©O© 00 N O O

10
11
12
13

14
15

16
17

S-1389.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5444

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmttee on State & Local Governnment (originally sponsored
by Senators Kline, Wjahn and Kohl - Wl | es)

Read first tine 03/03/1999. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to the repeal of attorneys’ fees awards in | and use
cases; creating new sections; repealing RCW4. 84. 370; and decl aring an
emer gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The purpose of this act is to repeal the
statutory authorization for the award of attorneys’ fees to prevailing
parties in appeals of |and use and shoreline managenent deci sions
This statute, enacted in 1995, has had a chilling effect upon the
exercise of the rights of individuals, organizations, and small
devel opers to seek judicial review of governnental decisions that may
af fect their nei ghborhoods, communities, and devel opnent proposals. It
is nore appropriate that the general Anmerican rule that each party
bears its own attorneys’ fees should apply to these cases.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 2. RCWA4.84. 370 (Appeal of |and use deci sions--
Fees and costs) and 1995 ¢ 347 s 718 are each repeal ed.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. This act applies to all causes of action
pending on appeal on or after the effective date of this act,
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regardl ess of when the cause of action arose. To this extent, this act
applies retroactively, but 1in all other respects it applies
prospectively.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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