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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5634

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Education (originally sponsored by Senators
Fi nkbei ner, Zarelli, Hale, Cke, Deccio, Johnson, Hochstatter, Rossi
McDonal d, Horn, Swecker and West)

Read first tinme 03/03/1999.

AN ACT Relating to the retention and pronotion of students; and
addi ng a new section to chapter 28A. 320 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28A 320
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature finds that it is critical for the success of
the public school system and for the greatest achievenent of each

i ndi vidual pupil that all educators hold, and act upon, high
expectations for the academ c achievenent of every student. The
state’ s education reforns enphasi ze hi gher standards and performance,
not just "seat tinme" in school. No child should graduate from high

school with a diploma if the student is unable to read. Pronoti ng
student from grade to grade wthout denonstrating appropriate
conpet enci es does no service to our children.

(2) Beginning with the 1999-2000 school vyear, all school boards
shall adopt a policy, or amend any existing |local policy, regarding
pronotion and retention of pupils.

(3) The district policy shall be adopted at a public neeting of the
school board and shall

p. 1 SSB 5634



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

(a) Provide for parental notification when a pupil isidentified as
being at risk of retention. This notice shall be provided as early in
t he school year, and as early in their school careers, as practicable.
The policy shall provide a pupil’s parent or guardian the opportunity
to consult with the teacher or teachers responsible for the decisionto
pronote or retain the pupil; and

(b) Indicate the manner in which opportunities for renedial
instruction are available to pupils who are recommended for retention
or who are identified as being at risk for retention.

~-- END ---
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