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SENATE BI LL 5418

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators MAuliffe, Rasnmussen, Patterson and Kohl - Wl | es; by request
of Governor Locke, Superintendent of Public Instruction and Comm ssion
on Student Learning

Read first tine 01/21/1999. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to K-12 accountability and assi stance; anmendi ng RCW
28A. 630.887, 28A.630.889, 28A.320.205, 28A 165.012, 28A 165.030,
28A. 165. 040, 28A.165.050, 28A.165.060, 28A 165.070, 28A. 165.080,
28A. 165. 095, 28A. 300.130, and 28A. 630.885; adding new sections to
chapter 28A. 300 RCW creating new sections; repealing RCW28A. 165. 010
and 28A. 300. 138; repealing 1998 ¢ 225 s 3 (uncodified); repealing 1995
c 209 s 3 (uncodified); repealing 1995 ¢ 209 s 2 and 1992 ¢ 141 s 203
(uncodified); and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

PART 1
| NTENT

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 101. INTENT. The legislature finds that the
pur pose of Washington’s accountability systemis to inprove student
| earning and student achievenent of the essential academ c |earning
requi renent standards so that each individual student will be given the
opportunity to becone a responsible citizen and successfully live
|l earn, and work in the twenty-first century. To achieve this purpose,
the accountability system shoul d be based on conti nuous i nprovenent at
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all levels of Wshington’s education system and on a fundanental
principle that all students have equitable access to curriculum and
instruction that is aligned to the standards.

The l egi slature further finds that the accountability systemshould
rely on local responsibility and | eadership. The state’s educati onal
system shoul d respect and support local flexibility in the design,
financi ng, and managenent of schools, including their instructiona
prograns, organi zation, and structure. Districts and schools shoul d be
expected to inprove and be evaluated based on their inprovenent over
time. Districts should recognize exceptional progress and work cl osely
wi th struggling schools. In addition to providing funding, the state
shoul d provide technical assistance and expertise where needed.

The legislature further finds that the accountability system nust
be sinple to use and understand. Consequences nust be predictabl e and
fair. D fferences anong students, schools, and districts should be
recogni zed and respected as the systemis i nplenmented. There should be
a bal ance of each student’s right to privacy and the public’'s right to
know the overall levels of l|learning and achievenent at the school
district, and state levels. 1In addition, the accountability systemis
a work in progress. As such, it should be continuously reviewed and
inproved as nore is |earned about how schools operate to neet the
| earni ng needs of Washington’s students.

The legislature further finds that the | ong-range goal is for al
public school students to neet the standards established under RCW
28A.630.885. The md-termgoal is that at |east eighty percent of al
students state-w de neet the standards and achieve the certificate of
mastery wthin a decade after assessnments are required to be
adm ni st er ed.

The legislature further finds that teachers, other instructional
staff, and principals need additional tinme and resources to increase
t he nunber of students neeting the standards and achi eving the goals.
Time is needed so that educators can determne how to inprove
instruction, informati on nust be avail abl e regardi ng ef fective prograns
and practices, and extended | earni ng opportunities nmust be provided for
students who are struggling to achieve the standards. Unless this
addi tional assistance is provided by the state, additional state-I|evel
accountability requirenments for inproved student |earning nust not be
mandat ed.
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PART 2
ACCOUNTABI LI TY GOALS

Sec. 201. RCW28A. 630.887 and 1998 ¢ 319 s 101 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) By Decenber 15, 1998, each school district board of directors
shal | :

(a) Select the reading standard results on either the 1997 or 1998
fourth grade Washington assessnent of student |earning as the school

district’s initial baseline reading standard. Districts may sel ect the
1997 results only if all of the elenentary schools with fourth grade

students adm ni stered the assessnent;

(b) Establish a three-year, district-w de goal to increase, by the
end of the 2000-01 school year, the percentage of students who neet or
exceed the reading standard on the fourth grade WAshi ngt on assessnent
of student learning. The ((t+hree—year)) 2000-01 percentage increase
goal may not be less than the district’s total percentage of students
who did not neet the baseline reading standard nultiplied by twenty-
five percent;

(c) Specify the annual district-wide percentage inprovenent
increments to neet the ((thfee—year)) 2000-01 goal; and

(d) Direct each elenentary school to establish a three-year goa
for its fourth grade students, subject to approval by the board. The
aggregate of the elenentary school goals nust neet or exceed the
district-w de goals established by the board.

(2) By Decenber 15, 1999, each school district board of directors
shal | :

(a) Select the mathematics standard results on either the 1997 or
1998 fourth grade WAshington assessnent of student |earning as the
school district’s initial baseline nmathematics standard. Districts may
select the 1997 results only if all of the elenentary schools wth
fourth grade students adm nistered the assessnent;

(b) Establish a district-wide goal to increase by the end of the
2001- 02 school year the percentage of students who neet or exceed the
mat hematics standard on the fourth grade Washington assessnent of
student learning. The 2001-02 percentage increase goal nay not be | ess
than the district’s total percentage of students who did not neet the
baseline mathematics standard nultiplied by twenty-five percent;
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(c) Specify the annual district-wide percentage inprovenent
increnments to neet the 2001-02 mat hematics goal ; and

(d) Direct each elenentary school to establish a 2001-02
mat hematics goal for its fourth grade students, subject to approval by
the board. The aggregate of the elenentary school goals nust neet or
exceed the district-wide goals established by the board.

(3) Each school district board of directors shall:

(a) Annually report ((biannually)) to parents ((+Awiting)) and to
the community in a public neeting and tw ce annually report in witing
the foll ow ng information:

(1) District-wide and school -l evel three-year goals;

(11) Student performance relative to the goals; and

(ti1) District-wide and school -1 evel plans to achi eve the reading
and mat hematics goals in kindergarten through fourth grade, including
( (grade—tevel—expeetations;)) curriculumand instruction, parental or
guardi an i nvol vement, and resources avail able to parents and guardi ans
to help students neet the reading and nat hemati cs standards;

(b) Report annually ((te—the—superintendent—of—publei+nstruetion
and)) in a news release to the local nedia the district’s progress
toward neeting the district-w de and school -1 evel goals; and

(c) Include the ((+eported—information)) school-level goals,
student perfornmance relative to the goals, and a summary of school -
level plans to achieve the goals in each school’s annual school
per formance report under RCW28A. 320. 205. This shall be consi dered one
of the twice-annual witten reports requiredin (a) of this subsection.

