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SENATE BI LL 5678

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators B. Shel don, Cke, T. Shel don and Snyder

Read first tinme 02/02/1999. Referred to Conmmttee on Natural
Resources, Parks & Recreation

AN ACT Rel ating to planting of geoduck beds on state aquatic | ands;
addi ng a new section to chapter 79.96 RCW and meki ng an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 79.96 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnment of natural resources shall inplement a pilot
programto test the effectiveness of planting geoducks on state aquatic
| ands located in Puget Sound. The program shall be devel oped and

i npl enented in consultation with the departnment of fish and wildlife.
The program shall be designed to use test plantings and nonitoring of
geoduck populations on the test sites to determne if harvestable
popul ations may be achieved in a manner that will increase revenues
over that achievable from natural regeneration while ensuring the
mai nt enance of sustai nabl e popul ati ons of geoducks. The departnent of
natural resources shall design the test program to conpare geoduck
popul ations of the test sites with other sites in Puget Sound providing
conpar abl e growi ng conditions. The departnent shall use existing state
facilities for the production of seed stock. The departnment may
contract with geoduck harvesters licensed in accordance with chapter
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75.28 RCWto plant the seed and to nonitor geoduck popul ati ons on the
test sites.

(2) The program shall be designed to test geoduck popul ations and
gromh rates for a period no less than five years. No |ater than
Decenber 31, 2005, the departnment of natural resources shall report the
results of the program to the natural resource commttees of the
| egi slature and nake recomendati ons whether the program should be
expanded, otherw se nodified, or term nated.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The sumof one mllion two hundred t housand
dollars, or as much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for
t he bi enni um endi ng June 30, 2001, from the resource nmanagenent cost
account to the departnment of natural resources for the purposes of this
act .

~-- END ---
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