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SENATE BI LL 5588

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Wj ahn, Snyder, Thi baudeau, Fairley, Wnsley, Costa, Hale,
Prentice, MAuliffe, Kohl-Wlles, Rasnmussen, Franklin and Sell ar

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to classifying false or m sl eadi ng adverti sing by
health carriers as unfair and deceptive acts; and adding a new section
to chapter 48.43 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 48.43 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A health carrier shall not engage in unfair or deceptive acts
or practices as such acts and practices are prohibited under chapter
48. 30 RCW Such acts and practices include but are not limted to the
pl acenmrent of any advertisenent before the public that is false,
i naccurate, or msleading. Such advertising is a matter affecting the
public interest for the purposes of applying chapter 19.86 RCW and is
not reasonable in relation to the devel opnent and preservation of
busi ness. A violation of this section constitutes an unfair or
deceptive act or practice in trade or comrerce for the purpose of
appl yi ng chapter 19.86 RCW
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1 (2) The comm ssioner may by rul e define and prohibit other acts and
2 practices by health carriers found by the comm ssioner to be unfair and
3 deceptive and harnful to consuners.

~-- END ---
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