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S-0732.1

SENATE BI LL 5701

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Snyder

Read first tinme 02/03/1999. Referred to Conmmttee on Natural
Resources, Parks & Recreation

AN ACT Relating to consolidating fish and wildlife officers into
t he Washi ngton state patrol; addi ng new sections to chapter 43.43 RCW
addi ng a new sectionto Title 75 RCW and addi ng a new section to Title
77 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that a consolidation

of fish and wildlife officers into the Washi ngton state patrol woul d be
beneficial to fish and wldlife resources, to the public, and to

i ndi vidual enforcenent officers. Many opportunities to increase
efficiency and to inprove enforcenent of fish and wildlife laws wll
result from consolidation. The public wll benefit from inproved

resource protection and froma nore effective and responsive ability to
reduce the increasing public safety hazards associated with conflicts
bet ween humans and wldlife. The officers will benefit frominproved
noral e, increased conpensation, greater advancenent opportunity,
i nproved equi pnent, and increased training.

The goal of this act is a consolidated fish and wldlife
enforcement bureau that will function as a well-equi pped and highly
professional unit, wll produce increased public support through
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greater protection and reduced response tine, and will be an inportant
part of the Washi ngton state patrol

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The Washington state patrol has the
authority and duty to enforce Titles 75 and 77 RCW and the rules
adopt ed under those titles, relating to the tine, place, and nanner of
taking food fish, shellfish, ganme fish, ganme animals, fur-bearing
animals, protected wildlife, predatory animals, predatory birds, and
ganme birds. All fish and wildlife enforcement program personnel
directly engaged in the enforcenent of Titles 75 and 77 RCW shall be
transferred to and becone enpl oyees of the Washington state patrol
The chief of the Washington state patrol shall provide any additional
training needs to fully commssion transferred fish and wldlife
enforcenment officers, detectives, and sergeants as Washington state
patrol troopers, detectives, or sergeants. Enforcenent authority of
transferred fish and wldlife enforcement personnel shall continue
until those personnel becone conmm ssioned officers of the Washington
state patrol.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. The chief of the Washington state patrol may
purchase, construct, | ease, and operate equi pnent, vehicles, aircraft,
boats, and supplies as necessary to carry out the duties of the
Washi ngton state patrol under section 2 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to Title 75 RCWto
read as foll ows:

Al'l personnel engaged in the enforcement of this title and the
rules adopted under this title shall be enployed, supervised, and
controlled by the chief of the Washington state patrol, who shall be
the chief official charged with enforcenent of this title.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to Title 77 RCWto
read as foll ows:

Al l personnel engaged in the enforcenent of this title and the
rules adopted under this title shall be enployed, supervised, and
controlled by the chief of the Washington state patrol, who shall be
the chief official charged with enforcenent of this title.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. Enpl oyees of the departnent of fish and
wildlife enforcenent programtransferred to the Washi ngton state patro
shall have the option to retain nenbership in the retirenment and
disability systemin which they were nenbers prior to the transfer, or
to becone nenbers of the Washington state patrol retirenment and
disability system upon bei ng conm ssi oned.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 7. Al powers, duties, and functions of the
departnment of fish and wildlife pertaining to enforcenent of Titles 75
and 77 RCW are transferred to the Washington state patrol. Al
references to the director or the departnent of fish and wildlife in
t he Revi sed Code of Washington nmean the chief of the Washington state
patrol or the Wshington state patrol when referring to the |aw
enforcenment functions transferred in this section.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 8. There is established a fish and wildlife
bureau wi thin the Washi ngton state patrol. The chief of the Washi ngton
state patrol shall select a bureau chief to oversee the operation of
the fish and wildlife bureau. The bureau chief shall report to and
serve at the pleasure of the chief of the Washington state patrol and
shall maintain a close working liaison with the fish and wldlife
commssion to carry out the conmmssion’s goals, policies, and
objectives. All officers, sergeants, and detectives transferred to the
Washi ngton state patrol under this act shall assune a rank and cl ass
which is equivalent to their counterparts in the Wshington state
patrol . Second-line supervisors shall be assigned a rank and
classification which is the functional equivalent of their existing
rank and whi ch best fits within the operational nodel of the Washi ngton
state patrol. The chief of the Wshington state patrol, in
consultation with the departnent of personnel, shall make the fina
determ nati on regardi ng second-|ine supervisors.

