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SENATE BI LL 5640

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Gardner and MCaslin; by request of Secretary of State

Read first time 02/01/1999. Referred to Committee on State & Loca
Gover nnent .

AN ACT Relating to elections; anending RCW 29.13.010, 29.13.020,
29.13.070, 29.15.020, 29.24.020, 29.24.035, 29.30.075, 29.36.010,
29. 36. 045, 29.36.060, 29.36.122, 14.08.304, 17.28.090, 27.12.370,
29.13.023, 29.13.024, 29.13.060, 29.36.121, 29.81A 010, 35.02.130,
35.13.174, 35.17.400, 35.27.090, 35A. 02.050, 52.02.080, 52.04.071
53. 04. 020, 53.04.080, 54.08.010, 54.08.070, 54.40.070, 57.04.050,
57.04.140, 57.24.190, 57.28.090, 68.52.250, 70.44.020, 80.52.050,
82.14. 036, 82.46.021, and 82.80.090; reenacting and anending RCW
29.36.120 and 35.17.020; and repealing RCW 29. 01. 160.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW29.13.010 and 1994 ¢ 142 s 1 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

(1) Al ((state;——ecounty—etty—town—and—distrtet)) general
el ections ((#e%—%he—e#ee%+eﬂ—e#—#eéeFa#——s%a%e——#egks#a%+ve——raékekak—

subm-sston)) at which a state-wide neasure is submtted to the voters

of the state((;—ecounty—eity—town—or—di-striet—of—any—neasure—+for
thet+—adoption—and—approval—er—+efeet+on—shalt)) nust be held on the
first Tuesday after the first Mnday of Novenber((;—+n—the—~year—in
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(2) Al federal, state, leqgislative, judicial, and county general

elections for the purpose of electing officers nust be held on the
first Tuesday after the first Monday i n Novenber in even-nunbered years
except in the followi ng circunstances:

(a) An electionto fill an unexpired termis required to be held at
the next general election and that el ection occurs in an odd-nunbered
year ;

(b) The election of county officers in a county governed by a
charter containing provisions calling for general county el ections at
a different tine;

(c) The election for any offices for which the legislature has
provided different dates.

(3) All city, town, and district general elections for the purpose
of electing officers must be held on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in Novenber in odd-nunbered years except general elections for
the purpose of electing officers of public wutility districts or
districts in which the ownership of property within those districts is
a prerequisite to voting, all of which elections nust be held at the
times prescribed in the |laws specifically applicable to them

Sec. 2. RCW?29.13.020 and 1994 ¢ 142 s 2 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
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REW ) Acounty legislative authority may call for a special election by

presenting a resolution to the county auditor at |east sixty days
before the proposed el ection date.

(2) The county auditor, as ex officio supervisor of elections, upon
request in the formof a resolution of the governing body of a city,
town, or district, presented to the auditor at |east ((forty—+ive))
sixty days prior to the proposed el ection date, ((may—+H—the—county
avdi-tor—deens—an—energeneyto—exists)) shall call a special electionin

such city, town, or district, and for the purpose of such special
el ection he or she may conbine, unite, or divide precincts.

(3) Except as provided in subsection ((£3))) (4) of this section,
such a special election shall be held on one of the follow ng dates as
deci ded by the governing body:

(a) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in February;

(b) The second Tuesday in March;

(c) The fourth Tuesday in April;

(d) The third Tuesday in Muy;

(e) The ((day—eft—the—primary—eleetton—as—speetfied—by—RCEW
29-13-070)) third Tuesday in August; or

(f) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novenber.

((63))) (4) In a presidential election year, if a presidential
preference primary i s conducted i n February, March, April, or May under
chapter 29.19 RCW the date on which a special election may be called
under subsection ((€2))) (3) of this section during the nonth of that
primary is the date of the presidential primary.

((£4Y)) (5) The resolution calling for a special election my
provide for two election dates, not to be held within sixty days of
each other, either of which may be canceled at any tine if the
requesting jurisdiction delivers to the auditor a resolution calling
for a cancellation and reinburses the auditor for all costs incurred
before the cancellation.

(6) In addition to subsection ((€2))) (3)(a) through (f) of this
section, a special election to validate an excess |levy or bond issue
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may be called at any tinme to neet the needs resulting fromfire, flood,
eart hquake, or other act of God, except that no special election may be
hel d between the first day for candidates to file for public office and
the last day to certify the returns of the general election other than
as provided in subsection ((£2))) (3)(e) and (f) of this section. Such
special election shall be conducted and notice thereof given in the
manner provided by | aw.

((65))) (7) This section shall supersede the provisions of any and
all other statutes, whether general or special in nature, having
different dates for such city, town, and district elections, the
pur pose of this section being to establish mandatory dates for hol di ng
el ecti ons.

Sec. 3. RCW29.13.070 and 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 s 29 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

Nom nating primaries for general elections to be held in Novenber
shall be held at the regular polling places in each precinct on the

third Tuesday of the precedi ng ((Septenrber—er—on—the—seventh—Tuesday
. ¥ I ¥ I Lol on_whicl ‘i )
August .

Sec. 4. RCW?29.15.020 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 81 are each anended to read
as follows:

Except where otherwi se provided by this title, declarations of
candidacy for the following offices shall be filed during regular
busi ness hours with the filing officer no earlier than the ((feurth))
first Monday in ((3uhy)) June and no | ater than the following Friday in
the year in which the office is scheduled to be voted upon:

(1) Ofices that are scheduled to be voted upon for full terns or
both full ternms and short ternms at, or in conjunction with, a state
general election; and

(2) Ofices where a vacancy, other than a short term exists that
has not been filled by election and for which an election to fill the
vacancy is required in conjunction with the next state general
el ecti on.

This section supersedes all other statutes that provide for a
different filing period for these offices.
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Sec. 5. RCW?29.24.020 and 1989 ¢ 215 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Any nom nation of a candidate for partisan public office by other
than a major political party shall only be nade either: (1) In a
convention held not earlier than the ((}last)) second Saturday in
((3une)) My and not later than the ((fH+st)) third Saturday in
((Juy)) May or during any of the seven days i mredi ately precedi ng the
first day for filing declarations of candidacy as fixed in accordance
with RCW29.68.080; or (2) as provided by RCW ((29-5+-2170)) 29.62. 180.
A mnor political party may hold nore than one convention but in no
case shall any such party nom nate nore than one candi date for any one
partisan public office or position. For the purpose of nom nating
candidates for the offices of president and vice-president, United
States senator, or a state-wide office, a mnor party or independent
candi date hol ding nmultiple conventions may add together the nunber of
signatures of different individuals from each convention obtained in
support of the candidate or candidates in order to obtain the nunber
requi red by RCW29. 24.030. For all other offices for which nom nations
are made, signatures of the requisite nunber of registered voters nust
be obtained at a single convention.

Sec. 6. RCW29.24.035 and 1989 ¢ 215 s 5 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

A nom nating petition submtted under this chapter shall clearly
identify the name of the mnor party or independent candidate
convention as it appears on the certificate of nom nation as required
by RCW ((29—24-0306(3))) 29.24.040(3). The petition shall also contain
a statenent that the person signing the petitionis a registered voter
of the state of Washington and shall have a space for the voter to sign
his or her nanme and to print his or her nanme and address. No person
may sign nore than one nom nating petition under this chapter for an
office for a primary or el ection.

Sec. 7. RCW29.30.075 and 1987 ¢ 54 s 1 are each anmended to read
as follows:

Except where a recount or litigation under RCW 29.04.030 is
pendi ng, the county auditor shall have sufficient absentee ballots
ready to mail to absentee voters of that county at |east twenty days
before any primary, general election, or special election. Al

SB 5640 p. 6



A W DN P

©O© 00 N O O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38

overseas absentee ballots nust be nmailed forty-five days before any
primary, general election, or special election. A request for an
overseas absentee ballot received after that day nust be processed
i medi atel y.

Sec. 8. RCW?29.36.010 and 1991 ¢ 81 s 29 are each anended to read
as follows:

Any registered voter of the state or any out-of-state voter,
overseas voter, or service voter may vote by absentee ballot in any
general election, special election, or primary in the manner provided
in this chapter. Qut-of -state voters, overseas voters, and service
voters are authorized to cast the same ballots, including those for
special elections, as a registered voter of the state would receive
under this chapter

(1) Except as provided in subsections (2) ((and)), (3), and (4) of
this section, in RCW 29.36.013, and in RCW 29.36.170, a registered
voter or elector desiring to cast an absentee ballot ((Aust)) may
request the absentee ballot fromhis or her county auditor no earlier
than forty-five days nor later than the day before any election or
primary. Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section and in
RCW 29. 36. 170, the request may be nade orally in person, by tel ephone,
or inwiting. An application or request for an absentee ball ot nmade
under the authority of any federal statute or regulation shall be
considered and given the sane effect as a request for an absentee
bal | ot under this chapter.

