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SENATE BI LL 5470

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Kline, Oke, Fairley, Prentice, Spanel, Wjahn and Franklin

Read first time 01/25/1999. Referred to Cormittee on Labor & Workforce
Devel opnent .

AN ACT Relating to chemcally related illnesses and injuries; and
creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that there is a
perceived growmh in the nunber of chemcally related illnesses and
injuries suffered by workers and in the nunber of workers with nmultiple
chem cal sensitivities created by work-related exposures; that
statistics kept by the departnent of | abor and i ndustries indicate that
a significant nunber of chemcally related illness and injury clains
are bei ng deni ed by the departnent and sel f-insured enpl oyers; that the
very existence of nultiple chemcal sensitivities as a workpl ace-
related illness is being denied; and that a significant nunber of
infjured workers with a chemcally related illness or injury is
suffering physically, psychologically, and financially fromthe failure
of the industrial insurance systemto cover their work-related injury
or illness.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. (1) A study shall be conducted of industrial
i nsurance clains filed by workers who have suffered chemcally rel ated
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illnesses or injuries during the period fromJanuary 1, 1995, through
Decenber 31, 1998. At a mnimm the study shall review

(a) The nature and severity of the illnesses or injuries reported
in these industrial insurance cl ains;

(b) The disposition of these industrial insurance clains by the
departnent of |abor and industries or self-insured enpl oyers;

(c) The degree to which the |lives of these claimnts have changed
fromthe tine of exposure to the tine of the study, including physical
and financial condition, and the degree to which the change, if any,
can be attributed to the chem cal exposure;

(d) The extent to which the chemcally related injury center of
excel | ence at Harborvi ew nedi cal center was used to gui de adj udi cation
of these clains; and

(e) Recommendations for any changes that may be needed in the way
the i ndustrial insurance systemdeals with chemcally related ill nesses
and injuries.

(2) The departnent nust contract with an outside entity to conduct
the study. The contractor shall be selected by the director of the
departnent of |abor and industries and two nenbers of the workers
conpensati on advi sory comnmttee who are designated for that purpose by
the commttee. The study shall be funded wthin |egislative
appropriations fromthe nedical aid fund, with self-insured enpl oyers
and the state fund each paying a pro rata share, based on the nunber of
wor ker hours, of the authorized expenditures.

(3) An interimreport on the findings and recommendati ons of the
study nust be provided to the appropriate commttees of the | egislature
by Decenber 31, 1999, and a final report by Decenber 1, 2000.

~-- END ---
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