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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5749

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Human Services & Corrections (originally
sponsored by Senators Long, Hargrove, Kohl-Wlles, Wnsley, ke and
St evens)

Read first tine 02/ 26/1999.

AN ACT Relating to the devel opnent of protocols for use during
interviews by the departnent of social and health services in
dependency hearings involving allegations of child abuse; adding new
sections to chapter 26.44 RCW creating new sections; and providing an
expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 26.44 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The legislature finds that, state-w de, over six thousand child
sexual abuse cases were accepted for investigation in 1998. These
cases require a significant |evel of expertise. It is the intent of
the legislature to create an interdisciplinary team under the
direction of the Washington state institute for public policy, to
review the techniques for investigative interviews conducted of
children and adults during allegations of child sexual abuse and to
create state-wide protocols for conducting such interviews. The
| egislature intends to i nprove the training and resources available to
i ndi vidual s who conduct these interviews and to increase the accuracy
of risk assessnments and determnations of fact associated wth
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i ntervi ews. The legislature further intends that a cadre of child
sexual abuse specialists will be developed in the state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) Ateamto create protocols for use by
the department of social and health services, |aw enforcenent, and
prosecuting attorneys i n conducting i nvestigative interviews of alleged
chil d sexual abuse is established under the direction of the Washi ngton
state institute for public policy, in collaboration wth the departnent
of social and health services and the crimnal justice training
conmi ssi on.

(2) The teamshall include two representatives fromthe departnent
of social and health services, a nental health professional certified
under chapter 18.19 RCW a physician |icensed under chapter 18.71 RCW
with substantial experience in child sexual abuse exam nations, a
menber of the Washi ngton state bar whose practice is primarily defense
oriented, the attorney general, a superior court judge, two prosecuting
attorneys, two | aw enforcenent officers who conduct child sexual abuse
i nvestigations, a child devel opnent specialist, a representative from
an agency serving the devel opnental |y di sabl ed, an advanced regi stered
nurse practitioner licensed under chapter 18.79 RCW a foster parent,
a representative froma child-serving agency, and a victim s advocate.
Team nenbers shall be qualified on the basis of know edge and
experience as may contribute to the effectiveness of the team

(3) Each entity representing persons identified in subsection (2)
of this section shall be requested by the Washington state institute
for public policy to appoint a representative.

(4) Menbers of the team except public enployees and elected
officials, shall be conpensated in accordance with RCW43. 03. 240. Each
menber shall be entitled to rei nbursenent for travel expenses incurred
in the performance of their duties as provided in RCW 43.03.050 and
43. 03. 060.

(5) The team shall conduct its business in a manner designed to
permt public participation and input in the developnent of the
protocol s.

(6) The team shall be subject to chapter 42.30 RCW the state’'s
open neetings act and chapter 42.17 RCW the public disclosure act and
all appropriate state and federal |aws regarding confidentiality of
i nformati on sharing.

SSB 5749 p. 2



©O© 00 N O O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

(7)(a) The institute shall provide professional, clerical, and
adm ni strative support to the team

(b) Al state and | ocal governnent agencies shall fully cooperate
with the teamin the devel opnent of the protocols.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The teamcreated in section 2 of this
act shall devel op state-w de protocols for investigative interviews of
al l egations of child sexual abuse.

(2) The protocols shall: (a) Be based on research-based practices
and standards; (b) mnimze the traunma of all persons who are
interviewed during abuse investigations; (c) provide nethods of
reduci ng the nunber of investigative interviews necessary whenever
possible; (d) assure, to the extent possible, that investigative
interviews are thorough, objective, and conplete; (e) recogni ze needs
of speci al popul ati ons, such as persons wth devel opnental

di sabilities; (f) recognize the nature and consequences of
victim zation; (g) require investigative interviews to be conducted in
a manner nost likely to permt the interviewed persons the maxi mum

enotional confort under the circunstances; (h) address record retention
and retrieval; and (i) docunentation of investigative interviews.

(3) The protocols shall address the followi ng: (a) Specialized and
ongoi ng trai ning of | aw enforcenent, prosecuting attorneys, and persons
sel ected by the departnent to conduct investigative interviews of child
sexual abuse cases, maxi m zing the use of existing resources within the
state whenever possible; (b) identification and referral of cases of
al I eged child sexual abuse, including those involving nultiple victins
or multiple offenders, to specially trained individuals; (c) provision
for collaboration anong the departnent, |aw enforcenent, defense
attorneys, prosecutors, and victim advocates; (d) recognition of the
differing levels of child intellectual and enotional devel opnent and
the consequences of developnent levels on investigative interview
t echni ques; (e) appropriate trai ni ng, qual i fications, and
identification of physicians and other nedical personnel who have
expertise in performng nedical exam nations of children who nmay be
victinms of child sexual abuse; (f) appropriate training, qualification,
and identification of therapists who have expertise in child sexua
abuse investigative interviews; (g) |aw enforcenent interviews of
al I eged child sexual abuse victins or offenders involving child sexual
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abuse; (h) recommended interview team nodels; and (i) periodic
eval uation of child sexual abuse investigative interview performnce.

(4) In addition to the devel opnent of protocols, the team is
aut hori zed and encouraged to nmake any additional recomendations it
finds appropriate to inprove the state’'s response to allegations of
child sexual abuse including specialized investigative interview
techni ques, recognition of different geographical, economc, and
cultural needs, and innovative facilities and strategies to reduce
child trauma and abuse.

(5) The protocols devel oped by the team shall be presented to the
| egi sl ature not |ater than Decenber 1, 1999.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 26.44 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Protocols for the investigation of child sexual abuse shall be
i npl emented, according to the inplenentation plan, July 1, 2000, and,
within available funding, be nmandatory mninmum requirenents in
conducting investigative interviews of alleged child sexual abuse by
the departnment of social and health services and |aw enforcenent
Specialized and ongoing training, for persons responsible for
i nvestigating child sexual abuse including departnent personnel, |aw
enforcenment, and prosecuting attorneys, shall be a priority.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 26.44 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Every enpl oyee of the departnment who conducts an interview of any
person involved in an allegation of abuse or neglect shall retain his
or her original witten records or notes setting forth the content of
the interviewunl ess he or she has entered a verbati mcopy of the notes
into the el ectronic systemoperated by the departnment which is desi gned
for storage, retrieval, and preservation of such records.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 6. The departnent shall conduct a pilot project
intw of its adm nistrative regions in which investigative interviews
of alleged child sexual abuse are recorded on audiotape. The
audi ot apes may be used only in dependency or crimnal proceedi ngs and
all copies nmust be returned to the departnent at the conclusion of the
proceedi ngs. The pilot project shall begin no | ater than Septenber 1,
1999, and end June 31, 2002. The Washington state institute for public
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policy shall evaluate the pilot project and report to the |egislature
by Decenber 1, 2001

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. A new section is added to chapter 26.44 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The Washington state institute for public policy shall report once
every two years to the | egi sl ature and governor on the effectiveness of
t he protocol s devel oped under chapter . . ., Laws of 1999 (this act),
their inplenentation, changes that have been made in the protocols
since the previous report, and recomendati ons for the inprovenent of
the protocols or their inplenentation.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 8. Sections 2, 3, and 6 of this act shall not
be codifi ed.

NEW SECTI ON\. Sec. 9. Sections 1 through 3 and 6 of this act
expire January 31, 2002.

~-- END ---
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