(2) For any registered voter, a request for an absentee ballot for
a primary shall be honored as a request for an absentee ballot for the
follow ng general election if the voter so indicates in his or her
request. For any out-of-state voter, overseas voter, or service voter,
a request for an absentee ballot for a primary el ection shall also be
honored as a request for an absentee ballot for the foll ow ng general
el ecti on.

(3) Avoter admtted to a hospital no earlier than five days before
a primary or election and confined to the hospital on el ection day may
apply by nmessenger for an absentee ballot on the day of the primary or
election if a signed statenment from the hospital admnistrator, or
desi gnee, verifying the voter’s date of adm ssion and status as a
patient in the hospital on the day of the primary or election is
attached to the voter’s witten application for an absentee ball ot.
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(4) An _overseas voter may request the absentee ballot fromhis or
her county auditor no earlier than sixty days nor later than the day
before an election or primary.

(5 In a voter’s request for an absentee ballot, the voter shal
state the address to which the absentee ballot should be sent. A
request for an absentee ballot from an out-of-state voter, overseas
voter, or service voter shall state the address of that elector’s |ast
residence for voting purposes in the state of Washington and either a
witten application or the oath on the return envel ope shall include a
decl aration of the other qualifications of the applicant as an el ector
of this state. A request for an absentee ballot fromany other voter
shal |l state the address at which that voter is currently registered to
vote in the state of WAshi ngton or the county auditor shall verify such
information fromthe voter registration records of the county.

((65))) (B6) A request for an absentee ballot from a registered
voter who is withinthis state shall be nmade directly to the auditor of
the county in which the voter is registered. An absentee ball ot
request froma registered voter who is tenporarily outside this state
or froman out-of-state voter, overseas voter, or service voter may be
made either to the appropriate county auditor or to the secretary of
state, who shall pronmptly forward the request to the appropriate county
audi tor. No person, organization, or association may distribute
absentee ballot applications within this state that contain any return
address other than that of the appropriate county auditor.

((66))) (7) A person nmay request an absentee ballot for use by the
person as a registered voter and nmay request an absentee ballot on
behal f of any nenber of that person’s imediate famly who is a
regi stered voter for use by the famly nmenber. As a neans of ensuring
that a person who requests an absentee ballot is requesting the ball ot
for only that person or a nenber of the person’s i mediate famly, the
secretary of state shall adopt rules prescribing the circunstances
under which an auditor: May require a person who requests an absentee
ballot to identify the date of birth of the voter for whomthe ball ot
i's requested; and nmay deny a request which is not acconpanied by this
i nformati on.

Sec. 9. RCW?29. 36.045 and 1987 c 346 s 12 are each amended to read
as foll ows:
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The county auditor shall send each absentee voter a ballot, a
security envelope in which to seal the ballot after voting, a |larger
envel ope in which to return the security envel ope, and instructions on
howto mark the ballot and howto return it to the county auditor. The
| arger return envel ope shall contain a declaration by the absentee
voter reciting his or her qualifications and stating that he or she has
not voted in any other jurisdiction at this election, together with a
summary of the penalties for any violation of any of the provisions of
this chapter. The return envel ope shall provide space ((fer—the—veter
to—indi-cate—thedate—on—whiechtheballot—was—vetedand)) for the voter
to sign the oath, along with a statenment notifying the voter that the
bal | ot nust be received by the auditor no later than 8:00 p.m on the
day of the primary or election. A sunmary of the applicable penalty
provisions of this chapter shall be printed on the return envel ope
i medi ately adjacent to the space for the voter’s signature. The
signature of the voter on the return envel ope shall affirmand attest
to the statenents regarding the qualifications of that voter and to the
validity of the ballot. For out-of-state voters, overseas voters, and
service voters, the signed declaration on the return envel ope
constitutes the equivalent of a voter registration for the el ection or
primary for which the ballot has been issued. The voter shall be
instructed to either return the ballot to the county auditor by whomit
was i ssued or attach sufficient first class postage, if applicable, and
((rai)) return the ballot to the appropriate county auditor no |ater
than the day of the election or primary for which the ballot was
issued. No absentee ballot is valid if it is received by the county
auditor after 8:00 p.m on the day of the primary or el ection.

Sec. 10. RCW29.36.060 and 1991 ¢ 81 s 32 are each anended to read
as follows:

The openi ng and subsequent processing of return envel opes for any
primary or election may begin on or after the tenth day prior to such
primary or election. The ((epening—of—the—security—envelopes—and))
tabul ati on of absentee ballots shall not commence until after 8:00
o'clock p.m on the day of the primary or election. Al l absentee
bal |l ots nust be counted by the end of business on the Friday after the
primary or el ection.

( (AHter—opening
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Bef ore opening a returned absentee ballot, the canvassing board or

its designated representatives shall examne the ((poestwarks))
statenent((s)) and signature on ((eaeh)) the return envelope
((eentaining)) that contains the security envel ope and absent ee bal | ot .
They shall verify that the voter’s signature on the return envelope is
the same as ((that)) the signature in the registration files for that
voter and that the ballot was returned before 8:00 p.m on the day of
the primary or election. ((Fer—absenteevoters—otherthanout—of-—state

hall ) I Li el I : : he—of—t4

i -)) For any absentee voter, a
vari ati on between the signature of the voter on the return envel ope and
that in the registration files due to the substitution of initials or
the use of common nicknanes is permtted so long as the surnane and
handwiting are clearly the sane.

Sec. 11. RCW29.36.122 and 1994 ¢ 57 s 50 are each anended to read
as follows:

For any special election conducted by mail, the county auditor
shall send a mail ballot with a return identification envel ope to each
active registered voter of the district in which the special election

i s being conducted ((net—seoner—than—thetwenty—fHfth—day beforethe

date—ef—the—election—andnottater—thanthe fHfteenthday beforethe
date—of—the—eleetion)) in the sanme manner as absentee ballots as

provided for by RCW 29.30.075. The envelope in which the ballot is
mai | ed nust clearly indicate that the ballot is not to be forwarded and
is to be returned to the sender with return postage guaranteed. The
auditor shall send an application to receive a ballot to all inactive
voters of the district. Upon receipt of a conpleted application the
auditor shall send a ballot and restore the voter’s status to active.
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Sec. 12. RCW14.08.304 and 1994 c 223 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

The board of airport district comm ssioners shall consist of three
menbers. The first conm ssioners shall be appointed by the county
| egi sl ative authority. At the next general district election, held as
provided in RCW ((29-313-020)) 29.13.010, three airport district
conmm ssioners shall be elected. The terms of office of airport
district comm ssioners shall be two years, or until their successors
are elected and qualified and have assuned office in accordance with
RCW 29. 04.170. Menbers of the board of airport district comm ssioners
shall be elected at each regular district general election on a
nonpartisan basis in accordance wth the general election |aw
Vacancies on the board of airport district comm ssioners shall occur
and shall be filled as provided in chapter 42.12 RCW Menbers of the
board of airport district conm ssioners shall receive no conpensation
for their services, but shall be reinbursed for actual necessary
traveling and sustenance expenses incurred while engaged on official
busi ness.

Sec. 13. RCW17.28.090 and 1957 ¢ 153 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

If, fromthe testinony given before the county conm ssioners, it
appears to that board that the public necessity or welfare requires the
formation of the district, it shall, by an order entered on its
m nutes, declare that to be its finding, and shall further declare and
order that the territory wthin the boundaries so fixed and determ ned
be organi zed as a district, under an appropriate nane to be sel ected by
the county comm ssioners, subject to approval of the voters of the
district as hereinafter provided. The name shall contain the words
"mosquito control district.”

At the time of the declaration establishing and namng the
district, the county comm ssioners shall by resolution call a special

el ection to be held ((net-tessthanthirtydays—andnoet—morethansixty
days—from-the—datethereof)) as provided in RCW 29.13. 020, and shal

cause to be published a notice of such election at |east once a week
for three consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in
the county, setting forth the hours during which the polls wll be
open, the boundaries of the proposed district as finally adopted, and
the object of the election. |If any portion of the proposed district
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lies in another county, a notice of such election shall |ikew se be
publ i shed in that county.

