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ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5658

St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators
Spanel, Hargrove and Snyder)

Read first tinme 03/08/1999.

AN ACT Relating to sea urchin and sea cucunber dive fishery
i censes and revenues; anending RCW 75. 30. 210, 75.30.250, 82.27.020,
and 82.27.070; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 75. 30. 210 and 1998 c¢ 190 s 104 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) A ((persen—shalt—net—econmereialytake—any —speeies—oef—sea

hi . hellfish _di o ‘ bt aini )) sea
urchin dive fishery license is required to take sea urchins for
comercial purposes. A sea urchin dive fishery |license authorizes the
use of only one diver in the water at any tine during sea urchin
harvest operations. If the same vessel has been designated on two sea
urchin dive fishery licenses, tw divers may be in the water. A
natural person may not hold nore than two sea urchin dive fishery
| icenses.

(2) Except as provided in subsection((s—3)—and)) (6) of this
section, ((after—beecenber—31,—1991-)) the director shall issue no new
sea urchin dive fishery licenses. ( ( oaAly—a—person—who—neets—the
teH-ewing—qualfiecattons—ray+renew-an—exi-stngtH-ecense-
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For licenses issued for the year 2000 and thereafter, the director

shall renew existing licenses only to a natural person who held the
license at the end of the previous year. If a sea urchin dive fishery
license is not held by a natural person as of Decenber 31, 1999, it is
not renewabl e. However, if the license is not held because of
revocation or suspension of licensing privileges, the director shal
renew the license in the nane of a natural person at the end of the
revocation or suspension if the license holder applies for renewal of
the license before the end of the year in which the revocation or
suspensi on _ends.

(3) Where ((the—persoen)) a licensee failed to obtain the |icense
during the previous year because of a |license suspension or revocation
by the departnment or the court, the ((persen)) licensee may qualify for
a license by establishing that the person held such a |license during
the |l ast year in which the person was eligible.
(4) ((Fhe-di+reetor—ay+reduce—or—watvethe

“extenvattng—eireunstances—)) Surcharges as provided for in this

section shall be collected and deposited into the sea urchin dive
fishery account hereby created in the custody of the state treasurer.
Only the director or the director’s desi gnee may aut hori ze expenditures
fromthe account. The sea urchin dive fishery account is subject to
all ot nent procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW but no appropriation is
required for expenditures. Expenditures fromthe account shall only be
used to retire sea urchin licenses until the nunber of licenses is
reduced to twenty-five, and thereafter shall only be used for sea
urchi n managenent and enf orcenent.
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(a) A surcharge of one hundred dollars shall be charged with each
sea urchin dive fishery license renewal for licenses issued in 2000
t hr ough 2005.

(b) For licenses issued for the year 2000 and thereafter, a
surcharge shall be charged on the sea urchin dive fishery license for
designating an alternate operator. The surcharge shall be as foll ows:
Five hundred dollars for the first year or each of the first two
consecutive years after 1999 that any alternate operator is designated
and two thousand five hundred dollars each year thereafter that any
alternate operator is designated.

(5) Sea urchin dive fishery licenses are ((net)) transferable

a-ssoelut+en—oer—uponthedeathofthetHeense-hoelder)). After Decenber

31, 1999, there is a surcharge to transfer a sea urchin dive fishery
license. The surcharge is five hundred dollars for the first transfer
of a license valid for calendar year 2000, and two thousand five
hundred dollars for any subsequent transfer, whether occurring in the
year 2000 or thereafter. Notwi thstanding this subsection, a one-tinme
transfer exenpt fromsurcharge applies for a transfer fromthe natura
person licensed on January 1, 2000, to that person’s spouse or child.
(6) If fewer than ((ferty—+ive)) twenty-five natural persons are
eligible for sea urchin dive fishery |icenses, the director nmay accept
applications for new l|icenses. ( ( Fre—di+reector—shall—determne—by
randemseleettonthesuecesstulappteantsfortheaddit+onal+H-eenses—

The additional licenses may not cause nore than twenty-five natura

persons to be eligible for a sea urchin dive fishery |icense. New
licenses issued under this section shall be distributed according to
rules of the departnent that recover the value of such licensed
privil ege.

Sec. 2. RCW 75. 30. 250 and 1998 c¢c 190 s 105 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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(1) A ((persoen—shall—not—comrereially—take—while—using——sheliish
diver—gear—any—speetes—of sea—ecucunrber—wthout—fHrst—oebtaining—a)) sea
cucunber dive fishery license is required to take sea cucunbers for
commercial purposes. A sea cucunber dive fishery license authorizes
the use of only one diver in the water at any tinme during sea cucunber
harvest operations. |If the sane vessel has been designated on two sea
cucunber dive fishery licenses, two divers may be in the water. A
natural person may not hold nore than two sea cucunber dive fishery

| icenses.
(2) Except as provided in subsection (6) of this section, ((after
Peeernber—31—3994%,)) the director shall issue no new sea cucunber dive

fishery |icenses. (( oaAly—a——person—who—reets—the—followng
Lt . o L :

edd-—nunbered—year—)) For licenses issued for the year 2000 and
thereafter, the director shall renew existing licenses only to a
natural person who held the license at the end of the previous year.
|f a sea cucunber dive fishery license is not held by a natural person
as of Decenber 31, 1999, it is not renewable. However, if the |license
is not held because of revocation or suspension of [|icensing
privileges, the director shall renew the license in the name of a
natural person at the end of the revocation or suspension if the
| icense holder applies for renewal of the |license before the end of the
year in which the revocation or suspension ends.

