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S-1931. 2

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5694

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmmttee on Natural Resources, Parks & Recreation
(originally sponsored by Senators Stevens, Hargrove, Mrton, Jacobsen,
ke, Snyder, T. Shel don and Rasnussen)

Read first tinme 03/03/1999.

AN ACT Relating to primary and secondary forest roads; adding new
sections to chapter 79.38 RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 1. In the departnent of natural resources’
program for planning and devel opnment of primary and secondary forest
roads, the departnent should be sensitive to conpati bl e public access.
The departnment of natural resources should devel op a consistent policy
for public needs and for trust needs. Wile the highest and best use
for trust lands is providing fiscal stability and econom c gain for the
trust, the highest and best use of such lands for all the people of
Washi ngton is the opportunity to use and enjoy access to public | ands.
Bot h uses should be coordinated to assist progranms such as watchabl e
wldlife, horse trails, all-terrain vehicle areas, and the w despread
public use of lands for famly outings for all citizens of the state.
The solitude under the forest canopy and the enjoynent of the forest
environnent are vital elenents in calmng a citizenry hard pressed to
mai ntai n positive social val ues.
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NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. Primary and secondary forest roads i n danger
of failing should be part of an ongoing upgrading process for future
use. The departnent of natural resources shall review the road system
on public trust lands in order to develop a schedul e to upgrade those
roads that will increase both the value of the trust and to continue
the public’'s ability to access trust lands. Inproving the forest road
systemis especially necessary to all ow access to the many natural area
preserves, natural resource conservation areas, and other public | ands
that the legislature has been creating by its funding.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The departnent of natural resources shal
gi ve special consideration to the federal Anericans with disabilities
act in providing roads that wll allow vehicle use for those persons
who are di sabl ed.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. The departnent of natural resources nay
stockpile road building materials and may require the stockpiling of
materials by persons harvesting or wusing public |ands when those
persons are buil ding roads.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The departnent of natural resources shall,
as manager for the trust, as part of its managenent program and in
conjunction with the task force created in section 7 of this act,
undertake a study and report back to the |egislature by Decenber 1,
2001, concerning:

(1) A review of the state primary and secondary roads in the
Cascade foothills wth reconmendati ons on howto i ncrease the nunber of
roads avail able and how to nmaintain such roads for future public use;

(2) Problems on all public lands caused by vandalism and
recomendati ons on how to approach the probl em
(3) Garbage and ill egal dunping on public | ands and recommendati ons

on needed | egi sl ati on;

(4) Areview of msuse of public resources and how t he depart nent
and the | egislature should address this problem

(5) Devel op recomrendati ons on road damage and on old road failure
in order to upgrade the road systemto benefit both the trust and the
general public; and

(6) An analysis of road standards, public use, and the nethods to
ensure that roads are built to standards that will provide a greater
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value to the trust and a nore pernmanent road system for the public’s
use and benefit.

(7) For the purposes of this section, "Cascade foothills" neans
general ly t he nonurbani zed | ands w t hin t he Cascade range and dr ai nages
lying between three hundred and three thousand feet above nean sea
| evel, and located wthin the counties of Watcom Skagit, Snohom sh,
King, Pierce, and Thurston. Lands lying at |ower elevations that are
in the imrediate vicinity of the foothills area, such as |ower
drai nages, are also included wwthin this term These |ands include
public | ands that are devoted to devel oped, nonrecreational uses.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The departnent of natural resources shall,
when making tenporary primary and secondary road closures, prepare a
list of road closures at the beginning of each year and notify the
affected counties, cities, and all user groups of proposed tenporary
road cl osures. The departnment of natural resources nust hold a hearing
in the general area to discuss the tenporary closure with the public

and with user groups. It is the departnent’s responsibility to notify
as nmany user groups as possible prior to the hearing. The i st
subm tted by the departnent shall showthe area and use pattern of each
road to be tenporarily closed. The list shall include as much

information on the recreational and public use of the roads as
possi bl e.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 7. The conmm ssioner of public lands shall
appoint a task force to work on increasing public access to public
| ands. The task force shall include federal and state | and managenent
agencies and representatives of private |andowners. The task force
shall also include four nenbers of the |legislature, one from each of
the two | argest caucuses of the senate and house of representatives,
appoi nted by the president of the senate and the co-speakers of the
house of representatives, respectively.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. Sections 2 through 4, 6, and 7 of this act
are each added to chapter 79.38 RCW

~-- END ---
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