The election on the formation of the nosquito control district
shall be conducted by the auditor of the county in which the greater
area of the proposed district is |ocated in accordance with the general
el ection laws of the state and the results thereof shall be canvassed
by that county’s canvassing board. For the purpose of conducting an
el ection under this section, the auditor of the county in which the
greater area of the proposed district is located may appoint the
auditor of any county or the city clerk of any city lying wholly or
partially within the proposed district as his deputies. No person
shall be entitled to vote at such election unless he is a qualified
voter under the laws of the state in effect at the tinme of such
el ection and has resided within the nosquito control district for at
least thirty days preceding the date of the election. The ball ot
proposition shall be in substantially the follow ng form

"Shall a nosquito control district be established for the area
described in a resolution of the board of comm ssioners of
county adopted on the . . . . day of . . . . . ., 19. . .?

YES |
NO . . . . . . . sk

If a majority of the persons voting on the proposition shall vote
in favor thereof, the nosquito control district shall thereupon be
established and the county comm ssioners of the county in which the
greater area of the district is situated shall imediately file for
record in the office of the county auditor of each county in which any
portion of the land enbraced in the district is situated, and shal
al so forward to the county comm ssioners of each of the other counties,
if any, in which any portion of the district is situated, and also
shall file with the secretary of state, a certified copy of the order
of the county comm ssioners. Fromand after the date of the filing of
the certified copy with the secretary of state, the district naned
therein is organized as a district, with all the rights, privileges,
and powers set forth in this chapter, or necessarily incident thereto.

If a majority of the persons voting on the proposition shall vote
in favor thereof, all expenses of the election shall be paid by the
nmosquito control district when organized. |[|f the proposition fails to
receive a majority of votes in favor, the expenses of the election
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shall be borne by the respective counties in which the district is
| ocated in proportion to the nunber of votes cast in said counties.

Sec. 14. RCW 27.12.370 and 1982 c 123 s 14 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The county |l egislative authority or authorities shall by resol ution
call a special election to be held in such city or town at the next

dat e provi ded i n RCW( (29-213-010but—nottessthanfortyftivedaysf+rom
the—date—of—the—declaratton—of—such—FHnding)) 29.13.020, and shall

cause notice of such election to be given as provided for in RCW
29. 27. 080.

The el ection on the annexation of the city or town into the library
district shall be conducted by the auditor of the county or counties in
which the city or town is located in accordance with the genera
el ection laws of the state and the results thereof shall be canvassed
by the canvassi ng board of the county or counties. No person shall be
entitled to vote at such election unless he or she is registered to
vote in said city or town for at least thirty days preceding the date
of the election. The ballot proposition shall be in substantially the
followng form

"Shall the city or town of . . . . . . be annexed to and be a part
of . . . . . . library district?

YES . . . . . . . s

NO . . . . . . . . . ...

If a majority of the persons voting on the proposition shall vote
in favor thereof, the city or town shall thereupon be annexed and shal
be a part of such library district.

Sec. 15. RCW29.13.023 and 1981 c 213 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

Al'l regular elections in first class cities having a mayor-counci |
form of governnment whose charters provide for twelve council nenbers
elected for a termof tw years, two being elected from each of six
wards, and for the election of a mayor, treasurer, and conptroller for
terms of two years, shall be held biennially as provided in RCW
((29-433-0620)) 29.13.010. The term of each councilnenber, nmayor,
treasurer, and conptroller shall be four years and until his or her
successor is elected and qualified and assunes office in accordance
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with RCW 29.04.170. The terms of the council nenbers shall be so
staggered that six council nmenbers shall be elected to office at each
regul ar el ection.

Sec. 16. RCW29.13.024 and 1981 c 213 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

Al'l regular elections in first class cities having a mayor-counci |
f ormof government whose charters provide for seven counci |l nenbers, one
to be elected fromeach of six wards and one at large, for a term of
two years, and for the election of a mayor, conptroller, treasurer and
attorney for two year terns, shall be held biennially as provided in
RCW ( (29-23-020)) 29.13.010. The ternms of the six council nenbers to be
el ected by wards shall be four years and until their successors are
el ected and qualified and the term of the council nenber to be el ected
at large shall be two years and until their successors are el ected and
qualified. The terns of the council nenbers shall be so staggered that
three ward council nmenbers and the council menber at |arge shall be
el ected at each regular el ection. The term of the mayor, attorney,
treasurer, and conptroller shall be four years and wuntil their
successors are elected and qualified and assune office in accordance
wi th RCW 29. 04. 170.

Sec. 17. RCW29.13.060 and 1996 ¢ 202 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) In each county with a popul ati on of two hundred ten thousand or
nore, first class school districts containing acity of the first class
shall hold their elections biennially as provided i n RCW ( (29-33-020))
29.13. 010.

(2) Except as provided in RCW 28A.315.460, the directors to be
elected may be elected for ternms of six years and until their
successors are elected and qualified and assune office in accordance
wi th RCW 29. 04. 170.

(3) If the board of directors of a school district included within
the definition in subsection (1) of this section reduces the | ength of
the term of office for school directors in the district fromsix to
four years, the reduction in the length of term nust not affect the
term of office of any incunbent director without his or her consent,
and provi sion nust be nade to appropriately stagger future el ections of
school directors.
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Sec. 18. RCW29.36.120 and 1994 ¢ 269 s 1 and 1994 c 57 s 48 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) At any primary or election, general or special, the county
auditor may, in any precinct having fewer than two hundred active
regi stered voters at the time of closing of voter registration as
provi ded i n RCW29. 07. 160, conduct the voting in that precinct by mail

bal | ot . For any precinct having fewer than two hundred active
regi stered voters where voting at a primary or a general election is
conducted by mail ballot, the county auditor shall, not I|ess than

fifteen days prior to the date of that primary or general election

mail or deliver to each active and inactive registered voter within
that precinct a notice that the voting in that precinct will be by mail
ball ot, an application formfor a mail ballot, and a postage prepaid
envel ope, preaddressed to the issuing officer. A mail ballot shall be
i ssued to each voter who returns a properly executed application to the
county auditor no later than the day of that primary or general
el ection. For all subsequent mail ballot elections in that precinct
the application is valid so long as the voter remains active and
qualified to vote. |In determning the nunber of registered voters in
a precinct for the purposes of this section, persons who are ongoi ng
absentee voters under RCW 29. 36. 013 shall not be counted. Nothing in
this section may be construed as altering the vote tallying
requi renments of RCW 29. 62. 090.

At any nonpartisan special election not being held in conjunction
wth a state primary or general election, the county, city, town, or
district requesting the election pursuant to RCW ((29-33-010—6r))
29.13.020 may also request that the election be conducted by mail
ball ot. The county auditor may honor the request or may determ ne that
the election is not to be conducted by mail ballot. The decision of
the county auditor in this regard is final.

In no instance shall any special election be conducted by mail
ballot in any precinct with two hundred or nore active registered
voters if candidates for partisan office are to be voted upon

For all special elections not being held in conjunction with a
state primary or state general election where voting is conducted by
mai | ballot, the county auditor shall, not |l ess than fifteen days prior
to the date of such election, nmail or deliver to each active registered
voter a mail ballot and an envel ope, preaddressed to the issuing
officer. The auditor shall send each inactive voter either a ballot or
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an application to receive a ballot. The auditor shall determ ne which

of the two is to be sent. If the inactive voter returns a voted
ballot, the ballot shall be counted and the voter’s status restored to
active. |If the inactive voter conpletes and returns an application, a

ball ot shall be sent and the voter’s status restored to active.

(2) For a two-year period beginning on June 9, 1994, and endi ng two
years after June 9, 1994, the county auditor may conduct the voting in
any precinct by mil for any primary or election, partisan or
nonparti san, using the procedures set forth in RCW 29. 36.120 through
29. 36. 139.

Sec. 19. RCW29. 36.121 and 1994 ¢ 57 s 49 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) At any nonpartisan special election not being held in
conjunction with a state primary or general election, the county, city,
town, or district requesting the election pursuant to RCW ((29—313-610
er)) 29.13.020 may al so request that the el ection be conducted by nail
ball ot. The county auditor may honor the request or may determ ne that
the election is not to be conducted by mail ballot. The decision of
the county auditor in this regard is final.

(2) I'n an odd-nunbered year, the county auditor may conduct by nai l
ballot a primary or a special election concurrently wiwth the primry:

(a) For any office or ballot neasure of a special purpose district
which is entirely within the county;

(b) For any office or ballot neasure of a special purpose district
which lies in the county and one or nore other counties if the auditor
first secures the concurrence of the county auditors of those other
counties to conduct the primary in this manner district-w de; and

(c) For any ball ot neasure or nonpartisan office of a county, city,
or town if the auditor first secures the concurrence of the | egislative
authority of the county, city, or town invol ved.

