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ENGROSSED SENATE BI LL 5662

St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Finkbeiner, Brown and Wnsley; by request of Secretary of
State

Read first time 02/01/1999. Referred to Committee on State & Loca
Gover nnent .

AN ACT Relating to a study of on-line voting; creating a new
section; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The secretary of state shall assenble a task
force to conduct a study of the issues and chall enges presented by
i ncorporating on-line and Internet technol ogies in the voting process.
These i ssues may i nclude the use of on-line technology within existing
systens and the requirenents for authorization of collection, storage,
and processing of electronically generated and transmtted digita
messages to permt any eligible person to vote in any election,
i ncludi ng applying for and casting an absentee ball ot.

I n conducting the study, the secretary of state shall do all of the
fol | ow ng:

(1) Create, and be assisted by, an advisory commttee, who serves
at the pleasure of the secretary of state, conposed of county el ection
staff, technical experts, and such other individuals whomthe secretary
deens to have expertise in these issues, to research the issues and
chal | enges presented by i ncorporating on-line and I nternet technol ogi es
into the voting process;
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(2) Determ ne and define the appropriate security neasures required
and mninmum standards for certification of systens, and make
recommendat i ons concerning statutes and rul es to be adopted in order to
i npl enent the system

(3) Consider the inpact of an on-line or Internet voting systemon
voter participation rates, public accessibility, potential externa
i nfluences during the elections process, and other issues related to
t he conduct and adm nistration of elections.

The secretary of state shall report in witing to the |legislature
no later than March 1, 2000, on the results of the study required by
this section.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. Section 1 of this act expires June 30, 2001.

~-- END ---
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