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SENATE BI LL 5753

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators West, Finkbei ner, Wnsl ey, Johnson, Hal e, McDonal d, Heavey,
Horn, ke, Hochstatter, Swecker, Stevens, Honeyford, Kohl-Welles,
Morton, Patterson, Deccio, Jacobsen, Rossi, T. Sheldon, Snyder,
Rasnmussen and Ei de

Read first tine 02/05/1999. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to funding for redeemabl e educati onal certificates;
adding a new section to chapter 28A 300 RCW creating a new section;
and maki ng appropriations.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the legislature to
i ncrease the reading skills of early | earners by encouragi ng parents to
assist in the reading devel opnent of their children. Scientific

evi dence i ndi cates that children whose parents begin reading to themat
an early age learn to read sooner and achieve a greater degree of
academ c success. Teachers find that children without a base in
reading are a greater challenge than those with sone exposure to
r eadi ng. Fi nanci al incentives provided to parents and children are
intended to assist teachers in teaching basic reading.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

A reading incentive programto conpensate parents of first grade
students who have achi eved appropriate reading accuracy and fluency
skills is created. The program shall be adm nistered as foll ows:
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(1) Before the end of the academ c year, first grade teachers my
evaluate the reading abilities of their students. The eval uation shal
i nclude the student’s skills in recognition of |etter sounds, phonem c
awar eness, word recogni tion, and readi ng connected text. Teachers have
the sole discretion in determining if a student has achieved the
appropriate first grade reading |evel.

(2) Teachers shall provide a redeenmabl e reading certificate to al
first grade students achieving the appropriate first grade reading
| evel as determ ned under subsection (1) of this section.

(3) Parents of the children who received the certificates my
endorse the reading certificate and submt it to the superintendent of
public instruction for paynent in the amount of fifty dollars, or the
parent may choose to donate his or her certificate to a reading
endownent fund established by the district.

(4) Upon receiving the certificates the superintendent of public
instruction shall redeemthe certificates for the face anount. 1In the
case of donated certificates as provided in subsection (3) of this
section the superintendent of public instruction shall redeem the
certificates in the nane of the local district’s reading endowrent
fund.

(5) The superintendent of public instruction shall adopt rules to
i npl emrent subsections (2), (3), and (4) of this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The sumof three mllion five hundred
thousand dollars, or as nmuch thereof as may be necessary, is
appropriated for the fiscal year endi ng June 30, 2000, fromthe general
fund to the superintendent of public instruction for the purposes of
this act.

(2) The sumof three mllion five hundred thousand dollars, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year
endi ng June 30, 2001, fromthe general fund to the superintendent of
public instruction for the purposes of this act.

~-- END ---
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