A primary in an odd-nunbered year may not be conducted by mai
ballot in any precinct with two hundred or nore active registered
voters if a partisan office or state office or state ballot neasure is
to be voted upon at that primary in the precinct.

(3) For all special elections not being held in conjunction with a
state primary or state general election where voting is conducted by
mail ballot, the county auditor shall, not less than fifteen days
before the date of such election, mail or deliver to each registered
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voter a mail ballot and an envel ope, preaddressed to the issuing
officer. The county auditor shall notify an election jurisdiction for
which a primary is to be held that the prinmary will be conducted by
mai | bal |l ot.

(4) To the extent they are not inconsistent with subsections (1)
through (3) of this section, the |laws governing the conduct of mail
bal |l ot special elections apply to nonpartisan primaries conducted by
mai | bal |l ot.

Sec. 20. RCW 29.81A. 010 and 1984 c¢ 106 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

At | east ninety days before any primary or general election, or at
| east forty days before any special el ection held under RCW( (29213010
er)) 29.13.020, the legislative authority of any county or first-class
or code city nmay adopt an ordi nance authorizing the publication and
distribution of a |local voters’ panphlet. The panphlet shall provide
information on all neasures within that jurisdiction and may, if
specified in the ordinance, include information on candidates within
that jurisdiction. If both a county and a first-class or code city
within that county authorize a local voters’ panphlet for the sane
el ection, the panphlet shall be produced jointly by the county and the
first-class or code city. |If no agreenent can be reached between the
county and first-class or code city, the county and first-class or code
city may each produce a panphlet. Any ordi nance adopted authorizing a
| ocal voters’ panphlet may be for a specific primary, special election,
or general election or for any future primaries or elections. The
format of any | ocal voters’ panphlet shall, whenever applicable, conply
with the provisions of chapters 29.80 and 29.81 RCW regarding the
publication of the state candi dates’ and voters’ panphlets.

Sec. 21. RCW 35.02.130 and 1997 c¢ 361 s 11 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The city or town officially shall becone incorporated at a date
fromone hundred eighty days to three hundred si xty days after the date
of the election on the question of incorporation. An interim period
shall exist between the tine the newly elected officials have been
el ected and qualified and this official date of incorporation. During
this interim period, the newy elected officials are authorized to
adopt ordi nances and resolutions which shall becone effective on or
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after the official date of incorporation, and to enter into contracts
and agreenents to facilitate the transition to becomng a city or town
and to ensure a continuation of governmental services after the
of ficial date of incorporation. Periods of tinme that woul d be required
to el apse between the enactnent and effective date of such ordi nances,
including but not limted to times for publication or for filing
ref erenduns, shall comrence upon the date of such enactnent as though
the city or town were officially incorporated.

During this interim period, the city or town governing body may
adopt rules establishing policies and procedures under the state
environmental policy act, chapter 43.21C RCW and may use these rules
and procedures in nmaking determ nations under the state environnental
policy act, chapter 43.21C RCW

During this interimperiod, the newy formed city or town and its
governi ng body shall be subject to the follow ng as though the city or
town were officially incorporated: RCW4.24.470 relating to i nmunity;
chapter 42.17 RCW relating to open governnent; chapter 40.14 RCW
relating to the preservation and disposition of public records;
chapters 42.20 and 42.23 RCW relating to ethics and conflicts of
interest; chapters 42.30 and 42. 32 RCWrel ating to open public neetings
and mnutes; RCW 35.22.288, 35.23.221, 35.27.300, 35A 12.160, as
appropriate, and chapter 35A.65 RCW relating to the publication of
noti ces and ordi nances; RCW 35.21.875 and 35A.21.230 relating to the
designation of an official newspaper; RCW 36.16.138 relating to
l[tability insurance; RCW 35.22.620, 35.23.352, and 35A 40.210, as
appropriate, and statutes referenced therein relating to public
contracts and bidding; and chapter 39.34 RCWrelating to interloca
cooper ati on. Tax anticipation or revenue anticipation notes or
warrants and other short-term obligations may be issued and funds nmay
be borrowed on the security of these instrunments during this interim
period, as provided in chapter 39.50 RCW Funds al so may be borrowed
fromfederal, state, and ot her governnental agencies in the same manner
as if the city or town were officially incorporated.

RCW84. 52. 020 and 84.52. 070 shall apply to the extent that they may
be applicable, and the governing body of such city or town nmay take
appropriate action by ordi nance during the interimperiod to adopt the
property tax levy for its first full calendar year following the
i nterim period.
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The governing body of the new city or town may acquire needed
facilities, supplies, equipnent, insurance, and staff during this
interimperiod as if the city or town were in existence. An interim
city manager or admnistrator, who shall have such adm nistrative
powers and duties as are delegated by the governing body, nmay be
appointed to serve only until the official date of incorporation.
After the official date of incorporation the governing body of such a
new city organized under the council manager form of governnment may
extend t he appoi nt nent of such an interi mmanager or adm nistrator with
such limted powers as the governing body determi nes, for up to ninety
days. This governing body may submt ball ot propositions to the voters
of the city or town to authorize taxes to be collected on or after the
official date of incorporation, or authorize an annexation of the city
or town by a fire protection district or library district to be
effective imedi ately upon the effective date of the incorporation as
a city or town.

The boundaries of a newy incorporated city or town shall be deened
to be established for purposes of RCW 84.09.030 on the date that the
results of the initial election on the question of incorporation are
certified or the first day of January followng the date of this
election if the newly incorporated city or town does not inpose
property taxes in the sanme year that the voters approve the
i ncor poration.

The newly elected officials shall take office immediately upon
their election and qualification wth limted powers during this
interimperiod as provided in this section. They shall acquire their
full powers as of the official date of incorporation and shall continue
inoffice until their successors are elected and qualified at the next
general nmunicipal election after the official date of incorporation:
PROVI DED, That if the date of the next general nunicipal election is
less than twelve nonths after the date of the first election of
counci | menbers, those initially elected councilnenbers shall serve
until their successors are elected and qualified at the next foll ow ng
general nmunicipal election as provided in RCW29.04.170. For purposes
of this section, the general nunicipal election shall be the date on
which city and town general elections are held throughout the state of
Washi ngton, pursuant to RCW ((29—33-620)) 29.13. 010.

In any newWy incorporated city that has adopted t he counci | - manager
formof governnent, the termof office of the mayor, during the interim
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period only, shall be set by the council, and thereafter shall be as
provi ded by | aw

The official date of incorporation shall be on a date from one
hundred eighty to three hundred sixty days after the date of the
el ection on the question of incorporation, as specified in a resolution
adopted by the governing body during this interim period. A copy of
the resolution shall be filed with the county legislative authority of
the county in which all or the major portion of the newly incorporated
city or town is located. |If the governing body fails to adopt such a
resolution, the official date of incorporation shall be three hundred
sixty days after the date of the election on the question of
i ncorporation. The county |legislative authority of the county in which
all or the major portion of the newy incorporated city or town is
| ocated shall file a notice wwth the county assessor that the city or
town has been authorized to be incorporated imediately after the
favorabl e results of the election on the question of incorporation have
been certified. The county legislative authority shall file a notice
wWith the secretary of state that the city or town is incorporated as of
the official date of incorporation.

Sec. 22. RCW 35.13.174 and 1997 c 429 s 38 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Upon receipt by the board of county comm ssioners of a
determnation by a majority of the review board favoring annexati on of
t he proposed area that has been initiated by resol ution pursuant to RCW
35.13.015 by the city or town |egislative body, the board of county
conmi ssioners, or the city or town |egislative body for any city or
town within an urban grow h area desi gnat ed under RCW36. 70A. 110, shal
fix a date on which an annexation el ection shall be hel d( (—which—date
wHH—be—not—tessthanthirty—daysnoer—morethansixty—daysthereafter))
under RCW 29. 13. 010.

Sec. 23. RCW35.17.020 and 1994 ¢ 223 s 10 and 1994 c 119 s 1 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) Al regular elections in cities organi zed under the statutory
comm ssion formof governnent shall be held quadrennially in the odd-
nunbered years on the dates provided in RCW ((29—313-020)) 29.13.010.
However, after comm ssioners are elected at the next general election
occurring in 1995 or 1997, regular elections in cities organi zed under
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a statutory conm ssion formof governnent shall be held biennially at
muni ci pal general el ections.

