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ENGROSSED SENATE Bl LL 5568

St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators B. Shel don, Wnsley, Franklin, MAuliffe, Prentice, Snyder
and Jacobsen

Read first time 01/28/1999. Referred to Commttee on Labor & Workforce
Devel opnent .

AN ACT Relating to self-enploynent assistance; and adding a new
chapter to Title 50 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. Under federal law, the |egislature may
establish a self-enploynent assistance program as part of its
unenpl oynment i nsurance program The legislature finds that the
establishnment of a self-enploynent assistance program woul d assi st
unenpl oyed i ndi vidual s and create new busi nesses and j ob opportunities
i n Washi ngton state.

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Sel f-enpl oynent assistance activities" neans activities that
are approved by the comm ssioner, in which an individual, who is
identified through a worker profiling system as likely to exhaust
regul ar benefits, participates for the purpose of establishing a
busi ness and becom ng self-enployed. Sel f - enpl oynent assi stance
activities include entrepreneurial training, business counseling, and
t echni cal assi stance.
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(2) "Self-enploynment assistance allowance” neans an all owance,
payable in lieu of regular benefits and from the unenploynment
conpensation fund established under RCW 50.16.010, to an individua
participating in self-enploynment assistance activities who neets the
requi renments of this chapter.

(3) "Regular benefits" neans benefits payable to an individua
under this title (including benefits payable to federal civilian
enpl oyees and to ex-service nenbers pursuant to 5 U S.C. chapter 85)
ot her than additional and extended benefits.

(4) "Full-time basis" has the neaning contained in regulations
prescribed by the comm ssioner.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. The weekly all owance payable under this
chapter to an individual will be equal to the weekly benefit amount for
regul ar benefits otherw se payable under this title. The sum of the
al l owance pai d under this chapter, and regul ar benefits paid under this
title, wth respect to any benefit year, shall not exceed the maxi mum
benefit anobunt as established by RCW 50.20.120 with respect to the
benefit year.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. In every week that an individual is paid a
sel f-enpl oynment assi stance al |l owance, the individual nust participate
in either entrepreneurial training or business counseling. |n any week
that an individual fails to participate in either entrepreneurial
trai ning or business counseling, the individual shall be disqualified
for the week the failure occurs and the individual shall not receive
either a self-enploynent assistance allowance or regul ar benefits for
the week the failure occurs.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The allowance described in this chapter is
payable to an individual at the sane interval, on the sane terns, and
subject to the sanme conditions as regular benefits under this title,
except that:

(1) The requirenents of RCW 50.20.010 and 50.20.080 relating to
avai lability for work, active search for work, and refusal to accept
work are not applicable to the individual;

(2) An individual who neets the requirements of this chapter is
consi dered to be unenpl oyed under RCW 50. 04. 310 and 50. 20. 010; and
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(3) An individual who fails to participate in self-enploynent
assistance activities or who fails to actively engage on a full-tine
basis in activities, which may include training, relating to the
establishment of a business and becom ng self-enployed shall be
disqualified for the week the failure occurs.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. The aggregate nunber of individuals
receiving the allowance under this chapter at any tine may not exceed
two percent of the nunber of individuals receiving regular benefits.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 7. Al | owances paid under this chapter are
charged to enployers as provided under the provisions of this title
that relate to the charging of regular benefits.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 8. This chapter applies after the effective
date of this act or after any plan required by the United States
departnent of |abor is approved by the United States departnent of
| abor, whichever date is later.

NEW _ SECTI QON\. Sec. 9. The comm ssioner shall take all steps
necessary in carrying out this chapter to assure collaborative
i nvol venent of interested parties in programdevel opnent, and to ensure
that the sel f-enpl oynent assistance programneets all federal criteria
for wthdrawal from the wunenploynent conpensation fund. The
comm ssioner may include, as part of the self-enploynent assistance
program existing entrepreneurial training prograns avail abl e through
community coll eges, private industry councils, or other organizations,
and is not obligated by this chapter to expend any departnental funds
for the operation of entrepreneurial training prograns, unless specific
funding is provided to the departnment for that purpose through federal
or state appropriations.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 10. The comm ssioner nmay adopt rules as
necessary to inplenent this chapter

NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. If any part of this act is found to be in
conflict wwth federal requirenments that are a prescribed condition to
the allocation of federal funds to the state or the eligibility of
enployers in this state for federal unenploynent tax credits, the
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conflicting part of this act is inoperative solely to the extent of the
conflict, and the finding or determnation does not affect the
operation of the remainder of this act. Rules adopted under this act
must neet federal requirenents that are a necessary condition to the
receipt of federal funds by the state or the granting of federal
unenpl oynent tax credits to enployers in this state.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 12. Sections 1 through 11 of this act
constitute a new chapter in Title 50 RCW

~-- END ---

ESB 5568 p. 4



