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SENATE BI LL 5534

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Fairley and Kohl-Welles

Read first time 01/26/1999. Referred to Cormittee on Labor & Workforce
Devel opnent .

AN ACT Relating to benefit eligibility for part-tinme workers;
addi ng a new section to chapter 50.20 RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. LEG SLATIVE INTENT. The |egislature finds
that part-tine workers are increasing in nunbers. Part-tinme workers
often fall outside the state’s basic safety net of job protections. 1In
particular, part-time workers are excluded from benefit eligibility
under state unenpl oynent insurance |l aws. The |l egislature further finds
that part-tine workers are entitled to benefit eligibility under state
unenpl oynment insurance | aws.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. PURPCSE. The purpose of this act is to
extend benefit eligibility under state unenpl oynent insurance |aws to
part-time workers.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 50.20 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) An individual who imts his or her availability to less than
full -time work shall be eligible for benefits when:
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(a) The individual has been performng less than full-time work
during a substantial portion of the base year or has good cause for
such a limtation; and

(b) A sufficient anount of suitable work exists in the | abor market
area to justify such a limtation

(2) For purposes of making a determnation of availability under
this section, and deciding any appeal therefrom

(a) The individual has the burden of proving that he or she had
been performng less than full-time work during a substantial portion
of the base year or had good cause for any limtation on his or her
avai lability for full-time work; and

(b) If the individual neets the burden set forth in (a) of this
subsection, the conm ssioner has the burden of proving that a
sufficient amount of suitable work did not exist in the |abor market
ar ea.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. The comm ssioner of the enpl oynent security
departnent may adopt rules as necessary to inplenent this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. If any part of this act is found to be in
conflict wwth federal requirenments that are a prescribed condition to
the allocation of federal funds to the state or the eligibility of
enployers in this state for federal unenploynent tax credits, the
conflicting part of this act is inoperative solely to the extent of the
conflict, and the finding or determnation does not affect the
operation of the remainder of this act. Rules adopted under this act
must neet federal requirenents that are a necessary condition to the
receipt of federal funds by the state or the granting of federa
unenpl oynent tax credits to enployers in this state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Captions used in this act are not part of
t he | aw

~-- END ---
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