(2) The conm ssioners shall be nomnated and elected at |arge
Their terms shall be for four years and until their successors are
elected and qualified and assune office in accordance with RCW
29.04.170. However, at the next regular election of a city organi zed
under a statutory conmm ssion formof governnent, the terns of office of
comm ssioners shall occur with the person who is elected as a
conmi ssioner receiving the |east nunber of votes being elected to a
two-year termof office and the other two persons who are el ected bei ng
el ected to four-year terns of office. Thereafter, conm ssioners shal
be elected to four-year terns of office.

(3) Vacancies on a comm ssion shall occur and shall be filled as
provided in chapter 42.12 RCW except that in every instance a person
shall be elected to fill the remainder of the unexpired term at the
next general nunicipal election that occurs twenty-ei ght or nore days
after the occurrence of the vacancy.

Sec. 24. RCW 35.17. 400 and 1994 c 223 s 11 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

The first election of comm ssioners shall be held at the next
special election that occurs at |east sixty days after the election
results are certified where the proposition to organize under the
comm ssion formwas approved by city voters, and the conm ssion first
el ected shall commence to serve as soon as they have been el ected and
have qualified and shall continue to serve until their successors have
been el ected and qualified and have assuned office in accordance with
RCW29. 04. 170. The date of the second el ection for comm ssioners shall
be i n accordance with RCW((29—233-06206)) 29.13. 010 such that the term of
the first comm ssioners wll be as near as possible to, but not in
excess of, four years calculated fromthe first day in January in the
year after the year in which the first conm ssioners were el ected.

Sec. 25. RCW35.27.090 and 1979 ex.s. ¢ 126 s 23 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

Al'l general municipal elections in towns shall be held biennially
in the odd-nunbered years as provided in RCW ((29—33-0206)) 29.13. 010.
The termof office of the mayor and treasurer shall be four years and
until their successors are elected and qualified and assune office in
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accordance with RCW 29.04.170: PROVI DED, That the term of the
treasurer shall not comrence in the sanme bienniumin which the term of
t he mayor commences. Council nmen shall be elected for four year terns
and until their successors are elected and qualified and assune office
i n accordance with RCW29.04.170; three at one election and two at the
next succeedi ng bi ennial election.

Sec. 26. RCW 35A.02.050 and 1994 c 223 s 25 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The first election of officers where required for reorganization
under a different general plan of governnment newy adopted in a manner
provi ded i n RCW 35A. 02. 020, 35A. 02. 030, 35A.06.030, or 35A.06.060, as
now or hereafter anended, shall be at the next general nunicipal
election if one is to be held nore than ninety days but not nore than
one hundred and eighty days after certification of a reorgani zation
ordi nance or resolution, or otherwi se at a special election to be held
for that purpose in accordance with RCW29.13.020. 1In the event that
the first election of officers is to be held at a general nmunicipa
el ection, such election shall be preceded by a primary election
pursuant to RCW 29.21.010 and 29.13.070. 1In the event that the first
el ection of all officers is to be held at a special election rather
than at a general election, and notw thstandi ng any provisions of any
other law to the contrary, such special election shall be preceded by
a primary election to be held on a date authorized by RCW ( (29-33-010))
29.13. 020, and the persons nom nated at that primary el ection shall be
vot ed upon at the next succeedi ng special election that is authorized
by RCW ((29-233-6140)) 29.13.020: PROVI DED, That in the event the
ordinances <calling for reclassification or reclassification and
reorgani zati on under the provisions of Title 35A RCW have been filed
wth the secretary of state pursuant to RCW 35A. 02.040 in an even-
nunbered year at |least ninety days prior to a state general election
then the election of new officers shall be concurrent with the state
primary and general election and shall be conducted as set forth in
general election |aw.

Upon reorgani zation, candidates for all offices shall file or be
nom nated for and successful candidates shall be elected to specific
council positions. The initial terns of office for those elected at a
first election of all officers shall be as foll ows: (1) A sinple
maj ority of the persons who are el ected as council nenbers receiving the
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greatest nunbers of votes and the mayor in a city with a mayor-counci
pl an of governnent shall be elected to four-year ternms of office, if
the election is held in an odd-nunbered year, or three-year terns of
office, if the election is held in an even-nunbered year; and (2) the
ot her persons who are elected as council nenbers shall be elected to
two-year terns of office, if the election is held in an odd-nunbered
year, or one-year terns of office, if the electionis held in an even-
nunbered year. The newly elected officials shall take office
i medi ately when they are elected and qualified, but the |ength of
their ternms of office shall be calculated fromthe first day of January
inthe year following the el ection. Thereafter, each person el ected as
a councilnmenber or mayor in a city wth a mayor-council plan of
government shall be elected to a four-year term of office. Each
counci |l menber and mayor in a city with a mayor-council plan of
governnment shall serve until a successor is elected and qualified and
assunes office as provided in RCW29. 04. 170.

The former officers shall, upon the election and qualification of
new officers, deliver to the proper officers of the reorganized
noncharter code city all books of record, docunents and papers in their
possession belonging to such nunicipal corporation before the
reorgani zati on thereof.

Sec. 27. RCW52.02.080 and 1989 ¢ 63 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

The election on the formation of the district and to elect the
initial fire comm ssioners shall be conducted by the el ection officials
of the county or counties in which the proposed district is |ocated in
accordance with the general election laws of the state. This election
shall be held at the next general election date, as specified under RCW
((29-33-0620)) 29.13.010, that occurs forty-five or nore days after the
date of the action by the boundary review board, or county | egislative
authority or authorities, approving the proposal.

Sec. 28. RCW 52.04. 071 and 1984 c 230 s 16 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

The county |l egislative authority or authorities shall by resol ution
call a special election to be held inthe city or town and in the fire
protection district at the next date provided in RCW ((29—313-010but

nrot—-ess—thanftoerty—i+vedayst+roemthedate—ofthe deelaratien—oefthe
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Hnding)) 29.13. 020, and shall cause notice of the election to be given
as provided for in RCW 29.27.080.

The el ection on the annexation of the city or town into the fire
protection district shall be conducted by the auditor of the county or
counties in which the city or town and the fire protection district are
| ocated i n accordance with the general election |laws of the state. The
results thereof shall be canvassed by the canvassing board of the
county or counties. No person is entitled to vote at the election
unl ess he or she is a qualified elector in the city or town or unless
he or she is a qualified elector within the boundaries of the fire
protection district. The ballot proposition shall be in substantially
the followng form

"Shall the city or town of . . . . . . be annexed to and be a part
of . . . . . . fire protection district?

YES

NO

If a majority of the persons voting on the propositionin the city
or town and a majority of the persons voting on the proposition in the
fire protection district vote in favor thereof, the city or town shal
be annexed and shall be a part of the fire protection district.

Sec. 29. RCWA53.04.020 and 1992 ¢ 147 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

At any general election or at any special election which may be
called for that purpose, the county |l egislative authority of any county
in this state may, or on petition of ten percent of the registered
voters of such county based on the total vote cast in the | ast general
county election, shall, by resolution submt to the voters of such
county the proposition of creating a port district coextensive wth the
[imts of such county. Such petition shall be filed with the county
auditor, who shall within fifteen days exam ne the signatures thereof
and certify to the sufficiency or insufficiency thereof, and for such
pur pose the county auditor shall have access to all registration books
in the possession of the officers of any incorporated city or town in
such proposed port district. If such petition be found to be
insufficient, it shall be returned to the persons filing the sanme, who
may anmend or add nanes thereto for ten days, when the sane shall be
returned to the county auditor, who shall have an additional fifteen
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days to exam ne the sane and attach his or her certificate thereto. No
person havi ng signed such petition shall be allowed to withdraw his or
her name therefrom after the filing of the same wth the county
auditor. Wenever such petition shall be certified to as sufficient,
the county auditor shall forthwith transmt the sane, together with his
or her certificate of sufficiency attached thereto, to the | egislative
authority of the county, who shall submt such proposition at the next
general election or, if such petition so requests, the county
| egi slative authority shall, at their first nmeeting after the date of
such certificate, by resolution, call a special election to be held in
accordance with RCW ((29-313-0616—and)) 29.13.020. The notice of
el ection shall state the boundaries of the proposed port district and
t he object of such election. In submtting the question to the voters
for their approval or rejection, the proposition shall be expressed on
the ball ot substantially in the follow ng terns:

"Port of . . . . . ., Yes." (giving the nane of the principa
seaport city within such proposed port district, or if there be nore
than one city of the same class wthin such district, such nanme as may
be determ ned by the legislative authority of the county).

"Port of . . . . . ., No." (giving the nanme of the principal
seaport city within such port district, or if there be nore than one
city of the same class within such district, such name as may be
determ ned by the legislative authority of the county).

