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S-1507.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5536

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmmttee on Natural Resources, Parks & Recreation
(originally sponsored by Senators Spanel and Gardner)

Read first tine 02/17/1999.

AN ACT Relating to state forest | ands and nuni ci pal drinking water
protection; creating new sections; making appropriations; providing an
expiration date; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The legislature finds that protection of
wat er shed sources of drinking water is required to assure mai ntenance
of water quality, and also necessary to avoid very costly treatnent
technol ogies that may be required under federal safe drinking laws in
t he absence of adequate watershed protection. The |legislature further
finds that substantial tracts of state forest lands lie wthin
wat er sheds that serve thousands of Washington citizens wth drinking
wat er t hrough nuni ci pal water supply systens, and that the state should
serve as a nodel in the managenent of its forest |lands in a manner that
protects drinking water sources.

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 2. (1) The department of natural resources
shall review the adequacy of its managenent plans and standards for
state forest lands lying wthin watersheds that are the source of
supply for public water systenms with ten thousand or nore service
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connecti ons. The objective of the review is to ensure that forest
practice activities on such lands do not cause a degradation of the
quality of source waters for such public water supply systens and do
not cause hydrologic changes that could affect the supply volune
reliability of the source waters for such systens.

(2) The departnent shall conduct the review in coordination with
t he departnents of ecol ogy and health. The departnent of ecol ogy shal
provide information on public water system w thdrawal |ocations and
wat ershed areas supplying source waters for such systens. The
departnment of health shall provide information on state and federa
dri nking water standards and the applicability of these standards to
wat er source conditions.

(3) The departnent shall involve the operators of public water
systens having ten thousand or nore service connections and relying on
a substantial portion of their water supplies froma watershed i n which
ten percent or nore of the watershed area are state trust lands. The
system operators shall cooperate wth the departnment in providing
information on the system s source waters, including reliability and
quality of supply, and custoner usage of the source waters.

(4) The departnent shall seek substantial public participation in
the review, including public reviewand comment upon a draft sunmary of
the results of the review. The departnent nmay hol d one or nore public
hearings in one or nore of the watersheds subject to the review

(5) The reviewrequired by this section shall be conpleted no | ater
than January 1, 2001. On or before January 1, 2001, the departnent
shall submt a report to the appropriate standing conmttees of the
senate and t he house of representatives summarizing the results of its
review, including revised managenent planning and standards. The
recomendations shall include strengthened managenent standards to
ensure that nunicipal water supply sources are not degraded, and shal
i ncl ude procedures to involve nunicipal water supply systens in the
devel opnent of managenent plans for state forest | ands wi thin nmunici pal
wat er supply wat ersheds. The report may i ncl ude recomendati ons to the
| egislature for statutory or budgetary neasures to neet the objectives
of this act.

(6) This section expires January 31, 2001.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. Until July 1, 2001, the departnent and the
board of natural resources shall postpone the harvest of state-owned
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forest land that lies within the watershed of the source water supply
of one or nore public water systens that cunul atively have nore than
ten thousand service connections, and that rely on that water source
for fifty percent or nore of their cumul ati ve average annual water use.
This section shall not apply to forest practices activities necessary
to protect public health or safety or to respond to an energency.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. (1) The sumof thirty-five thousand doll ars,
or as much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1999, fromthe general fund to the departnent of
natural resources for the purposes of this act.

(2) The sumof forty thousand dollars, or as nuch thereof as may be
necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2000,
fromthe general fund to the departnment of natural resources for the
pur poses of this act.

(3) The departnent may provide funding through interagency
agreenent to the departnents of ecology and health for the purposes of
this act.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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