((£3))) (4) Schools and school districts that nmeet or exceed the
m ni num st at e-wi de goals shall be recognized by the superintendent of
public instruction in accordance with section 701 of this act.

(5) School s and school districts in which ten or fewer students are
eligible to be assessed in a grade level are not required to establish
or report nunerical inprovenent goals and performance relative to the
goals, but are required to report to parents and the community their
plans to inprove reading and mathematics achievenent in kindergarten
through fourth grade as required in subsection (3)(a)(iii) of this
section.

(6) The elenentary grade reading goal shall be reset by the
conm ssion on student |earning in 2001 and the mathematics goal shal
be reset by the commi ssion on student learning in 2002. | f deened
appropriate by the conm ssion, the comm ssion may establish goals for
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other content and grade | evels when assessnents in the other content

areas and other grade levels are required to be adnm nistered state-

wi de. H gh school goals shall include the percent of students

achieving a certificate of mastery and a reduction in dropout rates.

The commi ssion nmay revise these state-wide accountability goals as

necessary.
(7) By Decenber 1, 2000, and by Decenber 31st annually thereafter

the ((superintendent—oef—publHe—instruetion)) conm ssion on student

| earning shall report to the education commttees of the house of
representatives and the senate on the progress that has been nmade in
achieving the ((t+hree-year)) reading and mathematics goals, and
( ( provi-de—+econmen i i i
for—thenext—three—years—

' i i , )) on the setting and

achi evenent of qgoals in the other content areas and at other qrade
| evel s.

PART 3
REPORTI NG ASSESSMENT RESULTS

Sec. 301. RCW28A. 630.889 and 1998 ¢ 319 s 301 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) By Septenber 10, 1998, and by Septenber 10th each year
thereafter, the superintendent of public instruction shall:

(a) Report to the public, schools, school districts, and the

| egislature on the results of the ((feurth—grade)) Washington
assessnment of student |earning; and

(b) Post individual school results of the ((feurth—grade))
Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning on the superintendent of
public instruction’s internet world-w de web site.

(2) The reports shall include the assessnent results by school and
school district, and include changes over tine. Results shall be
reported in two ways:

(a) The percent of students neeting the standards; and

(b) A learning inprovenent index that shows changes in student
performance within the different | evels of student | earning reported on
t he WAshi ngton assessnent of student | earning.

(3) Data regarding the different characteristics of schools, such
as poverty levels, percent of English as a second |anguage students,
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drop-out rates, attendance, percent of students in special education,
and student nobility shall also be reported so that districts and
schools can learn from the inprovenent efforts of other schools and
districts with simlar characteristics.

(4) To protect the privacy of students, the results of schools and
districts that test fewer than ten students in a grade |evel shall not

be reported. In addition, in order to ensure that results are reported
accurately, the superintendent of public instruction shall nmaintainthe
confidentiality of state-wide data files until the superintendent

determ nes that the data are conplete and accurate.

(5) The commi ssion on student |earning shall annually review the
reporting systemto ensure fairness, accuracy, tineliness, and equity
of opportunity, especially with regard to schools wth special
circunst ances and uni que popul ati ons of students, and recommend to the
superintendent of public instruction needed inprovenents.

(6) The superintendent of public instruction shall nonitor the
percentage and nunber of special education and limted English-
proficient students exenpted fromtaking the assessnents by schools and
school districts to ensure the exenptions are in conpliance wth

exenption gui delines.

((2—Fhis—section—exptres—July—31,—2006-))

Sec. 302. RCW 28A. 320.205 and 1993 ¢ 336 s 1006 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

(1) Beginning with the 1994-95 school year, to provide the |ocal
community and el ectorate with access to information on the educati onal
prograns in the schools in the district, each school shall publish
annual ly a school performance report and deliver the report to each
parent with children enrolled in the school and nake the report
available to the comunity served by the school. The annual
performance report shall be in a formthat can be easily understood and
be used by parents, guardi ans, and ot her nmenbers of the conmunity who
are not professional educators to nake i nfornmed educational deci sions.
As data fromthe assessnents i n RCW28A. 630. 885 becones avail abl e, the
annual performance report shoul d enabl e parents, educators, and school
board nmenbers to determ ne whether students in the district’s schools
are attaining mastery of the student Ilearning goals under RCW
28A. 150. 210, and other inportant facts about the schools’ performance
in assisting students to |earn. The annual report shall nmake
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conparisons to a school’s performance in preceding years and shall

( ( projeet—goals—+n—perfornmance—categories)) include school |evel goals

under RCW 28A. 630. 887, student perfornmance relative to the goals, and

i nformation regardi ng school -1 evel plans to achi eve the goals.

(2) The annual performance report shall include, but not belimted
t o: A brief statenent of the mssion of the school and the school
district; enrollnment statistics including student denographics;
expendi tures per pupil for the school year; a summary of student scores
on all mandated tests; a concise annual budget report; student
attendance, graduation, and dropout rates; information regarding the
use and condition of the school building or buildings; a brief
description of ((t+he+restrueturing)) |learning inprovenent plans for the
school; and an invitationto all parents and citizens to participate in
school activities.

(3) The superintendent of public instruction shall devel op by June
30, 1994, a nodel report form which shall also be adapted for
conputers, that schools may use to neet the requirenents of subsections
(1) and (2) of this section.