Sec. 30. RCW 53.04.080 and 1990 c 259 s 16 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

At any general election or at any special election which may be
called for that purpose the county legislative authority of any county
in this state in which there exists a port district which is not
coextensive with the limts of the county, shall on petition of the
comm ssioners of such port district, by resolution, submt to the
voters residing within the limts of any territory which the existing
port district desires to annex or include in its enlarged port
district, the proposition of enlarging the limts of such existing port
districts so as to include therein the whole of the territory enbraced
within the boundaries of such county, or such territory as may be
described in the petition by |egal subdivisions. Such petition shal
be filed with the county auditor, who shall forthwith transmt the sane
to the county | egislative authority, who shall submt such proposition
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at the next general election, or, if such petition so request, the
county legislative authority, shall at their first neeting after the
date of filing such petition, by resolution, call a special electionto
be held in accordance wth RCW( (29-33-—010-and)) 29.13.020. The notice
of election shall state the boundaries of the proposed enlarged port
district and the object of the special election. In submtting the
guestion to the voters of the territory proposed to be annexed or
included for their approval or rejection, the proposition shall be
expressed on the ballots substantially in the foll ow ng terns:

"Enl argenent of the port of . . . . ., yes." (G ving ((then
f+he})) the nane of the port district which it is proposed to enlarge);
"Enl argenent of the port of . . . . . ., no." (Gving the nane of

the port district which it is proposed to enlarge).

Such el ection, whether general or special, shall be held in each
precinct wholly or partially enbraced within the limts of the
territory proposed to be annexed or included and shall be conducted and
t he votes cast thereat counted, canvassed, and the returns thereof nade
in the manner provided by |law for holding general or special county
el ecti ons.

Sec. 31. RCW 54.08.010 and 1985 c 469 s 55 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

At any general election held in an even-nunbered year, the county
| egi slative authority of any county in this state may, or, on petition
of ten percent of the qualified electors of the county based on the
total vote cast in the |ast general county election held in an even-

nunbered year, shall, by resolution, submt to the voters of the county
the proposition of creating a public utility district which shall be
coextensive with the limts of the county as now or hereafter

established. A formof petition for the creation of a public utility
district shall be submtted to the county auditor within ten nonths
prior to the election at which the proposition is to be submtted to
the voters. Petitions shall be filed with the county auditor not | ess
than four nonths before the election and the county auditor shall
within thirty days exam ne the signatures thereof and certify to the
sufficiency or insufficiency thereof. |If the petition be found to be
insufficient, it shall be returned to the persons filing the sane, who
may anend or add nanes thereto for ten days, when the sane shall be
returned to the county auditor, who shall have an additional fifteen
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days to exam ne the sane and attach his certificate thereto. No person
having signed the petition shall be allowed to withdraw his nane
therefrom after the filing of the sane with the county auditor:
PROVI DED, That each signature shall be dated and that no signature
dated prior to the date on which the formof petition was submtted to
the county auditor shall be valid. Whenever the petition shall be
certifiedto as sufficient, the county auditor shall forthwith transmt
the sane, together wth his certificate of sufficiency attached
thereto, to the county legislative authority which shall submt the
proposition to the voters of the county at the next general electionin

an even-nunbered year ((eeceurringfortyfivedays—after—submssionof
the—prepoesttion—to—thetegislative—autherity)) under RCW 29.13. 010

The notice of the election shall state the boundaries of the proposed
public utility district and the object of such election, and shall in
ot her respects conformto the requirenents of the general |aws of the
state of Washington, governing the tine and manner of holding
el ections. In submtting the question to the voters for their approval
or rejection, the proposition shall be expressed on the ball ot
substantially in the follow ng terns:

Public Utility D strict No. c e e e e . .. . . . . . . YES I
Public Utility D strict No. e O

Any petition for the formation of a public utility district may
describe a less area than the entire county in which the petition is
filed, the boundaries of which shall followthe then existing precinct
boundaries and not divide any voting precinct; and in the event that
such a petition is filed the county |legislative authority shall fix a
date for a hearing on such petition, and shall publish the petition,
wi thout the signatures thereto appended, for two weeks prior to the
date of the hearing, together with a notice stating the tine of the
meeting when the petition will be heard. The publication, and al
other publications required by this ((aet)) title, shall be in a
newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the district is
situated. The hearing on the petition may be adjourned fromtine to
tinme, not exceeding four weeks in all. If upon the final hearing the
county legislative authority shall find that any |ands have been
unjustly or inproperly included wthin the proposed public utility
district and will not be benefited by inclusion therein, it shall
change and fix the boundary lines in such manner as it shall deem
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reasonable and just and conducive to the public welfare and
conveni ence, and nmeke and enter an order establishing and defining the
boundary |ines of the proposed public utility district: PROVIDED, That
no | ands shall be included wi thin the boundaries so fixed |ying outside
the boundaries described in the petition, except upon the witten
request of the owners of those lands. Thereafter the sane procedure
shall be followed as prescribed in this chapter for the formation of a
public utility district including an entire county, except that the
petition and election shall be confined solely to the |esser public
utility district.

No public utility district created after Septenber 1, 1979, shal
include any other public utility district within its boundaries:
PROVI DED, That this paragraph shall not alter, anend, or nodify
provi sions of chapter 54.32 RCW

Sec. 32. RCW54.08.070 and 1979 ex.s. ¢ 240 s 2 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

Any district which does not own or operate electric facilities for
t he generation, transm ssion or distribution of electric power on March
25, 1969, or any district which hereafter does not construct or acquire
such electric facilities within ten years of its creation, shall not
construct or acquire any such electric facilities w thout the approval
of such proposal by the voters of such district: PROVI DED, That a
district shall have the power to construct or acquire electric
facilities within ten years following its creation by action of its
conm ssion w thout voter approval of such action.

At any general election held in an even-nunbered year, the proposal
to construct or acquire electric facilities may be submtted to the
voters of the district by resolution of the public utility district
comm ssion or shall be submtted to the voters of the district by the
county legislative authority on petition of ten percent of the
qualified electors of such district, based on the total vote cast in
the | ast general county election held in an even-nunbered year. A form
of petition for the construction or acquisition of electric facilities
by the public utility district shall be submtted to the county auditor
within ten nonths prior to the election at which such propositionis to
be submtted to the voters. Petitions shall be filed with the county
auditor not |ess than four nonths before such election and the county
auditor shall within thirty days exam ne the signatures thereof and
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certify to the sufficiency or insufficiency thereof. |f such petition
is found to be insufficient, it shall be returned to the persons filing
the same, who may anend and add nanes thereto for ten days, when the
sane shall be returned to the county auditor, who shall have an
additional fifteen days to exam ne the sane and attach his certificate
t hereto. No person having signed such petition shall be allowed to
wi thdraw his nanme therefrom after the filing of the sane with the
county auditor: PROVIDED, That each signature shall be dated and that
no signature dated prior to the date on which the formof petition was
submtted to the county auditor shall be valid. Whenever such petition
shall be certified to as sufficient, the county auditor shall forthwth
transmt the sanme, together wth his certificate of sufficiency
attached thereto, to the county legislative authority which shal

submt such proposition to the voters of said district at the next

general election in an even-nunbered year ((eeceur+ngforty—+tive—days

: brissi Y L | 1 eaishat] hority))
under RCW29.13.020. The notice of the election shall state the object

of such election, and shall in other respects conform to the
requi renents of the general | aws of Washi ngton, governing the time and
manner of hol ding el ections.

The proposal submtted to the voters for their approval or
rejection, shall be expressed on the ballot substantially in the
follow ng terns:

Shall Public Utility District No. . . . . of . . . . . . County
construct or acquire electric facilities for the generation
transm ssion or distribution of electric power?

Yes |
No I

Wthin ten days after such election, the election board of the
county shall canvass the returns, and if at such election a mgjority of
the voters voting on such proposition shall vote in favor of such
construction or acquisition of electric facilities, the district shal
be authorized to construct or acquire electric facilities.

Sec. 33. RCW54.40.070 and 1994 c 223 s 61 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Wthin thirty days after the public utility district conmnm ssion
divides the district into District A and District B, the county
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| egi slative authority shall call a special election, to be held at the
next special election date provided for under RCW ((29-313-010))
29.13. 020 that occurs sixty or nore days after the call, at which tine
the initial commssioners for District A and District B shall be
el ected. No primary shall be held and a special filing period shall be
opened as provided in RCW 29.15.170 and 29.15.180. The person
receiving the greatest nunber of votes for each position shall be
el ect ed.

