available state and comunity resources, famly
reconciliation, and professional standards of nedical care. The
| egislature intends that no placenent of mnors for nmental health
treatnent under this act be made on any other basis and that
consideration always be given to treatnent in the least restrictive
manner .

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 13.34 RCW
to read as foll ows:

No m nor child under the jurisdiction of the departnent pursuant to
this chapter or chapter 26.44 RCW shall be placed in a facility to
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receive inpatient nental health treatnment unless the secretary
determnes: (1) It is nedically necessary, based on an eval uation of
a person |icensed under chapter 18.71 RCW for the child to receive
treatment on an inpatient basis; (2) the facility in which a child is
pl aced offers the nost appropriate treatnment services and facilities
for the needs of the child; (3) the facility is the facility with
avai l abl e treatnent space closest to the child s parents unless the
secretary finds that placenent in the facility closest to the parents
presents a risk of immnent harm to the child; (4) the facility
conplies with all state-required |licensing and professional standards
for providing inpatient nental health care to mnors; (5) the facility
is sufficiently financially stable to continue in operation for the
foreseeable future; and (6) the proposed inpatient treatnent includes
a plan to transfer the child to outpatient treatnent as soon as such
change is nedically appropriate.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 13.34 RCW
to read as foll ows:

If any child is placed in nental health treatnment under this
chapter, the secretary shall determ ne whether it would create a risk
of imm nent harmto the child to disclose to the parents the treatnment
deci sion and pl acenent of the childinafacility. The secretary shal
di scl ose the decision to provide treatnment and the pl acenent, unl ess he
or she determ nes such disclosure would create a risk of inmnent harm
to the child. [If the secretary determ nes that full disclosure would
create a risk of immnent harm to the child, the secretary shal
determ ne the anount of disclosure that should occur. The secretary
shal | provide disclosure of the treatnent decision and pl acenent at the
earliest possible nonent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 13.34 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The secretary shall maintain a list of all facilities to which
m nor children under the jurisdiction of the departnment may be pl aced
for inpatient nental health treatnment pursuant to this chapter or
chapter 26.44 RCW The list shall be updated each tinme a facility is
added or deleted. The secretary shall publish the Iist once each year
in a format intended to provide the public the maxi mum opportunity to
| earn the nane, address, and tel ephone nunber of each facility.
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(2) Not later than Decenber 1st of each year, the secretary shall
provi de the governor and |legislature a report setting forth: (a) The
nunber of mnor children under the jurisdiction of the departnment who
have been placed in nental health inpatient treatnent; (b) the
facilities that received mnor children for treatnent; (c) the nunber
of mnor children treated at each facility; and (d) the nunber of
i npatient treatnent days provided at each facility for each child.

~-- END ---
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