PART 4
ASSI STANCE FOR SCHOOLS AND DI STRI CTS

NEW SECTION. Sec. 401. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

ACCOUNTABI LI TY | MPLEMENTATI ON FUNDS. (1) To the extent funds are
appropriated, the office of the superintendent of public instruction
annual ly shall allocate accountability inplenentation funds to school
districts. The purposes of the funds are to: Devel op and update
student | earning i nprovenent plans; inplenment curriculummaterials and
instructional strategies; provide staff professional devel opnent to
i npl ement the selected curricula and instruction; devel op and i npl enment
assessnment strategies and training in assessnment scoring; and fund
other activities intended to i nprove student | earning for all students,
including students wth diverse needs. Activities funded by the
al | ocations nmust be consistent wwth the school or district inprovenent
pl an, designed to inprove the ability of teachers and other
instructional certificated and classified staff to assist students in
nmeeting the essential academ c | earning requirenments, and designed to
achi eve state and | ocal accountability goals.
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(2) To be eligible for allocations in the 1999-2000 school year,
school district superintendents and principals mnust certify that

activities funded by accountability inplenentation funds wll be in
accordance with the requirenents of chapter . . ., Laws of 1999 (this
act). To be eligible for funds in the 2000-01 school year and

thereafter, school district superintendents and school principals nust
certify that they have anal yzed the use of state, federal, and | ocal
funds used for professional devel opnment and planning and that these
funds will be used in an effective manner to i nprove student | earning.

(3) Schools receiving funds shall devel op, update as needed, and
keep on file a school student |earning i nprovenent plan to achieve the
student | earni ng goal s and essenti al academ c | earni ng requi renents and
to i npl ement the assessnment systemas it is devel oped. The plan shal
del i neate how the accountability inplenentation funds will be used to
acconplish the requirenents of this section. The plan shall be mde
avai lable to the public and to others upon request.

(4) The amount of allocations shall be determ ned in the biennial
oper ati ng budget .

(5) The state schools for the deaf and blind are eligible to
receive allocations under this section.

(6) The superintendent of public instruction may adopt tinelines
and rules as necessary under chapter 34.05 RCW to admnister the
program and require that schools and districts submt reports
regardi ng the use of the funds.

(7) Funding under this section shall not becone a part of the
state’s basic program of education obligation as set forth under
Article I X of the state Constitution.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 402. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

EMERGENCY TARGETED ASSI STANCE TO SCHOOLS. (1) To the extent funds
are appropriated, the superintendent of public instruction shall grant
funds to schools for short-term intensive, tailored assistance to
devel op and i npl ement conpr ehensi ve i nprovenent pl ans that are based on
reliable research and effective practices. Recommendations regarding
the criteria for granting funds shall be nmade by the conmm ssion on
student | earning to the superintendent of public instruction. Priority
for funds shall be given to schools that need to inprove student
achi evenment substantially. The funds under this section are intended

SB 5418 p. 8
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to stimulate conprehensive, school-wde change, rather than a
pi eceneal , fragnented approach to school inprovenent.

(2) To be considered conprehensive, plans nust integrate, in a
coherent manner, the foll ow ng conponents:

(a) Effective, research-based nethods and strategies;

(b) Conprehensive design with aligned conponents;

(c) Hgh quality and continuous teacher and staff professiona
devel opnment and training;

(d) Measurabl e goals and benchnarks;

(e) Support within the school;

(f) Famly and community invol venent;

(g) External technical support and assistance;

(h) Measures to inprove school security and supportive |earning
envi ronnent s;

(1) Evaluation strategies; and

(j) Coordination of available federal, state, l|ocal, and private
resour ces.

(3) When determ ning grant recipients, the following criteria shal
be consi dered:

(a) Results of the Washi ngton assessnent of student | earning;

(b) Student achievenent evidence from district or other state
assessnents;

(c) The level of inprovenent in student achi evenent over tine;

(d) Whether the criteria in subsection (2) of this section have
been net; and

(e) The likelihood that the proposed application will lead to a
plan and actions that will result in inproved student achi evenent.
(4) Subject to available funding, individual grants shall be

awarded for a period of two years.

(5 Gant applications shall be approved by the school district
board of directors before submssion of the application to the
superintendent of public instruction.

PART 5
TARGETED ASSI STANCE TO LOW PERFORM NG STUDENTS

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 501. INTENT. The legislature finds that the
adoption of state-wde academc standards requires that school
districts carefully analyze the use of funds intended to assist |ow
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performng students and that schools should be using research-based
instructional practices and prograns. The legislature further finds
that additional state funds should be allocated to school districts
that would be used to provide assistance and extended |earning
opportunities for students before and after school, on Saturdays,
during the sumrer, during other vacation periods, and during the school
day. The legislature further finds that |earning assistance funding
shoul d not be reduced when school s provi de services that are successful
in inproving student achievenent, that schools and districts should be
given nore flexibility in how funds are used, and that state-Ievel
nmoni toring should be based primarily on how effective schools are at
hel pi ng students achieve the state-w de standards.

Sec. 502. RCW 28A.165.012 and 1987 c 478 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

There is hereby created a state-w de program designed to enhance
educational opportunities for public school students who ((are
defH-eient—in-basieskis-achievenrent) ), w thout additional assistance,
are not likely to neet the state-w de academ c standards, or who did
not neet the standards, as neasured by the \Washington assessnent of
student learning. This program shall be known as the |I|earning
assi st ance program

Sec. 503. RCW28A.165.030 and 1990 c 33 s 148 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

Unl ess the context clearly indicates otherwise the definitions in
this section apply throughout RCW 28A. 165. 010 t hrough 28A. 165. 090.

(1) ((-Baste—skitHs"—weans+eading—matheratiecs,—andtanguagearts

SB 5418 p. 10
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4y)) "Participating student” neans a |ow performng student in

ki ndergarten through grade ni ne who ((seeres—belowgradetevel+nbaste
skiH-s—as—determned—byplacerent—testing—and—whe)) is identified
( (under—REW28A—165-050)) to receive additional services or support
( (vnrder—an—approved—program-
5—Baste—-skit+tstests“neans—state-—w-detests—at—thefourthand
etghth—¢grade—levels—establ-shed—pursuant—to—REW—28A230-190) ) .
Identification of participating students shall be determ ned in each
participating school through a selection process that may include
cl assroomperformance, teacher referrals, placenent testing, and other
appropriate educational criteria as may be determ ned by the schoo
district. 1In schools that are determ ned to be a school -w de program
all children are eligible to receive services depending on their needs.

