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SENATE BI LL 5428

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators T. Sheldon, Swecker, Snyder, MDonald, GCke, Morton,
McAuliffe, Stevens, Deccio, Hargrove, MCaslin, B. Sheldon, Zarelli,
Bauer, Horn, Shin, Roach, Wnsley, Wst, Hochstatter and Sell ar

Read first tinme 01/22/1999. Referred to Conmmttee on Natural
Resources, Parks & Recreation.

AN ACT Relating to state purchase of privately grown trout for
planting in state waters; adding new sections to Title 77 RCW and
maki ng an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The legislature finds that declining
opportunities to catch anadronobus salnon and steelhead trout has
resulted in an opportunity to inprove trout fishing in order to satisfy
the public’'s demand for recreational fishing. During 1998, a private
Ckanogan county fish farm supplied sixty thousand one to two-pound
rainbow trout to the departnent of fish and wldlife, Colville
Confederated Tribes, and volunteer groups. These catchable trout
provi ded enhanced recreational fishing opportunities in central
Washi ngton | akes. The program was vi ewed as a huge success.

The sane private fish farmpl ant ed Ruf us Wods | ake i n t he Col unbi a
river above Chief Joseph dam with triploid rainbow trout, which
resulted in the capture of a new state record rai nbow trout of 25.45
pounds in February of 1998. The farmed rainbow trout have the
potential to grow to trophy size because they are sterile, feed
aggressively, and continue to grow through their life cycle.
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A relatively small investnent by the legislature in purchasing
privately grown catchable triploid trout has the potential to be a
maj or program for rural econom c devel opnent. Catchabl e-sized trout
bet ween one to one and a half pounds each can be produced by private
sector fish farners for approximately two dollars per fish. Fi sh
farmers can produce these fish in a triploid genetic configuration for
the purpose of certifying that the fish are sterile and that they
cannot interbreed with wild trout. These privately produced catchabl e
trout are ideally suited to planting into public |akes and ponds to
provi de i nmredi ate recreational fishing at a reasonabl e cost.

The effect of planting |arge-sized catchable trout wll be
increased fishing and hunting Ilicense sales, increased angler
participation, increased tourism activities, and a boost to [ ocal
econom es. In essence, a catchable trout programw ||l be an economc
devel opnment neasure for rural areas. The planting of catchable trout
can be conducted in any water body that has water quality sufficiently
hi gh to support fish life.

Addi tional benefits of the catchable trout programw Il result from
produci ng additional fishing opportunity w thout adding to the nunber
of state enployees, by providing jobs in the private sector, and by
havi ng no adverse inpact on wld trout popul ations.

The state purchase of privately produced trout is not intended to
replace trout produced by hatcheries of the departnent of fish and
wldlife. Rat her, the purchase of private farmed trout by the
departnent is intended to suppl enment exi sting departnent trout hatchery
progr amns.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The fish and wildlife comm ssion shal
institute a programto purchase catchabl e-sized trout fromprivate fish

farmers in order to increase the recreational fishing opportunities
within state waters.

(2) The fish and wildlife comm ssion shall purchase up to one
hundred thousand catchable trout during the 1999 cal endar year from
private fish farners | ocated within Washi ngton state, for the purpose
of planting the trout into public freshwater | akes and ponds to i nprove
recreational fishing.

(3) The fish and wildlife comm ssion shall purchase up to one
mllion catchable trout during cal endar year 2000 from private fish
farmers |l ocated within Washington state, for the purpose of planting
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the trout into public freshwater |akes and ponds to inprove
recreational fishing.

(4) The fish and wildlife comm ssion shall not, because of the
response to the purchase of privately grown trout, reduce the
appropriation for hatcheries operated by the departnent of fish and
wildlife or reduce the nunber of hatchery enpl oyees.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. The sumof three mllion dollars, or as much
thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the biennium ending
July 30, 2001, from the general fund to the departnent of fish and
wildlife for the purposes of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Sections 1 and 2 of this act are each added
to Title 77 RCW

~-- END ---
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