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SENATE BI LL 5694

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Stevens, Hargrove, Mrton, Jacobsen, e, Snyder
T. Shel don and Rasnussen

Read first tinme 02/03/1999. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resources, Parks & Recreation

AN ACT Relating to primary and secondary forest roads; adding new
sections to chapter 79.38 RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 1. In the departnent of natural resources’
program for planning and devel opnment of primary and secondary forest
roads, the departnment should be sensitive to conpatible public access
for recreation. The departnment of natural resources should devel op a
consistent policy for public needs and for trust needs within the
framewor k of the public trust doctrine. While the highest and best use
for trust lands is providing fiscal stability and econom c gain for the
trust, the highest and best use of such lands for all the people of
Washi ngton is public recreational use and enjoynent. Both uses should
be coordinated to assist prograns such as watchable wildlife, horse
trails, all-terrain vehicle areas, and the w despread public use of
| ands for famly outings for all citizens of the state. The solitude
under the forest canopy and the enjoynent of the forest environnent are
vital elenments incalmng a citizenry hard pressed to maintain positive
soci al val ues.
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NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. Primary and secondary forest roads i n danger
of failing should be part of an ongoing upgrading process for future
use. The departnent of natural resources shall review the road system
on public trust lands in order to develop a schedul e to upgrade those
roads that will increase both the value of the trust and the public’s
ability to access trust | ands for recreati onal purposes. Inprovingthe
forest road systemis especially necessary to all ow access to the many
natural area preserves, natural resource conservation areas, and ot her
public lands that the | egislature has been creating by its funding.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The departnent of natural resources shal
gi ve special consideration to the federal Anericans with disabilities
act in providing roads that wll allow vehicle use for those persons
who are di sabl ed.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. The departnent of natural resources nay
stockpile road building materials and may require the stockpiling of
materials by persons harvesting or wusing public |ands when those
persons are buil ding roads.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The departnent of natural resources shall,
as manager for the trust, as part of its managenent program undertake
a study and report back to the legislature by Decenber 1, 2001,
concer ni ng:

(1) An inventory of state primary and secondary forest roads
avail abl e for public recreation and recomendati ons on how to i ncrease
t he nunber of roads avail abl e and how to mai ntai n such roads for future
public use;

(2) Problems on public lands caused by vandalism and
recomendati ons on how to approach the probl em
(3) Garbage and ill egal dunping on public | ands and recommendati ons

on needed | egi sl ati on;

(4) Areview of msuse of public resources and how t he depart nent
and the | egislature should address this problem

(5) Devel op recomrendati ons on road damage and on old road failure
in order to upgrade the road systemto benefit both the trust and the
general public; and

(6) An analysis of road standards, public use, and the nethods to
ensure that roads are built to standards that will provide a greater
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value to the trust and a nore pernmanent road system for the public’s
use and benefit.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The departnent of natural resources shall,
when making tenporary primary and secondary road closures, prepare a
list of road closures at the beginning of each year and notify the
affected counties, cities, and all user groups of proposed tenporary
road cl osures. The departnment of natural resources nust hold a hearing
in the general area to discuss the tenporary closure with the public

and with user groups. It is the departnent’s responsibility to notify
as nmany user groups as possible prior to the hearing. The i st
subm tted by the departnent shall showthe area and use pattern of each
road to be tenporarily closed. The list shall include as mnuch

information on the recreational and public use of the roads as
possi bl e.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 7. |In nmaking any permanent primary or secondary
road closure, the departnment of natural resources nust neet all of the
requi renents of section 6 of this act, and in addition, nust provide an
econom c inpact analysis of the road closure, a recreational inpact
anal ysis of the road closure, and a public use inpact analysis of the
road cl osure. The permanent closure of aroad requires a full analysis
of trust needs and how t he departnment, through | and managenent and road
access building, shall mtigate for the public’'s loss of roads that
have been permanently closed. Consideration of adjacent private and
federal access to public Iand shall be part of the process to help to
inform the public about alternate road availability. Al'l permanent
primary and secondary road cl osures nust be approved by the board of
nat ural resources.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. The departnent of natural resources shal
establish an i ntergovernnental teamto work on i ncreasi ng public access
to public |ands. The team shall include federal and state |and
managenent agencies and representatives of private | and owners.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 9. Sections 2 through 4 and 6 through 8 of this
act are each added to chapter 79.38 RCW

~-- END ---
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