(2) "lLowperformng student” neans a student who, wthout
additional assistance, is not likely to neet the state-w de academ c
standards, or who did not neet the standards, as neasured by the
WAashi ngt on assessnent of student | earning.

(3) "State-w de academ c standards" neans t he st andards establi shed
under RCW 28A.630.885 in reading, witing, conmunications, and
mat hematics as neasured by the Wshington assessnent of student
| earni ng..

(4) "School -wide programi’ neans a school where all children are
eligible to receive services depending on their needs. Schools with a
hi gh percentage of | ow perform ng students or students froml owincone
households are eligible to be designated school -w de prograns. The
criteria for designating school-wi de prograns shall be determ ned by
the superintendent of public instruction.

Sec. 504. RCW28A. 165.040 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 149 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Each school district which applies for state funds distributed
pursuant to RCW 28A. 165. 070 shall conduct a needs assessnent and, on
the basis of its findings, shall develop a plan for the use of these
funds. The district plan ((#ay)) shall incorporate plans devel oped by
each ((eHgible)) school that receives learning assistance funds.
Districts are encouraged to place special enphasis on addressing the
needs of students in the early grades. The needs assessnent and pl an
shall be updated at least biennially, and shall be determned in
consultation with an advisory commttee including but not limted to

p. 11 SB 5418
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menbers of the follow ng groups: Parents, including parents of
students served by the program teachers; principals; adm nistrators;
and school directors. ((The district shall submt a biennial

Lieati Lo hi s ol he ot - : I :

pubH-e—instruetion+or—approval—)) Plans shall include:
(1) The neans which the district will use toidentify participating

students to receive additional services or support under the proposed
program

(2) The specific services or activities which the funds will be
used to support, and their estimated costs. Services and activities
must have been denonstrated to be effective with the types of students
bei ng _served;

(3) A plan for annual evaluation of the program by the district,
based on performance objectives rel ated to ((baste—skiHs—achievenrent
: . . I | I I : . I I E b
evaluvationto-thesuperintendent—ofpublHet+nstruetion)) the attai nnent

of the state-w de academ c st andards;

(4) Procedures for involving famlies and community nenbers in the
education of participating students;

(5) Procedures for recordkeepi ng or other programdocunentation as
may be required by the superintendent of public instruction; and

((5))) (B6) The approval of the local school district board of
directors.

Sec. 505. RCW 28A. 165. 050 and 1987 ¢ 478 s 5 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

((

through—placenrent—testing—)) School districts are encouraged to

coordinate the use of funds fromfederal, state, and | ocal sources in

serving low perform ng students ((who—are—belowgradetevel—+n—baste

skiH-s;-)) and to nmake efficient use of these resources in neeting the

needs of students ((wth—the—greatest—academe—deHetts)) who are not

achi eving the state-w de academ c st andards.

Sec. 506. RCW 28A. 165. 060 and 1989 ¢ 233 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

SB 5418 p. 12
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Services or activities which may be supported under ((an—-approved))
a program of |earning assistance ((shalt)) may include, but not be
limted to:

(1) Extended | earning opportunities, including assistance provided
before and after school, on Saturdays, and during sunmer and vacation
periods. This assistance may be provided by teachers, instructional
support staff, classified staff, and paid and volunteer tutors;

(2) Consultant teachers to assist classroomteachers in neeting the
needs of participating students;

((2)) (3) Instructional support staff and instructiona
assistants to assist classroom teachers in neeting the needs of
participating students;

((631) (4) In-service training for cl assroom teachers,
i nstructional support staff, and instructional assistants in
mul ticultural differences ((and)), in the identification of |earning
problems ((er)), and in instructional methods for teaching students
with | earning probl ens;

((4))) (5) Special instructional prograns ((fer—partiectpating
: I I I . N . : I ol
proegress—toward—reeting—thet+—educat+onal—ebjeetives)), such as

nationally validated conprehensive nodels that are based on effective
| earni ng practi ces and address the needs of the participating students;
( (5)—Futertng—asststance—durtng—oer—after—school—or—on—Saturday

Hastruetional—assistant:))

(6) In-service training for parents of participating students;
((and))

(7) FEull-day kindergarten;

(8) Vol unteer coordinators; and

(9) Counseling, with an enphasis on services for elenentary
students who are in need of learning assistance, provided by
instructional support staff such as school counselors, school
psychol ogi sts, school nurses, and school social workers. ((Pursuanrt—te
the—preovisions—ofseetton4{2—oftthis—aet-)) Learning assi stance funds
may be used to provide counseling for students who in the absence of
counseling would |ikely becone in need of such | earning assistance.
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Sec. 507. RCW 28A.165.070 and 1995 1st sp.s. ¢ 13 s 1 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

Each school district ((whieh-has—establHshedan-approvedprogran)
shall be eligible, as determned by the superintendent of public
instruction, for state funds nade available for the purposes of
((sueh)) the | earning assistance progran((s)).

(1) ((Fer—t+he—21995-96—school—year—and—thereatter)) The
superi nt endent of public instruction shall distribute funds
appropriated for the | earni ng assi stance programin accordance with the
bi enni al appropriations act. For the 1999-2000 school year and
thereafter, the distribution fornula shall be based upon ((an
assesshent—oef—students—and)) a poverty factor. The biennial funding
formul a shall include a provisionto ensure individual school districts
do not receive less funding as a result of the nodified formula in this
subsecti on.

(2) The distribution of state funds to school districts is for
al l ocation purposes only. School districts shall determne the
all ocation of funds to schools within the school district based on the

needs of students.

Sec. 508. RCW28A. 165.080 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 151 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) In order to ((+nsure)) ensure that school districts are
( ( reeting—the—requirerents—of—an—approved—progran)) using |earning
assistance program funds effectively to inprove the academc
achi evenent of |ow perform ng students, the superintendent of public
instruction shall ((menh+ter)) annually evaluate the effectiveness of

prograns ((ne—tess—than—once—every—threeyears— Fheresults—of

such

supert+ntendent—ef—publet+nstruetton—annualy) ) . The effectiveness

review shall be based on the results of state-nandated assessnents,
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i ncluding both the state-wi de normreferenced tests and the WAshi ngt on
assessnment of student |learning and other appropriate data, as
determ ned by the superintendent of public instruction. Deci si ons
regardi ng assi stance and corrective actions shall be nmade i n accordance
with sections 701 and 702 of this act.

