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SENATE BI LL 5655

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senat ors Kohl -\l | es, Shin, Bauer, B. Shel don, Fairley, Jacobsen and
Rasnmussen

Read first time 02/01/1999. Referred to Commttee on Labor & Workforce
Devel opnent .

AN ACT Rel ating to i ncreasing access to education for recipients of
tenporary assi stance for needy famlies; addi ng new sections to chapter
74. 08A RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The departnent shall establish the parents
as scholars program The goal of the programis to help parents, who
are al so students, and who have dependent children in need, receive up
to a two-year undergraduate education. The departnment shall provide
parents enrolled at a conmunity or technical college with a package of
student aid that includes direct aid for living expenses equal to that
provi ded under this chapter, as well as the other support services
provided to recipients of tenporary assistance for needy famlies,
including but not limted to nedical assistance, child care, food
stanps, and ot her support services.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The parents as scholars program shall be
supported with funds other than those granted to the state under Title
| V-A of the federal social security act, provided that the state funds

p. 1 SB 5655



© 00 N O Ul bW

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

used for this programare counted, w thout penalty, toward the state’s
federal maintenance of effort requirenent.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. (1) Famlies that qualify for tenporary
assi stance for needy famlies under this chapter may participate in the
parents as scholars programin lieu of the tenporary assistance for
needy famlies. Eligibility for assistance, and the anmount of
assi stance, shall be determ ned under criteria used in the tenporary
assi stance for needy famlies program

(2) The departnent shall assess the applicant to determ ne that the
community or technical college education and training sought by the
applicant is likely toresult in enploynent that provi des the wages and
benefits necessary for the applicant to support the applicant’s famly
wi t hout public assistance.

(3) To the extent that funds are available, enrollnent in the
program shall be granted if the departnent determ nes that:

(a) The applicant does not possess the necessary skills to obtain
enpl oynent that will enable that individual to support a famly at
seventy-five percent of the nmedian famly incone in the state for a
famly of the sanme size as the applicant’s famly;

(b) Considering potential enploynment opportunities and | ocal | abor
mar ket condi tions, the undergraduate educati on sought by the i ndivi dual
is likely to inprove the ability of the famly to be self-supporting;
and

(c) The applicant has the aptitude to successfully conplete the
proposed programat a community or technical coll ege.

The applicant shall neet the requirenents for the state need grant
under RCW 28B. 10. 800 t hrough 28B. 10. 820 and qualify for acceptance at
a community or technical college in the state.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 4. The departnent shall provide career planning
and counseling services to applicants for, and recipients of,
assi stance under sections 1 through 8 of this act to assist themin
choosing an educational plan that is likely to lead to self-
sufficiency, and provide to students who have begun an educationa
program assi stance to overcone barriers to conpleting the program and
becom ng enpl oyed. The departnent may work with other state and | ocal
entities to provide the planning and counseling services.
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NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. Students receiving assistance under sections
1 through 8 of this act shall neet the foll ow ng requirenents:

(1) They nust participate in sone conbination of education,
training, study, or work experience for at |east twenty hours per week;
and

(2) They nmust be enrolled full-tinme, wwth the expectation that they
make satisfactory progress toward a two-year degree.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. The departnent shall inform all persons
applying for or participating in the tenporary assistance for needy
famlies program of the option to apply for the parents as schol ars
program

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 7. To the extent permtted by federal |aw,
assi stance received under sections 1 through 8 of this act nust be
di sregarded as incone and excluded as a resource or asset to the sane
extent as assistance under the tenporary assistance for needy famlies
program under this chapter, for the purposes of any state, federal,
tribal, or nmunicipal assistance program Assi st ance received under
sections 1 through 8 of this act nust be treated in the sane manner as
assi stance recei ved under the tenporary assistance for needy famlies

program under this chapter for all tax purposes. Furthernore, the
departnent shall inplenent the programso participants can qualify for
food stanps.

NEW SECTI ON\. Sec. 8. The departnent shall adopt rules to
i npl enment sections 1 through 7 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. Sections 1 through 8 of this act are each
added to chapter 74.08A RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. If any part of this act is found to be in
conflict wwth federal requirenments that are a prescribed condition to
the allocation of federal funds to the state, the conflicting part of
this act is inoperative solely to the extent of the conflict and with
respect to the agencies directly affected, and this finding does not
affect the operation of the remainder of this act inits application to
t he agenci es concerned. Rul es adopted under this act nust neet federal
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1 requirenents that are a necessary condition to the receipt of federal
2 funds by the state.
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