The person who is elected receiving the greatest nunber of votes
shall be elected to a four-year term of office, and the other person
who is elected shall be elected to a two-year term of office, if the
electionis held in an even-nunbered year, or the person who is el ected
recei ving the greatest nunber of votes shall be elected to a three-year
termof office, and the other person who is el ected shall be elected to
a one-year termof office, if the election is held in an odd-nunbered
year. The length of these terns of office shall be cal cul ated fromthe
first day in January in the year followng their elections.

The newly elected comm ssioners shall assune office immediately
after being elected and qualified and shall serve wuntil their
successors are elected and qualified and assune office in accordance
with RCW 29.04. 170. Each successor shall be elected to a four-year
termof office.

Sec. 34. RCW57.04.050 and 1996 ¢ 230 s 204 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Upon entry of the findings of the final hearing on the petition if
one or nore county legislative authorities find that the proposed
district will be conducive to the public health, welfare, and
convenience and will benefit the land therein, they shall call a
speci al election by presenting a resolution to the county auditor ((at

accordance—wth)) as provided in RCW 29.13. 020. The conm ssioners
shall cause to be published a notice of the election for four
successi ve weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the proposed
district, which notice shall state the hours during which the polls
w || be open, the boundaries of the district as finally adopted and the
obj ect of the election, and the notice shall also be posted ten days in
ten public places in the proposed district. In submtting the

SB 5640 p. 30



N

©O© 00 N O O

10
11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18

19
20
21
22
23
24

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

proposition to the voters, it shall be expressed on the ballots in the
follow ng terns:

District . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... YES |
District . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... NO |

giving the nane of the district as provided in the petition. The
proposition to be effective nust be approved by a mgjority of the
voters voting on the proposition.

At the sanme election a proposition shall be submtted to the
voters, for their approval or rejection, authorizing the district, if
formed, to inpose on all property located in the district a general tax
for one year, in excess of the l[imtations provided by law, in the
anount specified in the petition to create the district, not to exceed
one dollar and twenty-five cents per thousand dollars of assessed
value, for general prelimnary expenses of the district, that
proposition to be expressed on the ballots in the follow ng terns:

Ohe year . . . . . . dollarsand . . . . . . cents per
t housand dol | ars of assessed value tax . . . . . . YES |
NO |

Such a bal |l ot proposition may only be submtted to voters for their
approval or rejection if the special election is held in February,

March, April, or May. The proposition to be effective nust be approved
by at | east three-fifths of the voters voting on the proposition in the
manner set forth in Article WVII, section 2(a) of the state

Consti tution.

Sec. 35. RCWA57.04. 140 and 1997 c 447 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) As an alternative neans to formng a water-sewer district, a
county legislative authority may authorize the formation of a water-
sewer district to serve a new devel opnent that at the tinme of formation
does not have any residents, at witten request of sixty percent of the
owners of the area to be included in the proposed district. The county
| egislative authority shall review the proposed district according to
the procedures and criteria in RCW57.02. 040.

(2) The county legislative authority shall appoint the initial
wat er - sewer conmm ssioners of the district. The comm ssioners shal
serve until seventy-five percent of the developnent is sold and
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occupied, or until some other tinme as specified by the county
| egi slative authority when the district is approved. Comm ssi oners
serving under this section are not entitled to any formof conpensation
fromthe district.

(3) New comm ssioners shall be el ected according to the procedures
in chapter 57.12 RCWat the next election held under RCW ((29-313-010))

29.13.020 that follows nore than ninety days after the date seventy-

five percent of the devel opnent is sold and occupied, or after the tine
specified by the county legislative authority when the district is
approved.

(4) A water-sewer district created under this section nmay be
transferred to a city or county, or dissolved if the district is
i nactive, by order of the county legislative authority at the witten
request of sixty percent of the owners of the area included in the
district.

Sec. 36. RCW57.24.190 and 1996 ¢ 230 s 910 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The annexation resol ution under RCW57.24.180 shall be subject to
referendum for forty-five days after the passage thereof. Upon the
filing of atinely and sufficient referendumpetition wth the board of
conmi ssioners, signed by registered voters in nunber equal to not |ess
than ten percent of the registered voters in the area to be annexed who
voted in the last nunicipal general election, the question of
annexation shall be submtted to the voters of such area in a genera
election if one is to be held within ninety days or at a specia
election called for that purpose by the board of comm ssioners in
accordance with RCW ((29-313-0610—and)) 29.13.020. Notice of that
el ection shall be given under RCW57.24.020 and the el ection shall be
conduct ed under RCW57. 24. 040. The annexati on shall be deened approved
by the voters unless a majority of the votes cast on the proposition
are in opposition thereto.

After the expiration of the forty-fifth day frombut excluding the
date of passage of the annexation resolution, if no tinely and
sufficient referendumpetition has been filed, the area annexed shal
becone a part of the district upon the date fixed in the resol ution of
annexation upon transmtting the resolution to the county | egislative
authority.
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Sec. 37. RCW57.28.090 and 1996 ¢ 230 s 1011 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

I f the findings of any county | egislative authority answer any of
t he questions of fact set forth in RCW57.28.050 in the negative, or if
any of the findings of the county legislative authority are not the
sanme as the findings of the district board of comm ssioners upon the
same question, then in either of such events, the petition for
wi t hdrawal shall be deened denied. Thereupon, and in such event, the
county legislative authority of each county in which the district is
| ocated shall by resolution cause a special election to be held ((net

wH-hdrawal) ) under RCW 29.13. 010, at which election the proposition
expressed on the ballots shall be substantially as foll ows:

"Shall the territory established and defined by the district board

of comm ssioners at its neeting heldonthe. . . . . . (insert date of
final hearing of district board of comm ssioners upon the petition for
w thdrawal ) be withdrawn fromdistrict . . . . . . (namng it).

YES | NOI "

Sec. 38. RCW 68. 52. 250 and 1990 c¢ 259 s 34 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

Speci al elections submtting propositions to the regi stered voters
of the district nay be called at any tinme by resolution of the cenetery
conmi ssioners in accordance with RCW ((29-313-010—-and)) 29.13.020, and
shall be called, noticed, held, conducted and canvassed in the sane
manner and by the sane officials as provided for the election to
determ ne whether the district shall be created.

Sec. 39. RCW 70. 44. 020 and 1990 c 259 s 38 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

At any general election or at any special election which nay be
called for that purpose the county legislative authority of a county
may, or on petition of ten percent of the registered voters of the
county based on the total vote cast in the last general county
el ection, shall, by resolution, submt to the voters of the county the
proposition of creating a public hospital district coextensive with the
[imts of the county. The petition shall be filed with the county
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auditor, who shall within fifteen days exam ne the signatures thereon
and certify to the sufficiency thereof, and for that purpose the
audi tor shall have access to all registration books in the possession
of election officers in the county. If the petition is found to be
insufficient, it shall be returned to the persons filing it, who may
anend or add nanes thereto for ten days, when it shall be returned to
the auditor, who shall have an additional fifteen days to examne it
and attach the certificate thereto. No person signing the petition may
wi thdraw his or her nane therefromafter filing. Wen the petitionis
certified as sufficient, the auditor shall forthwith transmt it,
together with the certificate of sufficiency attached thereto, to the
county legislative authority, who shall imediately transmt the
proposition to the supervisor of elections or other el ection officer of
the county, and he shall submt the proposition to the voters at the
next general election or if such petition so requests, shall call a
speci al el ection on such proposition in accordance with RCW( (293130610
and)) 29.13.020. The notice of the election shall state the boundaries

of the proposed district and the object of the election, and shall in
ot her respects conformto the requirenents of |aw governing the tine
and manner of holding elections. In submtting the question to the

voters, the proposition shall be expressed on the ballot substantially
in the follow ng terns:

For public hospital district No.
Agai nst public hospital district No.

Sec. 40. RCWB80.52.050 and 1982 ¢ 88 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The el ection required under RCW80. 52. 040 shall be conducted in the
manner provided in this section.

(D(a) If the applicant is a public wutility district, joint
operating agency, city, or county, the election shall be anbng the
voters of the public utility district, city, or county, or anong the
voters of the | ocal governnental entities conprising the nenbership of
the joint operating agency.

(b) If the applicant is any public agency other than those
described in subsection (1)(a) of this section, or is an assignee of a
joint operating agency and not itself a joint operating agency, the
el ection shall be conducted state-wide in the manner provided in Title
29 RCWfor state-w de el ections.

SB 5640 p. 34



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W WwWwWWwWwWwWMNDNDNDNDNMDMNDNDNDNDNMNNMDNNMNMNNMNMNNNREPRPRPPRPPRPEPRPPERPPRPRPRERPR
© 00 N O Ol WNPEFEP O O 0w NO UG WODNPEFEP O O W NO O N - O

(2) The election shall be held at the next state-w de genera
el ection occurring nore than ninety days after subm ssion of a request
by an applicant to the secretary of state unless a special electionis
requested by the applicant as provided in this section.