(2) Individual student records shall be maintained at the school
district for a period of tinme as determ ned by the superintendent of
public instruction.

Sec. 509. RCW 28A.165.095 and 1997 ¢ 431 s 5 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

((68)) Schools and school districts nmay obtain((—nr—acecoerdance
wiHh-REW28A-320-017,-)) waivers fromthe statutory requirenents in this
chapter that pertain to the instructional program operation, and
managenent of school s, except provisions pertaining to the nonitoring
of program effectiveness. Waivers also may be obtained((——+n
aceordance—wth—ROW28A-320-017-)) fromany rules of the ((statebeard
ef—eduecation—and)) superintendent of public instruction adopted to
i npl enment the statutory requirenents. The superintendent of public
instruction shall establish a process for obtaining waivers.

((2—Fhis—section—exptres—June—36,—31999))

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 510. RCW28A.165.010 and 1989 ¢ 233 s 1 & 1987
c 478 s 1 are each repeal ed.

PART 6
STATE AND REG ONAL- LEVEL TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE

Sec. 601. RCW 28A.300.130 and 1996 c¢ 273 s 5 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Expanding activity in educational research, educational
restructuring, and educational i nprovenment initiatives has produced and
continues to produce nmuch valuable information. The |legislature finds
that such information should be shared with the <citizens and
educational comunity of the state as wdely as possible. To
facilitate access to information and materials on educational
i nprovenent and research, the superintendent of public instruction, to
the extent funds are appropriated, shall establish the center for the
i nprovenent of student |earning. The primary purpose of the center is
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to provide assistance and advice to parents, school board nenbers,
educators, and the public regarding strategies for assisting students
in learning the essential academ c |earning requirenents pursuant to
RCW 28A. 630. 885. The center shall work in conjunction with the
comm ssi on on student | earning, educational service districts, ((and))
institutions of higher education, and education, parent, comunity, and

busi ness organi zati ons.
(2) The center, in conjunction with other staff in the office of

t he superintendent of public instruction, shall:

(a) Serve as a clearinghouse for the conpleted work and activities
of the comm ssion on student | earning;

(b) Serve as a clearinghouse for information regardi ng successf ul
educati onal ((+estrueturing)) I[nprovenent and parental involvenent
prograns in schools and districts, and i nformati on about efforts within
institutions of higher education in the state to support educational
((restrueturing)) inprovenent initiatives in Washington schools and
districts;

(c) Provide best practices research and advice that can be used to
hel p school s devel op and i npl enment: Prograns and practices to i nprove
((reading)) instruction of the essential academ c | earni ng requirenents

established under RCW 28A. 630.885; systens  to analyze student

assessnent data, with an enphasis on systens that will conmbi ne the use

of state and local data to nobnitor the academ ¢ progress of each and

every student in the school district; ((seheel)) conprehensive, school -

w de inprovenent plans; school -based shared decision-maki ng nodel s;
prograns to pronote lifelong |learning and conmunity involvenent in
education; school-to-work transition prograns; prograns to neet the
needs of highly capable students; prograns and practices to neet the
di verse needs of students based on gender, racial, ethnic, econom c,
and special needs status; research, information, and technol ogy

systens; and ot her prograns and practices that will assist educators in
hel pi ng students |l earn the essential academ c | earning requirenents;

(d) Develop and distribute, in conjunction with the comm ssion on
st udent | ear ni ng, par ent al i nvol venent material s, i ncl udi ng
instructional guides developed to inform parents of the essential
academ c learning requirenents. The instructional guides also shal
contain actions parents may take to assist their children in neeting
the requirenents, and should focus on reaching parents who have not
previously been involved with their children’ s educati on;
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(e) Identify obstacles to greater parent and comunity i nvol venent
i n school shared deci si on-nmaki ng processes and recommend strategies for
hel pi ng parents and conmunity nenbers to participate effectively in
school shared deci si on-maki ng processes, including understanding and
respecting the roles of school building adm nistrators and staff;

(f) Develop and maintain an internet web site to increase the
avai lability of information, research, and other materials;

(g) Take other actions to increase public awareness of the
i nportance of parental and community invol venent in education;

((gy)) (h) Wrk wth appropriate organi zations to i nformteachers,
district and school adm nistrators, and school directors about the
wai vers avail abl e ((unrder—REW-28A-305-140)) and the broadened schoo
board powers under RCW 28A. 320. 015;

((()y)) (i) Provide training and consultation services, including
conducting regional sunmer institutes;

((6)) (j) Address nethods for inproving the success rates of
certain ethnic and racial student groups; and

((6)y)) (k) Performother functions consistent wwth the purpose of
the center as prescribed in subsection (1) of this section.

(3) The superintendent of public instruction, after consultation
with the comm ssion on student |earning, shall select and enploy a
director for the center.

(4) The superintendent may enter into contracts with individuals or
organi zations including but not limted to: School districts;
educational service districts; educational organizations; teachers;
hi gher education faculty; institutions of higher education; state
agenci es; business or comunity-based organizations; and other
individuals and organizations to acconplish the duties and

responsibilities of the center. ((Fhe—superintendent—shall—contract

a A N aYaaaalila N a¥a a a N a N a
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subseetton—(2){d)—and—{e)—of this—seetion-)) In carrying out the
duties and responsi bilities of the center, the superintendent, whenever
possi bl e, shall use practitioners to assist agency staff as well as
assi st educators and others in schools and districts.

((£5)—T . I hall " I .

I I . I S -y )

NEW SECTION. Sec. 602. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:
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HELPI NG CORPS. (1) In order to increase the availability and
quality of technical assistance state-w de, the superintendent of
public instruction, subject to avail abl e fundi ng, shall enpl oy regi onal
school inprovenent coordinators and school inprovenent specialists to
provi de assi stance to schools and districts. The regi onal coordinators
and specialists shall be hired by and work under the direction of a
stat e-w de school inprovenent coordinator. The i nprovenent specialists
shall serve on a rotating basis fromone to three years and shall not
be permanent enpl oyees.

