©O© 00 N o o b

10
11
12
13
14

15
16
17
18

S-1083.1

SENATE BI LL 5713

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Kohl-Welles, Bauer, T. Sheldon, Mrton, Sellar, Wst,
W nsl ey, Cke and Rasnussen

Read first tinme 02/03/1999. Referred to Commttee on H gher Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to services and activities fees at institutions of
hi gher education; and anmendi ng RCW 28B. 15. 044 and 28B. 15. 045.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW28B. 15.044 and 1986 c 91 s 1 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
It is the intent of the legislature that students ((wlt—propese

budgetary—reconmmendations—for—econsiderat+on—by)) and the college or
uni versity adm ni stration and governi ng board ((tethe-extent—that—such

act+wviti+es—Fees)) work collaboratively to budget services and
activities fees. It is also the intent of the legislature that
services and activities fee expenditures for prograns devoted to
political or econom c phil osophies shall result in the presentation of
a spectrum of ideas.

Sec. 2. RCW28B.15.045 and 1994 ¢ 41 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The | egi sl ature recogni zes that institutional governi ng boards have
a responsibility to nmanage and protect institutions of higher
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educati on. This responsibility includes ensuring certain |awful
agreenents for which revenues from services and activities fees have
been pl edged. Such | awful agreenents include, but are not limted to,
bond covenant agreenents and ot her cont ract ual obl i gati ons.
Institutional governing boards are also expected to protect the
stability of prograns that benefit students.

The |l egislature al so recogni zes that services and activities fees
are paid by students for the express purpose of funding student
services and prograns, and that students are the nost appropriate
judges of which expenditures best serve their needs. It is the intent
of the | egislature that governing boards ((ensure—that)) and students
have ((a—streng)) an_equal voice in ((recermrending)) determning
budgets for services and activities fees. The boards of trustees and
the boards of regents of the respective institutions of higher
education shall adopt guidelines governing the establishnent and
fundi ng of progranms supported by services and activities fees upon the
witten agreenent of their respective student governnent associ ation or
its equivalent. Such gquidelines shall stipulate procedures for
budgeti ng and expendi ng services and activities fee revenue. Any such
gui delines shall be consistent with the follow ng provisions:

(1) Student representatives fromthe services and activities fee
conmittee and representatives of the college or university
adm ni stration shall have an opportunity to address the board before
board decisions on services and activities fee budgets and dispute
resol ution actions are made;

be used exclusively to support student services and prograns;

(3) Responsibility for proposing ((te—the—admnistration—and—the

of—programbudgets—that—derive—+f+on)) an annual expenditure plan for

services and activities fees revenues shall reside with a services and
activities fee commttee, on which students shall hold at |east a
majority of the voting nenberships, such student nenbers shal

represent diverse student interests, and shall be recomended by the
student governnent association or its equivalent. The chairperson of
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the services and activities fee commttee shall be selected by the
menbers of that conmttee. The governing board shall insure that the
services and activities fee commttee provides an opportunity for al
Vi ewpoi nts to be heard at a public neeting during its consideration of
the fundi ng of student prograns and activities.

(4) The services and activities fee commttee shall evaluate
exi sting and proposed prograns and submt a budget ((+reecermrendations))
for the expenditure of ((these)) services and activities fees wth
supporting docunments sinmultaneously to the college or wuniversity
governi ng board and adm ni strati on.

(5 The college or wuniversity admnistration shall review the
services and activities fee commttee budget ((+reecormrendations)) and
publish a witten response to the services and activities fee

budget—recomrendations)) detail any concerns with the conmttee's

budget, particularly any perceived failure by the commttee to observe
preexi sting contractual obligations or bond covenant agreenents. This
response, wth supporting docunentation, shall be submtted to the
services and activities fee commttee in a tinmely manner to allow
adequat e consi derati on.

(6)(a) Inthe event of a dispute or disputes involving the services
and activities fee conmttee ((recormrendations)) budget, the coll ege or
university admnistration shall neet wwth the services and activities
fee commttee in a good faith effort to resolve such dispute or
di sputes ((pr+or—to—submttal—of—Final—recomrendations—to)) before
review of the services and activities fee commttee budget by the
gover ni ng board.

(b) I'f said dispute is not resolved within fourteen days, a dispute
resolution commttee shall be convened by the chair of the services and
activities fee commttee within fourteen days.

(7) The dispute resolution commttee shall be selected as foll ows:
The college or university adm nistration shall appoint two nonvoting
advi sory nenbers; the governing board shall appoint three voting
menbers; and the services and activities fee conmttee chair shal
appoint three student nenbers of the services and activities fee
coonmittee who wll have a vote, and one student representing the
services and activities fee commttee who will chair the dispute
resolution commttee and be nonvoting. The committee shall neet in
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good faith, and settle by vote any and all disputes. 1In the event of
atievote, the chair of the dispute resolution commttee shall vote to
settle the dispute.

(8) The governing board may take action on those portions of the
services and activities fee conmttee budget not in dispute in
accordance with the customary budget approval tineline established by
the board. Wen considering the services and activities fee conmttee
budget, the governing board shall be limted to approving or
di sapprovi ng expenditures, however the board may approve expenditures
not contained in the services and activities fee commttee budget to
remedy any failure by the conmttee to observe preexisting contractual
obligations or bond covenant agreenents. The governing board shal
consider the results, if any, of the dispute resolution conmttee and
((shalH—take—aeti+on)) nmay approve expenditures recommended by the
di spute resolution commttee.

(9) Services and activities fees and revenues gener at ed by prograns
and activities funded by such fees shall be deposited and expended
through the office of the chief fiscal officer of the institution.

(10) Services and activities fees and revenues generated by
prograns and activities funded by such fees shall be subject to the
appl i cabl e policies, regul ations, and procedures of the institution and
t he budget and accounting act, chapter 43.88 RCW

(11) Al information pertaining to services and activities fees
budgets shall be nmade available to interested parties.

(12) Wth the exception of any funds needed for bond covenant
obl i gations, once the budget for expending service and activities fees
is approved by the governing board, funds shall not be shifted from
funds budgeted for associated students or departnentally related
categories or the reserve fund until the admnistration provides
witten justification to the services and activities fee commttee and
the governing board, and the governing board and the services and
activities fee commttee give their express approval. 1In the event of
a fund transfer dispute anong the services and activities fee
commttee, the admnistration, or the governing board, said dispute
shal | be resol ved pursuant to subsections (6)(b), (7), and (8) of this
section.

(13) Any service and activities fees collected which exceed
initially budgeted anmounts are subject to subsections (1) through (10)
and (12) of this section.

SB 5713 p. 4



w N

~N o 01 b~

(14) Only changes in the ampbunt of services and activities fees
agreed upon by the services and activities fee comttee and the

governi ng board may be used to adjust the anpunt charged to students.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

~-- END ---
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