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SENATE BI LL 5303

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Heavey, Roach, MCaslin and West

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to judicial officers in district and nunicipa
courts; anmendi ng RCW3.42.010, 3.42.020, 3.42.040, 3.46.020, 3.50.075,
7.80. 010, 26.04.050, 46.63.040, and 3.34.080; creating a new section;
and repealing RCW 3. 42. 030.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW3.42.010 and 1984 c 258 s 30 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Wien so authorized by the districting plan, one or nore
district court conm ssioners may be appointed in any district by the
judges of the district. Each conm ssioner shall be a registered voter
of the county in which the district or a portion thereof is |ocated,
and shall hold office at the pleasure of the appointing judges.

(2) When authorized by a city legislative authority, one or nore
nmuni ci pal court comm ssioners may be appointed in any nunicipality by
t he muni ci pal court judges. Each conm ssioner shall hold office at the
pl easure of the appointing judges.

(3) Any person appointed as a comm ssioner authorized to hear or
di spose of cases shall .
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(a) Be alawer who is admtted to the practice of lawin the state
of Washi ngton;_ or

((whe—has)) (b) Have passed the qualifying exam nation for |ay
j udges as provided under RCW 3. 34. 060.

Sec. 2. RCW3.42.020 and 1984 c 258 s 31 are each anended to read
as follows:

Each ((éist++€et)) court conm ssioner shall have such power,
authority, and jurisdiction in crimnal and civil matters as the

appoi nting judges possess ((anrd—shall—preseribe)) unless a witten

appoi ntnent prescribes a | esser power, authority, and jurisdiction.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. RCW 3.42.030 and 1984 c 258 s 32 & 1961 c
299 s 33 are each repeal ed.

Sec. 4. RCW3.42.040 and 1984 c 258 s 33 are each anended to read
as follows:
((Brst++et)) Court comm ssioners shall receive such conpensati on as

the county or city legislative authority ((er—et+ty—couneit)) shal
provi de.

Sec. 5. RCW3.46.020 and 1987 ¢ 3 s 1 are each anended to read as
fol |l ows:

Each judge of a nmunicipal departnent shall be a judge or
conm ssioner of the district court in which the nunicipal departnent is
situated. Such judge shall be designated as a nunicipal judge.

Sec. 6. RCW3.50.075 and 1994 ¢ 10 s 1 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

When so authorized by the city legislative authority, one or nore
court comm ssioners may be appoi nted by a judge of the nunicipal court.
Each comm ssioner holds office at the pl easure of the appointing judge.
A conm ssioner authorized to hear or dispose of cases nust be ((a

A a AN N N NN
o RAA" A C wie Ci TG y

courts of limted jurisdiction under RCW 3.34.060)) qualified as set
forth in RCW 3.42.010.

A comm ssi oner need not be a resident of the city or of the county
in which the nunicipal court is created. Wen a court comm ssioner has
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not been appoi nted and the municipal court is presided over by a part-
ti me appoi nted judge, the judge need not be a resident of the city or
of the county in which the municipal court is created.

The provisions of chapter 3.42 RCW apply to court comm ssioners
appoi nted pursuant to this chapter.

Sec. 7. RCW7.80.010 and 1987 c 456 s 9 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) Al violations of state | aw, |ocal |aw, ordinance, regul ation,
or resolution designated as civil infractions may be heard and
determned by a district court, except as otherwi se provided in this
section.

(2) Any nunicipal court has the authority to hear and determ ne
pursuant to this chapter civil infractions that are established by
muni ci pal ordi nance and that are commtted within the jurisdiction of
the nmunicipality.

(3) Any city or town with a nunicipal court under chapter 3.50 RCW
may contract with the county to have civil infractions that are
established by city or town ordi nance and that are commtted within the
city or town adjudicated by a district court.

(4) District and nmunicipal court comm ssioners have the authority

to hear and determne civil infractions pursuant to this chapter.
(5) Nothing in this chapter prevents any city, town, or county from
hearing and determning civil infractions pursuant to its own system

est abl i shed by ordi nance.

Sec. 8. RCW26.04.050 and 1987 ¢ 291 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The follow ng nanmed officers and persons, active or retired, are
hereby authorized to solemize marriages, to wt: Justices of the
suprene court, judges of the court of appeals, judges and conm Ssi oners
of the superior courts, ((superioer—court—conm-ssionersy)) judges and
full-tinme comm ssioners of courts of limted jurisdiction as defined in
RCW 3.02.010 or 35.20.010, and any regularly licensed or ordained
m ni ster or any priest of any church or religious denom nation((;—and

o :  Limited iurisdiet ot i nod.| 02.010))

Sec. 9. RCW 46. 63. 040 and 1984 c¢c 258 s 137 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:
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(1) Al violations of state | aw, | ocal |aw, ordinance, regul ation,
or resolution designated as traffic infractions in RCW46. 63. 020 may be
heard and determ ned by a district court, except as otherw se provi ded
in this section.

(2) Any nunicipal court has the authority to hear and determ ne
traffic infractions pursuant to this chapter.

(3) Any city or towmn with a nunicipal court may contract with the
county to have traffic infractions conmtted within the city or town
adj udi cated by a district court.

(4) District and nmunicipal court comm ssioners have the authority
to hear and determne traffic infractions pursuant to this chapter.

(5) The boards of regents of the state universities, and t he boards
of trustees of the regional universities and of The Evergreen State
Col | ege have the authority to hear and determne traffic infractions
under RCW 28B. 10. 560.

Sec. 10. RCW3.34.080 and 1984 c 258 s 14 are each anended to read
as follows:

Each district judge, district judge pro tenpore and district court
conmmi ssioner shall, before entering upon the duties of office, take an
oath to support the Constitution of the United States and the
Constitution and |laws of the state of Washington, and to performthe
duties of the office faithfully and inpartially and to the best of his
or her ability, which oath shall be filed in the office of the county

audi tor.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 11. Chapter 3.42 RCW shall be retitled
"District and Municipal Court Comm ssioners."

~-- END ---
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