(2) The school inprovenent coordinators and specialists shall
provi de the foll ow ng:

(a) Assistance to schools to di saggregate student perfornmance data
and devel op i nprovenent plans based on those data;

(b) Consultation with schools and districts concerning their
performance on t he Washi ngt on assessnent of student | earning and ot her
assessnents;

(c) Consultation concerning curricula that aligns wth the
essential academ c | earning requirenents, the Washi ngton assessnent of
student | earning, and neets the needs of diverse |earners;

(d) Assistance in the identification and inplenentation of
research-based instructional practices;

(e) Staff training that enphasizes effective instructiona
strategi es and cl assroom based assessnent;

(f) Assistance in devel oping and i nplenenting famly and community
i nvol venent prograns; and

(g) O her assistance to schools and school districts intended to
i nprove student | earning.

PART 7
STATE RESPONSI Bl LI TY FOR RECOGNI TI ON AND | NTERVENTI ON

NEW SECTION. Sec. 701. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The superintendent of public instruction annually shal
recogni ze school districts and schools based on the results of the
Washi ngt on assessnent of student |earning. Reconmmendations regarding
the criteria for selecting districts and schools for recognition shal
be provided by the comm ssion on student |earning. Recognition shal
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be given to school s and school districts that have achi eved excepti onal
gr owt h:

(a) As neasured by an increase in the percent of students neeting
standards. The | evel of achievenent required for recognition shall be
based on the achievenent goals established by the legislature and
comm ssi on on student | earning under RCW 28A. 630. 887;

(b) As neasured by an inprovenent index that measures inprovenent
in all levels of the assessnent; and

(c) Despite challenges such as high levels of nobility, poverty,
Engl i sh as a second | anguage | earners, and | arge nunbers of students in
speci al popul ations as neasured by either the percent of students
meeting the standard or the inprovenent index.

(2) Wen determ ning the baseline year or years for recognizing
i ndi vi dual school s, the superintendent shall use the assessnent results
fromthe initial years the assessnents were adm ni stered, unless doing
so with individual schools would not be technically appropriate.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 702. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Inproved student |earning depends on the initiative of
educators, parents, and students in each school; the school’s |oca
community; and state support. Schools should take responsibility for
their own inprovenent while also having access to assistance from
school districts, educational service districts, and the state.

(2) School districts have primary responsibility for intervening in
schools with large nunbers of students who are not achieving the
essential academc learning requirenents. In some cases, school
district intervention may not prove successful. Beginning in the 2001-
02 school year, continuing |low performance in elenmentary schools in
which there is little or no i nprovenent shall trigger an eval uation by
t he comm ssion on student |earning. The purpose of the evaluation is
to decide whether to initiate additional state-level assistance. For
m ddl e and hi gh schools, the evaluation shall occur three years after
assessnments are required state-wi de. Wen nmaki ng recommendations to
t he superintendent of public instruction regarding additional state-
| evel assistance, the conm ssion on student |earning shall use multiple
sources of information including:

(a) The results of the Washington assessnent of student | earning;
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(b) Student achievenent evidence from district or other state
assessnents;

(c) The level of inprovenent in student achi evenent over tine;

(d) Student nobility and poverty;

(e) Attendance and dropout rates;

(f) Graduation rates and posthigh school indicators;

(g) Percent of students in special prograns; and

(h) OQther factors presented by individual districts or schools.

(3) If the commi ssion on student |earning, after considering the
factors in subsection (1) of this section, finds that the district’s
efforts have failed to inprove student achi evenent over a reasonable
period of time, the conm ssion may recommend to the superintendent of
public instruction that the superintendent intervene in the school
district. The superintendent of public instruction may intervene in
the school district and take appropriate corrective actions.

PART 8
OVERSI GHT OF THE ACCOUNTABI LI TY SYSTEM

Sec. 801. RCW 28A.630.885 and 1998 c¢ 225 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The Washington commi ssion on student learning is hereby
established. The primary purposes of the comm ssion are to identify
t he know edge and skills all public school students need to know and be
able to do based on the student |earning goals in RCW28A. 150. 210, to
devel op student assessnents ((and)), to make recommendati ons regardi ng

school accountability ((systesms—to+eviewcurrent—school—distriet—data

NO a aVasa¥a a¥a aaa a a Ny no NN NN AN a
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+aferratton—needs)), and to take other steps necessary to develop a
per f or mance- based education system The comm ssion shall include
((three)) tw nenbers of the state board of education, ((three)) the
superintendent of public instruction, and eight nmenbers appointed by
t he governor ((befereJduly31—1992,—andtvernenbers—appointednotater

tHhanr—3unre—1—31993,—hby—the—governor—elected—+n—the—Novenber—1992
eleetion)). The state board of education and governor may reappoint

exi sting nenbers or appoint new nenbers. Al appointnents shall be
made by July 1, 1999. The governor shall appoint a chair from the
conm ssion nenbers, and fill any vacancies in gubernatorial

SB 5418 p. 20



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W WwWwWWwWMNNDNDNDNDDNMNDNDNDNDNMNMNMNDNNMNNMNMNNNEPEPRPRPPRPPRPPRPPERPPERPRPRERPR
©O© 00 N O Ol WNPEFEP O O W NO O P WODNPEP O OOWWNO UG M owDNPE, O

appoi ntments that may occur. Gubernatorial and state board appointees
shall serve for a term of four years. However, four of the initia
ei ght gubernatorial appointnments and one of the state board appointees
shall serve two-year terns. Appointees may be reappointed to serve
nore than one term The state board of education shall fill any
vacanci es of state board of education appointnents that may occur. In
maki ng t he appoi nt nents, educators, business | eaders, and parents shal
be represented, and nom nations from state-w de education, business,
and parent organi zations shall be requested. Efforts shall be made to
ensure that the comm ssion reflects the racial and ethnic diversity of
the state’s K-12 student population and that the nmjor geographic
regions in the state are represented. Appointees shall be qualified
individuals who are supportive of educational ((restrueturing))
i nprovenent, who have a positive record of service, and who w || devote
sufficient tine to the responsibilities of the comm ssion to ensure
that the objectives of the comm ssion are achieved.

