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SENATE BI LL 5319

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators MCaslin, Patterson, Heavey, Haugen, Kline and Roach

Read first time 01/20/1999. Referred to Committee on State & Loca
Gover nnent .

AN ACT Relating to voting for port comm ssioners; anending RCW
53.12. 010 and 53. 12. 021; and addi ng new sections to chapter 53.12 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW53.12.010 and 1994 ¢ 223 s 81 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The powers of the port district shall be exercised through a
port conm ssion consisting of three or, when permtted or required by
this title, five menbers. Every port district that is not coextensive
wi th a county having a popul ation of five hundred thousand or nore and
less than one mllion shall be divided into the sane nunber of
conmi ssioner districts as there are conm ssi oner positions, each having
approximately equal population, wunless provided otherw se under
subsection (2) of this section. Every port district with a population

of one mllion or nore shall have five conmmi ssioners and shall be
divided into five conmmi ssioner districts, each having approximately
equal popul ati on. Where a port district with three comm ssioner

positions is coextensive wth the boundaries of a county that has a
popul ation of less than five hundred thousand and the county has three
county |l egislative authority districts, the port comm ssioner districts
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shall be the county legislative authority districts. In other
i nstances where a port district is divided into comm ssioner districts,
the port comm ssion shall divide the port district into comm ssioner
districts unless the conmssioner districts have been described
pursuant to RCW53. 04.031. The conm ssioner districts shall be altered
as provided in chapter 53.16 RCW

Comm ssioner districts shall be used as follows: (a) Only a
regi stered voter who resides in a commssioner district may be a
candidate for, or hold office as, a conmm ssioner of the comm ssioner
district; and (b) only the voters of a comm ssioner district may vote
at a primary to nomnate candidates for a comm ssioner of the
conmi ssioner district. Voters of the entire port district nmay vote at
a general election to elect a person as a comm ssioner of the
conmi ssioner district, except in a port district with a popul ation of
one mllion or nore, where only the voters of a conm ssioner district
may vote at a general election to elect a person as a conmm ssioner of
the comm ssioner district.

(2) I'n port districts having a popul ation of |ess than one mllion
with five comm ssioners, two of the conm ssioner districts may include
the entire port district if approved by the voters of the district
either at the time of formation or at a subsequent port district
election at which the issue is proposed pursuant to a resolution
adopted by the board of comm ssioners and delivered to the county
audi t or.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 53.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

| f the comm ssioners of a port district wish to have their district
exenpted fromthe requirenment of RCW53.12.010 that only the voters of
a conm ssioner district my vote at a general election to elect a
person as a commssioner from that conm ssioner district, the
conmi ssioners may place on the next general election ballot follow ng
the effective date of this section the follow ng neasure: "Shall the
port of . . . elect all of its commssioners at |arge, instead of by
separate district?" The request shall be in the formof a resolution
consistent wth RCW 29.13. 020. The neasure shall be advertised as
requi red by RCW29. 27. 060, and shall be considered enacted if approved
by a majority of voters voting on the neasure.
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Sec. 3. RCW53.12.021 and 1994 ¢ 223 s 82 are each anended to read
as follows:

Any | ess than county-w de port district having a popul ation of |ess
than one mllion that uses conm ssioner districts nmay cease using
conmi ssioner districts as provided in this section.

A ball ot proposition authorizing the elimnation of comm ssioner
districts shall be submtted to the voters of a |l ess than county-w de
port district having a population of less than one mllion that is
divided into comm ssioner districts if (1) a petition is submtted to
the port comm ssion proposing that the port district cease using
conmi ssioner districts, that is signed by registered voters of the port
district equal in nunber to at |east ten percent of the nunber of
voters who voted at the |last district general election; or (2) the port
comm ssi oners adopt a resol ution proposing that the port district cease
usi ng conmm ssioner districts. The port conm ssion shall transfer the
petition or resolution immediately to the county auditor who shall
when a petition is submtted, review the signatures and certify its
sufficiency. A ballot proposition authorizing the elimnation of
conm ssioner districts shall be submtted at the next district general
el ection occurring sixty or nore days after a petition wth sufficient
signatures was submtted. |If the ballot proposition authorizing the
port district to cease using conmm ssioner districts is approved by a
sinple majority vote, the port district shall cease using comm ssioner
districts at all subsequent el ections.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 53.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Port comm ssioners of port districts with popul ations of one
mllion or nore who are holding office as of the effective date of this
act shall retain their positions for the remainder of their terns until
their successors are elected and qualified, and assunme office in
accordance with RCW 29. 04. 170.

(2) The port comm ssioners shall divide the port district into five
conmmi ssioner districts prior to the first day of June in the year in
whi ch the next regular election for conm ssioner shall be held. The
new conm ssi oner districts shall be nunbered one through five and shal
be represented by the incunbent conmm ssioners. If, as a result of
drawing the district boundaries nore than one of the incunbent
conm ssioners reside in one of the new conm ssioner districts, the
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conmi ssioners who reside in the same comm ssioner district shall
determine by lot which of the conm ssioner districts they shall
represent for the remainder of their respective terns.

(3) If additional conm ssioners nust be elected to increase the
nunber of conm ssioners to five, the procedures of RCW53.12. 130 shall
be foll owed.

~-- END ---
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