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S-1077. 1

SENATE BI LL 5657

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Kohl-Welles, Jacobsen and Fairl ey

Read first time 02/01/1999. Referred to Comnmttee on Agriculture &
Rural Econom c Devel opnent .

AN ACT Relating to the ownership of veterinary nedical facilities
by animal care and control agencies and nonprofit humane societies;
amendi ng RCW 18. 92. 010; and addi ng a new section to chapter 16.52 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 16.52 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Ani mal care and control agencies as defined in RCW 16.52.011 and
nonprofit humane societies, that have qualified under 501(c)(3) of the
internal revenue code, and that enploy veterinarians my own and
operate veterinary nedical facilities. Veterinarians enployed at these
facilities must be |licensed under chapter 18.92 RCW No officer
di rector, supervisor, or any other individual associated with an ani nmal
care and control agency or nonprofit humane society owning and
operating a veterinary nedical facility may inpose any terns or
condi tions of enploynent or attenpt to direct an enpl oyed veterinarian
inany way that interferes with the free exercise of the veterinarian's
pr of essi onal judgnment or infringes upon the utilization of his or her
pr of essi onal skills.
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Sec. 2. RCW18.92.010 and 1995 ¢ 317 s 1 are each anended to read
s foll ows:

Any person shall be regarded as practicing veterinary nedicine,
surgery and dentistry within the neaning of this chapter who shall,
within this state, (1) by advertisenent, or by any notice, sign, or
ot her indication, or by a statenent witten, printed or oral, in public
or private, nmde, done, or procured by hinself or herself, or any
other, at his or her request, for him or her, represent, claim
announce, make known or pretend his or her ability or willingness to
di agnose or prognose or treat diseases, deformties, defects, wounds,
or injuries of animals; (2) or who shall so advertise, make known,
represent or claimhis or her ability and willingness to prescribe or
adm ni ster any drug, nedicine, treatnent, nethod or practice, or to
perform any operation, manipulation, or apply any apparatus or
appliance for cure, anelioration, correction or reduction or
nodi fication of any ani mal di sease, deformty, defect, wound or injury,
for hire, fee, conpensation, or reward, prom sed, offered, expected,
received, or accepted directly or indirectly; (3) or who shall within
this state diagnose or prognose any aninmal diseases, deformties,
defects, wounds or injuries, for hire, fee, reward, or conpensation
prom sed, offered, expected, received, or accepted directly or
indirectly; (4) or who shall within this state prescribe or adm nister
any drug, nedicine, treatnent, nethod or practice, or perform any
operation, or mani pul ation, or apply any apparatus or appliance for the
cure, anelioration, alleviation, correction, or nodification of any
ani mal disease, deformty, defect, wound, or injury, for hire, fee,
conpensation, or reward, prom sed, offered, expected, received or
accepted directly or indirectly; (5) or who perforns any nmanual
procedure for the diagnosis of pregnancy, sterility, or infertility
upon livestock; (6) or who inplants any electronic device for the
purpose of establishing or maintaining positive identification of
ani mal s.

Except as set forth under section 1 of this act, the opening of an
office or place of business for the practice of veterinary nedicine,
the use of a sign, card, device or advertisenent as a practitioner of
veterinary nedicine or as a person skilled in such practice shall be
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1 prima facie evidence of engaging in the practice of veterinary
2 nmedicine, surgery and dentistry.

~-- END ---
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