(2) The comm ssion shall establish advisory commttees. Menbership
of the advisory conmttees shall include, but not necessarily be
l[imted to, professionals from the office of the superintendent of
public instruction and the state board of education, and other state
and | ocal educational practitioners and student assessnent specialists.

(3) The comm ssion, with the assistance of the advisory comm ttees,
shal | :

(a) Devel op essential academ c | earning requirenments based on the
student | earning goals in RCW28A. 150. 210. Essenti al academ c | earni ng
requi renents shall be developed, to the extent possible, for each of
t he student | earning goals in RCW28A. 150. 210. Goal s one and two shal
be considered primary. Essential academ c |earning requirenents for
RCW 28A. 150. 210(1), goal one, and the mathematics conponent of RCW
28A. 150. 210(2), goal two, shall be conpleted no later than March 1,
1995. Essential academc learning requirenents that incorporate the
remai nder of RCW 28A. 150. 210 (2), (3), and (4), goals two, three, and
four, shall be conpleted no later than March 1, 1996. To the naxi mum
extent possible, the commssion shall integrate goal four and the
know edge and skill areas in the other goals in the devel opnent of the
essential academ c | earning requirenents;

(b) (i) The comm ssion shall present to the state board of education
and superintendent of public instruction a state-w de academc
assessnment system for use in the elenentary, mddle, and high school
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years designed to determne if each student has mastered the essenti al
academ c learning requirenents identified in (a) of this subsection.
The academ c assessnment system shall include a variety of assessnent
met hods, i ncludingcriterion-referenced and performance- based neasures.
Performance standards for determning if a student has successfully
conpl eted an assessnent shall be initially determ ned by the comm ssion
inconsultation with the advisory commttees required i n subsection (2)
of this section.

(i1) The assessnment system shall be designed so that the results
under the assessnment systemare used by educators as tools to eval uate
instructional practices, and to initiate appropriate educational
support for students who have not nastered the essential academc
| earning requirements at the appropriate periods in the student’s
educati onal devel opnent.

(1i1) ((Assesshrents—nheasurtng—the—essential—academe—learning

aVasa¥a RO\A Q A

36,—3999)) The elenentary assessnents for reading, witing,
communi cations, and mathematics shall be available for use by school
districts no later than the 1996-97 school year, the mddle school
assessnment no |ater than the 1997-98 school year, and the high school
assessment no later than the 1998-99 school year, unless the
| egi slature takes action to delay or prevent inplenentation of the
assessnment system and essential academc learning requirenents.
Assessnents neasuring the essential academc |earning requirenents
devel oped for the science conponent of RCW28A. 150. 210(2) at the m ddl e
school and hi gh school |evels shall be available for use by districts
no later than the 1998-99 school year unless the |egislature takes
action to delay or prevent inplenentation of the assessnent system and

essential academ c | earning requirenents. ((Fhe—<conpleted-assesshents
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the mddle and high school Ilevels shall be available for use by
districts no later than the 2000-01 school year; the arts assessnent
for mddle and high school Ilevels shall be available for use by
districts no later than the 2000-01 school year; ((and)) the health and
fitness assessnents for mddle and high school Ilevels shall be
available no later than the 2001-02 school vyear((-));__and the
el enentary science assessnent shall be available for use by districts
not later than the 2001-02 school year, unless the legislature takes

action to delay or prevent inplenentation of the assessnent system and

essential academ c learning requirenents. The conmmi ssion or the
superi nt endent, as applicable, shal | upon request, provi de
opportunities for the education commttees of the house of
representatives and the senate to review the assessnents and proposed
nodi fications to the essential academ c |earning requirenents before
the nodifications are adopted. By Decenber 15, 1998, the comm ssion on
student |earning shall reconmend to the appropriate commttees of the
| egislature a revised tineline for inplenenting these assessnents and
when the school districts should be required to participate. Al
school districts shall be required to participate in the history,
civics, geography, arts, health, fitness, and elenentary science
assessnents in the third year after the assessnents are available to
school districts.

To the maxi mum extent possible, the conm ssion shall integrate
know edge and skill areas in devel opnent of the assessnents.

(iv) Assessnents for goals three and four of RCW28A. 150. 210 shal
be integrated in the essential academc |earning requirenents and
assessnments for goals one and two. Before the 1997-98 school year, the
el enentary assessnent systemin reading, witing, conmmunications, and
mat hematics shall be optional. School districts that desire to
partici pate before the 1997-98 school year shall notify the conm ssion
on student learning in a manner determned by the conm ssion.
Beginning in the 1997-98 school year, school districts shall be
required to participate in the elenentary assessnent system for
readi ng, witing, communi cations, and mat hematics. Before the 2000-01
school year, participation by school districts in the mddle school and
hi gh school assessnent system for reading, witing, comunications,
mat hematics, and science shall be optional. School districts that
desire to participate before the 1998-99 school year shall notify the
conmi ssi on on student |l earning in a manner determ ned by the comm ssion
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on student | earning. Schools that desire to participate after the
1998-99 school vyear, shall notify the superintendent of public
instruction in a manner determ ned by the superintendent. Beginning in
t he 2000-01 school year, all school districts shall be required to
participate in the assessnent system for reading, writing,
communi cati ons, mathematics, and science.

(v) The comm ssion on student learning may nodify the essentia
academc learning requirenents and the assessnents ((fer—+eading-
wWHRg—eoermuni-eatens—rathemrat+es—and—setenee) ), as needed((+
before—June—30—2999)). The comm ssion shall, upon request, provide
opportunities for the education commttees of the house of
representatives and the senate to review the assessnents and proposed
nmodi fications to the essential academ c |earning requirenents before
the nodifications are adopted.