(3) Where ((the—persoen)) a licensee failed to obtain the |icense
during either of the previous two years because of a |license suspension
by the departnent or the court, the ((persen)) Licensee may qualify for
a license by establishing that the person held such a license during
the |l ast year in which the person was eligible.

(4) ((The director rmay reduce or waive a
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e+reunstances—)) Surcharges as provided for in this section shall be

collected and deposited into the sea cucunber dive fishery account
hereby created in the custody of the state treasurer. Only the
director or the director’s designee may aut hori ze expenditures fromthe
account. The sea cucunber dive fishery account is subject to allotnent
procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW but no appropriation is required
for expenditures. Expenditures fromthe account shall only be used to
retire sea cucunber licenses until the nunber of licenses is reduced to
twenty-five, and thereafter shall only be used for sea cucunber
managenent and enf orcenent.

(a) A surcharge of one hundred dollars shall be charged with each
sea cucunber dive fishery license renewal for |licenses issued in 2000
t hr ough 2005.

(b) For licenses issued for the year 2000 and thereafter, a
surcharge shall be charged on the sea cucunber dive fishery for
designating an alternate operator. The surcharge shall be as foll ows:
Five hundred dollars for the first year or each of the first two
consecutive years after 1999 that any alternate operator is designated
and two thousand five hundred dollars each year thereafter that any
alternate operator is designated.

(5) Sea cucunber dive fishery licenses are ((net)) transferable

asselut+en—er—upon—deathof thett+ecenseholder)). After Decenber 31,

1999, there is a surcharge to transfer a sea cucunber dive fishery
license. The surcharge is five hundred dollars for the first transfer
of alicense valid for calendar year 2000 and two t housand five hundred
dollars for any subsequent transfer whether occurring in the year 2000
or thereafter. Notwi thstanding this subsection, a one-tinme transfer
exenpt from surcharge applies for a transfer fromthe natural person
licensed on January 1, 2000, to that person’s spouse or child.

(6) If fewer than ((++t+y)) twenty-five persons are eligible for
sea cucunber dive fishery Ilicenses, the director nmay accept

applications for newlicenses ((fremthosepersons—who—can—denrpnstrate
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a—board—eof—+eview-establ-shed—under—REW75-30-050)). The additiona

licenses may not cause nore than twenty-five natural persons to be
eligible for a sea cucunber dive fishery license. New licenses issued
under this section shall be distributed according to rules of the
departnent that recover the value of such licensed privilege.

Sec. 3. RCW82.27.020 and 1993 sp.s. ¢ 17 s 12 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) In addition to all other taxes, licenses, or fees provided by
law there i s established an excise tax on the conmerci al possession of
enhanced food fish as provided in this chapter. The tax is | evied upon
and shall be collected fromthe owner of the enhanced food fish whose
possession constitutes the taxable event. The taxable event is the
first possession in Washi ngton by an owner. Processing and handling of
enhanced food fish by a person who is not the owner is not a taxable
event to the processor or handl er.

(2) A person in possession of enhanced food fish and liable to this
tax may deduct from the price paid to the person from which the
enhanced food fish (except oysters) are purchased an anmount equal to a
tax at one-half the rate levied in this section upon these products.

(3) The neasure of the tax is the value of the enhanced food fish
at the point of |anding.

(4) The tax shall be equal to the neasure of the tax nmultiplied by
the rates for enhanced food fish as foll ows:

(a) Chinook, coho, and chum sal non and anadronous gane fish: Five
and twenty-five one-hundredths percent((-)) .

(b) Pink and sockeye sal non: Three and fifteen one-hundredths
percent ((-))

(c) O her food fish and shellfish, except oysters, sea urchins, and
sea cucunbers: Two and one-tenth percent((+)) .

(d) Oysters: Eight one-hundredths of one percent
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(e) Sea urchins: Four and six-tenths percent through Decenber 31,
2005, and two and one-tenth percent thereafter; and

(f) Sea cucunbers: Four and six-tenths percent through Decenber
31, 2005, and two and one-tenth percent thereafter.

(5) An additional tax is inposed equal to the rate specified in RCW
82.02.030 nultiplied by the tax payabl e under subsection (4) of this
section.

Sec. 4. RCW82.27.070 and 1988 ¢ 36 s 61 are each anended to read
as follows:

All taxes coll ected by the departnment of revenue under this chapter
shal | be deposited in the state general fund except for the excise tax
on anadr onous gane fish, which shall be depositedinthe wildlife fund,_
and, during the period January 1, 2000, to Decenber 31, 2005, twenty-
five forty-sixths of the revenues derived fromthe excise tax on sea

urchins collected under RCW 82.27.020 shall be deposited into the sea

urchin dive fishery account created in RCW 75. 30.210, and twenty-five

forty-sixths of the revenues derived from the excise tax on_ sea

cucunbers coll ect ed under RCW82. 27. 020 shall be deposited into the sea

cucunber dive fishery account created in RCW 75.30. 250.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Section 3 of this act takes effect January
1, 2000.

~-- END ---
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