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SENATE BI LL 5308

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Jacobsen, Hargrove, Gardner, Swecker, Fraser and Oke; by
request of Conm ssioner of Public Lands

Read first tinme 01/19/1999. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resources, Parks & Recreation

AN ACT Relating to a study of sand, gravel, and rock resource
mning and its i npact on sal non habi tat and urban devel opnent; creating
new sections; maki ng appropriations; and provi di ng an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON\. Sec. 1. Over the next twenty years the state's
popul ation is expected to increase by two mllion people. As the urban
and subur ban devel opnent related to this growmh spreads into the rural
and resource |lands, nore mneral resources such as sand, gravel, and
rock will be needed for the construction of hones, shopping centers,
commercial and industrial facilities, and roads. At the sanme tine,
this growth will utilize the | and base that nmay contain t hese deposits.
Current evaluations indicate that existing mnes wll not be able to
neet the future demand for sand, gravel, or rock. Current devel opnment
patterns and |land use regulations limt the opportunity to open new
mnes or to expand existing mnes. Therefore, the |legislature finds
that it is in the best interest of the citizens of the state to
identify known sand, gravel, and rock deposits that are environnentally
acceptable for resource production and assure that efforts are
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undertaken to protect these resources from uses inconpatible wth
m neral extraction so there will be a future supply of these resources.

In recent years, there have been increasing efforts to mne sand
and gravel resources fromrivers and their floodplains. Current and
past practices of mning fromrivers and their floodplains may inpact
the state’s effort to recover threatened and endanger ed anadr onous and
freshwater fish. Therefore, the legislature finds that it is in the
best interest of the citizens of the state to study the inpacts of
sand, gravel, and rock resource extraction nethods on the habitat needs
of anadromous and freshwater fish.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The departnent of natural resources is
directed to prepare a report to the legislature identifying the status
of sand, gravel, and rock deposits, and recommending zoning and

extraction practices. In preparing the report, the departnent shal
eval uate existing information.
The report shall include the follow ng:

(1) An evaluation of the inpacts of sand and gravel excavation in
fl oodplains on the spawing and rearing habitat of salnonid and
freshwat er speci es;

(2) A recommendation on whether additional controls are needed for
sand and gravel extraction in floodplains to protect fish resources;

(3) An evaluation of the expected |life of known and desi gnat ed sand
and gravel deposits within an economcally viable transport distance
from maj or urban areas;

(4) An eval uation of current sand, gravel, and rock consunption and
proj ected sand, gravel, and rock consunption trends for the next fifty
years;

(5 An evaluation of alternative sources of aggregate supply
i ncluding recycling, reuse, conservation opportunities, and quarried
rock; and

(6) A recommendation to |ocal governments on mneral resource
desi gnation standards to protect known deposits of sand, rock, and
gravel to neet projected supply needs.

This section expires June 30, 2000.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The sumof fifty thousand dollars, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year
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ending June 30, 2000, from the general fund to the departnent of
natural resources for the purposes of this act.

(2) The sumof fifty thousand dollars, or as nmuch thereof as may be
necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2001,
fromthe general fund to the departnment of natural resources for the
pur poses of this act.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. |If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2000, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

~-- END ---
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