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S-0735.1

SENATE BI LL 5424

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Wnsley, Fraser, Honeyford, Hochstatter, Hale, MCaslin,
West and Haugen

Read first tinme 01/21/1999. Referred to Commttee on Environnenta
Quality & Water Resources.

AN ACT Rel ating to aquatic plant managenent; adding a new section
to chapter 90.48 RCW and creating a new section

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the
environnental, recreational, and aesthetic values of nmany of the
state’s | akes are threatened by the invasion of noxious aquatic weeds.
Once established, these noxious aquatic weeds can col oni ze the shal | ow
shorelines of |lakes with dense surface vegetation nmats that degrade
water quality, pose a threat to swmers, and restrict use of | akes.
Many commercially avail able herbicides have been denonstrated to be
effective in controlling noxious aquatic weeds and do not pose a risk
to the environnment or public health. The purpose of this act is to
allow the use of commercially available herbicides that have been
approved by the environnmental protection agency and subject to rigorous
eval uation by the departnent of ecol ogy through an environnental inpact
statenent for the aquatic plant nmanagenment program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 90.48 RCW
to read as foll ows:
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The departnent of ecology shall wupdate the final supplenental
envi ronnment al i npact statement conpleted in 1992 for the aquatic pl ant
managenent programto reflect new informati on on herbicides eval uated
in 1992 and new, commercially avail abl e herbicides. The depart nent
shall maintain the currency of the information on herbicides and
eval uate new herbicides as they becone commercially avail abl e.

~-- END ---
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