(3) If no state-wi de election can be held under subsection (2) of
this section within one hundred twenty days of the subm ssion to the
secretary of state of a request by an applicant for financing authority
under this chapter, the applicant may request that a special election
be held if such election is necessary to avoid significant delay in
construction or acquisition of the energy project. Wthin ten days of
recei pt of such a request for a special election, the secretary of
state shall designate a date for the election pursuant to RCW
((29-33-06108)) 29.13.020 and certify the date to the county auditor of
each county in which an election is to be held under this section.

(4) Prior to an election under this section, the applicant shal
submt to the secretary of state a cost-effectiveness study, prepared
by an i ndependent consultant approved by the state finance conmmttee,
pertaining to the major public energy project under consideration. The
study shall be available for public reviewand cormment for thirty days.
At the end of the thirty-day period, the applicant shall prepare a
final draft of the study which includes the public comment, if any.

(5) The secretary of state shall certify the ballot issue for the
election to be held under this section to the county auditor of each
county in which an election is to be held. The certification shal
i ncl ude the statenent of the proposition as provided i n RCW80. 52. 060.
The costs of the election shall be relieved by the applicant in the
manner provi ded by RCW 29. 13. 045. In addition, the applicant shal
rei mburse the secretary of state for the applicant’s share of the costs
related to the preparation and distribution of the voters’ panphlet
required by subsection (6) of this section and such other costs as are
attributable to any el ection held pursuant to this section.

(6) Prior to an election under this section, the secretary of state
shall provide an opportunity for supporters and opponents of the
requested financing authority to present their respective views in a
voters’ panphl et which shall be distributed to the voters of the | ocal
governnmental entities participating in the election. Upon subm ssion
of an applicant’s request for an el ection pursuant to this section, the
applicant shall provide the secretary of state with the follow ng
information regarding each major public energy project for which the
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appl i cant seeks financing authority at such el ection, which information
shall be included in the voters’ panphlet:

(a) The nanme, location, and type of major public energy project,
expressed in comon terns;

(b) The dollar anpbunt and type of bonds bei ng request ed;

(c) If the bond issuance is intended to finance the acquisition of
all or a portion of the project, the anticipated total cost of the
acqui sition of the project;

(d) If the bond issuance is intended to finance the planning or
construction of all or a portion of the project, the anticipated total
cost of construction of the project;

(e) The projected average rate increase for consuners of the
electricity to be generated by the project. The rate increase shall be
that which will be necessary to repay the total indebtedness incurred
for the project, including estimted interest;

(f) Asummary of the final cost-effectiveness study conducted under
subsection (4) of this section;

(g) The anticipated functional |ife of the project;

(h) The antici pated decomm ssioning costs of the project; and

(i) If a special election is requested by the applicant, the
reasons for requesting a special election.

Sec. 41. RCWB82.14.036 and 1983 ¢ 99 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Any referendum petition to repeal a county or city ordinance
inposing a tax or altering the rate of the tax authorized under RCW
82.14.030(2) shall be filed wwth afiling officer, as identifiedin the
ordi nance, within seven days of passage of the ordinance. Wthin ten
days, the filing officer shall confer with the petitioner concerning
formand style of the petition, issue an identification nunber for the
petition, and wite a ballot title for the neasure. The ballot title
shall be posed as a question so that an affirmative answer to the
question and an affirmati ve vote on the neasure results in the tax or
tax rate increase being inposed and a negative answer to the question
and a negative vote on the neasure results in the tax or tax rate
i ncrease not being inposed. The petitioner shall be notified of the
identification nunber and ballot title wwthin this ten-day peri od.

After this notification, the petitioner shall have thirty days in
which to secure on petition forns the signatures of not |ess than
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fifteen percent of the registered voters of the county for county
measures, or not less than fifteen percent of the registered voters of
the city for city nmeasures, and to file the signed petitions with the
filing officer. Each petition formshall contain the ballot title and
the full text of the nmeasure to be referred. The filing officer shal
verify the sufficiency of the signatures on the petitions. | f
sufficient valid signatures are properly submtted, the filing officer
shal |l submt the referendum neasure to the county or city voters at a
general or special election held on one of the dates provided in RCW
((29-33-06108)) 29.13.020 as determned by the county |egislative
authority or city council, which election shall not take place later
t han one hundred twenty days after the signed petition has been filed
with the filing officer.

After April 22, 1983, the referendum procedure provided in this
section shall be the exclusive nmethod for subjecting any county or city
ordi nance inmposing a tax or altering the rate under RCW82.14.030(2) to
a referendum vot e.

Any county or city tax authorized under RCW 82. 14. 030(2) that has
been i nposed prior to April 22, 1983, is not subject to the referendum
procedure provided for in this section.

Sec. 42. RCWB82.46.021 and 1983 ¢ 99 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

Any referendum petition to repeal a county or city ordinance
inposing a tax or altering the rate of the tax authorized under RCW
82.46.010(()) (3) shall be filed wth a filing officer, as
identified in the ordinance, within seven days of passage of the
ordi nance. Wthin ten days, the filing officer shall confer with the
petitioner concerning form and style of the petition, issue an
identification nunber for the petition, and wite a ballot title for
the neasure. The ballot title shall be posed as a question so that an
affirmative answer to the question and an affirmative vote on the
measure results in the tax or tax rate increase being inposed and a
negative answer to the question and a negative vote on the neasure
results in the tax or tax rate increase not being inposed. The
petitioner shall be notified of the identification nunber and ball ot
title within this ten-day peri od.

After this notification, the petitioner shall have thirty days in
which to secure on petition forns the signatures of not |ess than
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fifteen percent of the registered voters of the county for county
measures, or not less than fifteen percent of the registered voters of
the city for city nmeasures, and to file the signed petitions with the
filing officer. Each petition formshall contain the ballot title and
the full text of the neasure to be referred. The filing officer shal
verify the sufficiency of the signatures on the petitions. | f
sufficient valid signatures are properly submtted, the filing officer
shal |l submt the referendum neasure to the county or city voters at a
general or special election held on one of the dates provided in RCW
((29-233-610)) 29.13.020 as determned by the county |egislative
authority or city council, which election shall not take place later
t han one hundred twenty days after the signed petition has been filed
with the filing officer.

After April 22, 1983, the referendumprocedure provided for inthis
section shall be the exclusive nmethod for subjecting any county or city
ordinance inposing a tax or increasing the rate wunder RCW
82.46.010((2))) (3) to a referendum vote.

Any county or city tax authorized under RCW 82.46.010((2))) (30
that has been inposed prior to April 22, 1983, is not subject to the
ref erendum procedure provided for in this section.

Sec. 43. RCW 82.80.090 and 1990 c 42 s 214 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A referendumpetition to repeal a county or city ordi nance i nposi ng
a tax or fee authorized under RCW82. 80. 020 and 82. 80. 030 nust be filed
with a filing officer, as identified in the ordinance, within seven
days of passage of the ordinance. Wthin ten days, the filing officer
shall confer with the petitioner concerning form and style of the
petition, issue an identification nunber for the petition, and wite a
ballot title for the neasure. The ballot title shall be posed as a
guestion so that an affirmative answer to the question and an
affirmati ve vote on the neasure results in the tax or fee being i nposed
and a negative answer to the question and a negative vote on the
measure results in the tax or fee not being inposed. The petitioner
shall be notified of the identification nunber and ballot title within
this ten-day period.

After this notification, the petitioner has thirty days in which to
secure on petition forms the signatures of not less than fifteen
percent of the registered voters of the county for county neasures, or
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not less than fifteen percent of the registered voters of the city for
city neasures, and to file the signed petitions with the filing
of ficer. Each petition formmust contain the ballot title and the ful
text of the neasure to be referred. The filing officer shall verify
the sufficiency of the signatures on the petitions. I f sufficient
valid signatures are properly submtted, the filing officer shal
submt the referendumneasure to the county or city voters at a general
or special election held on one of the dates provided in RCW
((29-213-0610)) 29.13.020 as determ ned by the county or city | egislative
authority, which election shall not take place later than one hundred
twenty days after the signed petition has been filed with the filing
of ficer.

The ref erendum procedure provided in this section is the excl usive
met hod for subjecting any county or city ordinance inposing a tax or
fee under RCW 82. 80. 020 and 82.80.030 to a referendum vote.

NEW SECTI ON..  Sec. 44. RCW29.01.160 and 1965 ¢ 9 s 29.01.160 are
each repeal ed.

--- END ---
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