NEW SECTI ON\. Sec. 9. All reports, docunents, surveys, books,
records, files, papers, and witten material in the possession of the
departnment of fish and wildlife pertaining to the powers, functions,
and duties transferred shall be delivered to the custody of the
Washi ngton state patrol. Al cabinets, furniture, office equipnent,
not or vehi cl es, and ot her tangi ble property enpl oyed by t he depart nent
of fish and wildlife in carrying out the powers, functions, and duties
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transferred shall be nmade available to the Washington state patrol
All funds, credits, or other assets held in connection with the powers,
functions, and duties transferred shall be assigned to the Washi ngton
state patrol.

Al full-tinme equivalent staff positions presently authorized and
any appropriations nade to the departnent of fish and wildlife for
carrying out the powers, functions, and duties transferred shall, on
the effective date of this section, be transferred and credited to the
Washi ngton state patrol

| f any question arises as to the transfer of any personnel, funds,
books, docunents, records, papers, files, equipnent, or other tangible
property used or held in the exercise of the powers and the perfornance
of the duties and functions transferred, the director of financial
managenent shall nmake a determination as to the proper allocation and
certify that determ nation to the state agencies concerned.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 10. Al enpl oyees of the departnent of fish and
wildlife enforcenent program engaged in performng the powers,
functions, and duties transferred are transferred to the jurisdiction
of the WAashington state patrol. All enployees cl assified under chapter
41.06 RCW the state civil service |law, are assigned to the Washi ngton
state patrol to perform their usual duties upon the sane terns as
formerly, without any | oss of rights, subject to any action that may be
appropriate thereafter in accordance with the | aws and rul es governi ng
state civil service. However, if up to twelve |aw enforcenent
personnel wish to remain in the departnment of fish and wildlife, the
existing full-time equival ents and appropriations supporting them may
be retained by the department of fish and wildlife, as though exenpt
fromthe operation of this chapter, for the purpose of managi ng probl em
wildlife and aninmal damage control. | ncunbents in those retained
positions shall not be authorized to carry | aw enforcenent conm ssi ons.
Transferred fish and wildlife enforcenent personnel shall continue to
respond to fish and wildlife issues involving human health and safety.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. All rules and all pending busi ness before
the departnent of fish and wldlife pertaining to the powers,
functions, and duties transferred shall be continued and acted upon by
t he Washington state patrol. Al existing contracts and obligations
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shall remain in full force and shall be perfornmed by the Washi ngton
state patrol.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 12. The transfer of powers, duties, functions,
and personnel of the departnment of fish and wildlife shall not affect
the validity of any act perforned before the effective date of this
section.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 13. | f apportionnments of budgeted funds are
requi red because of the transfers directed by sections 9 though 11 of
this act, the director of financial mnmanagenent shall certify the
apportionnments to the agencies affected, the state auditor, and the
state treasurer. Each of these shall nake the appropriate transfer and
adj ustnents in funds and appropriation accounts and equi pnent records
in accordance with the certification.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 14. Nothing contained in sections 7 through 13
of this act my be construed to alter any existing collective
bargai ning unit or the provisions of any existing coll ective bargaining
agreenent until the agreenent has expired or until the bargaining unit
has been nodified by action of the personnel board as provided by | aw.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 15. There is established a fish and wildlife
bureau transition commttee, which shall be chaired by the chief of the
Washi ngton state patrol and shall include one nenber from each of the
followng entities: The departnent of fish and wldlife; the
departnment of personnel; the Washington state troopers’ association;
the Washington federation of state enployees--fish and wldlife
officers; the fish and wildlife sergeants’ association; the fish and
wi |l dlife captains’ association; and the office of financial nmanagenent.
For the efficient inplenentation of this act, the conmttee shall nake
recommendations to the chief, who shall report to the |egislature one
year following the effective date of this section, at which tinme the
commttee shall be abolished.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 16. Sections 1 through 3 and 6 through 15 of
this act are each added to chapter 43.43 RCW

~-- END ---
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