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SENATE BI LL 5342

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Haugen, Benton and Jacobsen; by request of Utilities &
Transportation Comm ssion

Read first time 01/20/1999. Referred to Cormittee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to railroad conpany regulatory fees that apply to
the intrastate portion of interstate revenue; amendi ng RCW 81. 24. 010
and 81.24.050; and adding a new section to chapter 81.24 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWS81.24.010 and 1996 ¢ 196 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Every conpany subject to regulation by the conm ssion, except
auto transportation conpanies, steanboat conpanies, wharfingers or
war ehousenen, notor freight carriers, railroad conpanies, and storage
war ehousenen shall, on or before the date specified by the comm ssion
for filing annual reports under RCW81.04.080, file wth the comnm ssion
a statenent ((em—eath)) showing its gross operating revenue from
intrastate operations for the preceding calendar year, or portion
thereof, and pay to the conmssion a fee equal to one-tenth of one
percent of the first fifty thousand dollars of gross operating revenue,
pl us two-tenths of one percent of any gross operating revenue in excess

of fifty thousand dol | ar s( (;—exeept—+att+road-conpanies—whi-ch-shal—each

Htrastate—gress—eperattng—revenue) ). However, the fee shall in no
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case be less than one dollar. ( ( Ary—+at+road—assectat+eon—that

Lt : ‘ haritabl . . I he fed |
. | I . 63} : he . I
vhrder—thi-s—subseetion-))

(2) The percentage rates of gross operating revenue to be paid in
any one year may be decreased by the comm ssion for any class of
conpani es subject to the paynent of such fees, by general order entered
before March 1st of such year, and for such purpose such conpanies
shall be classified as follows: ((Rat+ead:)) Express, sleeping car
and toll bridge conpanies shall constitute class two. Every ot her
conpany subject to regulation by the comm ssion, for which regulatory
fees are not otherwi se fixed by |aw shall pay fees as herein provided
and shall constitute additional classes according to kinds of
busi nesses engaged i n.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 81.24 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Each year every railroad conpany shall file a statenent with
t he comm ssion show ng its gross operating revenues derived within this
state for the previous cal endar year. "G oss operating revenues"
includes all revenues collected from intrastate operations, and all
revenues collected from interstate transportation of freight and
passengers apportioned on a mleage basis for the portion of the
transportation perfornmed in the state of Washi ngton. Each railroad
shall pay to the comm ssion a fee equal to 0.2 percent of the reported
gross operating revenue. The statenent and the fee nust be submtted
and paid no |ater than May 1st of each year.

(2) The percentage rate of gross operating revenue to be paid in
any one year may be decreased by the conm ssion by order entered before
March 1st of such year.

(3) Any railroad association that qualifies as a not-for-profit
charitabl e organi zati on under the federal internal revenue code section
501(c)(3) is exenpt fromthe fee required under subsection (1) of this
section.

Sec. 3. RCW81.24.050 and 1983 ¢ 3 s 206 are each anended to read
as follows:

In fixing the percentage rates of gross operating revenue to be
paid by conpani es under RCW 81.24.010, 81.24.020, ((and)) 81.24.030,
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and section 2 of this act, the conm ssion shall consider all noneys

then in the public service revolving fund and the fees currently to be
paid into such fund, to the end that the fees collected from the
conpani es, or classes of conpanies, covered by each respective section
shal | be approxinmately the sane as the reasonabl e cost of supervising
and regul ati ng such conpani es, or classes of conpanies, respectively.

~-- END ---
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