(vi) The conm ssion shall devel op assessnents that are directly
related to the essential academ c |earning requirenents, and are not
bi ased toward persons with different |earning styles, racial or ethnic
backgrounds, or on the basis of gender;

(c) After a determnation is made by the state board of education
t hat the high school assessnent systemhas been i npl enented and that it
is sufficiently reliable and valid, successful conpletion of the high
school assessnent shall lead to a certificate of mastery. The
certificate of mastery shall be obtained by nost students at about the
age of sixteen, and is evidence that the student has successfully
mast ered t he essential academ c | earni ng requirenents during his or her
educational career. The certificate of mastery shall be required for
graduation but shall not be the only requirenment for graduation. The
commi ssion shall make recomendations to the state board of education
regarding the rel ati onship between the certificate of mastery and hi gh
school graduation requirenents. Upon achieving the certificate of
mastery, schools shall provide students with the opportunity to pursue
career and educational objectives through educational pathways that
enphasi ze integration of academ c and vocational educati on.
Educati onal pat hways may i nclude, but are not limted to, prograns such
as work-based learning, school-to-work transition, tech prep
vocational -techni cal education, running start, and preparation for
technical college, comunity college, or university education. Any
m ddl e school, junior high school, or high school using educationa
pat hways shall ensure that all participating students will continue to
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have access to the courses and instruction necessary to neet adm ssion
requi renents at baccal aureate institutions. Students shall be all owed
to enter the educational pathway of their choice. Before accepting a
student into an educational pathway, the school shall inform the
student’s parent of the pathway chosen, the opportunities available to
t he student through the pathway, and the career objectives the student
wi || have exposure to whil e pursuing the pathway. Parents and students
dissatisfied with the opportunities available through the selected
educati onal pathway shall be provided with the opportunity to transfer
the student to any other pathway provided in the school. Schools may
not devel op educational pathways that retain students in high schoo

beyond the date they are eligible to graduate, and may not require
students who transfer between pat hways to conpl ete pat hway requirenments
beyond the date the student is eligible to graduate;

(d) Consider nethods to address the unique needs of special
education students when devel oping the assessnents in (b) and (c) of
this subsection

(e) Consider nethods to address the uni que needs of highly capable
students when developing the assessnents in (b) and (c) of this
subsecti on;

(f) Devel op recomendations on the tinme, support, and resources,
i ncl udi ng techni cal assistance, needed by schools and school districts
to hel p students achieve the essential academ c | earni ng requirenents.
These recommendations shall include an estimate for the |egislature,
superintendent of public instruction, and governor on t he expected cost
of inplenenting the academ c assessnent system

(g) Develop recommendations for consideration by the higher
education coordinating board for adopting college and university
entrance requirenents for public school students that are consistent
with the essential academic |earning requirenents and the certificate
of mastery;
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Junre—30—31999)) For

pur poses of state-wi de accountability:

(i) Establish and revi se performance goals under RCW 28A. 630. 887;
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(ii) Mike recomendations to the superintendent of public
instruction regarding the reporting of assessnent and other data in
accordance with RCW 28A. 630. 889 and section 702 of this act;

(iii) Reviewdata and make recommendati ons to the superint endent of
public instruction regarding school district and school assistance,
recognition, and intervention;

(iv) Hear concerns about interventions; and

(v) Recommend changes to the superintendent and the legislature
regardi ng accountability policy and | egislation, as necessary;

((64)) () Report annually by Decenber 1st to the | egislature, the
governor, the superintendent of public instruction, and the state board
of education on the progress, findings, and reconmmendations of the
conmm ssi on; and

(()) (J) Make reconmmendations to the | egislature and take ot her
actions necessary or desirable to help students neet the student
| earni ng goal s.

(4) The conm ssion shall coordinate its activities wwth the state
board of education and the office of the superintendent of public
i nstruction.

(5) The comm ssion shall seek advice broadly fromthe public and
all interested educational organizations in the conduct of its work,
i ncl udi ng hol di ng periodic regional public hearings.

(6) The comm ssion ((shalH——seleet—an—enttty—to—provide—statf
suppoert—and)) nmay appoint an executive director and clerical staff to
performthe duties in support of the activities of the conmi ssion. The
office of the superintendent of public instruction shall provide
adm ni strative oversight and be the fiscal agent for the conm ssion.
The comm ssion may direct the office of the superintendent of public
instruction to enter into subcontracts, wthin the commssion’s
resources, wth school districts, teachers, higher education faculty,
state agencies, business organizations, and other individuals and
organi zations to assist the commssion in its deliberations.

(7) Menbers of the comm ssion shall be reinbursed for travel
expenses as provided in RCW43.03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(( Q D\, ant anhe a 0Q he aVaaas
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NEW SECTI O\

each repeal ed:

Sec.

802.

The follow ng acts or

(1) 1998 c 225 s 3 (uncodified);
(2) 1995 c 209 s 3 (uncodified);
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(3) 1995 c 209 s 2 & 1992 c 141 s 203 (uncodified).

PART 9
PERFORMANCE | NCENTI VE STUDY

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 901. The superintendent of public instruction
shall conduct a study of performance incentive systenms in public
education. The study will exam ne incentive strategi es that have been
shown to contribute positively to student achievenent. Study results
shall be reported to all school districts and to the appropriate
commttees of the legislature by January 15, 2000.

PART 10
CONSCOLI DATED PLANNI NG

NEWSECTI ON.. Sec. 1001. The superintendent of public instruction,
in consultation with school district personnel, shall consolidate and
streanmline the planning, application, and reporting requirenments for
maj or state and federal categorical and grant prograns. The
superintendent also shall take actions to increase the use of online
el ectronic applications and reporting.

PART 11
M SCELLANEQUS

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 1101. RCW28A. 300.138 and 1994 c 245 s 1 & 1993
c 336 s 301 are each repeal ed.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1102. PART HEADI NGS AND SECTI ON CAPTI ONS NOT
LAW Part headi ngs and section captions used in this act are not any
part of the | aw.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1103. Section 801 of this act is necessary for
the i nmedi ate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or
support of the state governnment and its existing public institutions,
and takes effect i medi ately.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1104. |f any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
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1 remainder of the act or the application of the provision to other
2 persons or circunstances is not affected.

~-- END ---
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