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SENATE BI LL 5756

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators MAuliffe and Rasnmussen; by request of Governor Locke

Read first tine 02/05/1999. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to opportunity schools; adding new sections to
chapter 28A.630 RCW <creating a new section; and providing an
expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that Washington state
is noving forward in inplenenting a bold education agenda: Teaching
every student to achieve high academ c standards. The legislature
further finds that school districts and schools need to have the
flexibility to neet this <challenge in exchange for greater
accountability. Thus, the legislature intends to authorize schoo
districts to be pilot opportunity school districts. These pilots
shoul d eval uate how deregul ation and increased flexibility assist in
nmovi ng schools to a performance-based education system  Opportunity
school districts should have the opportunity to advance an educati onal
agenda that is centered on student performance and hol ds their school s
accountable for that performance, w thout the restrictions of rules
that divert attention to unnecessary paperwrk and |abeling of
st udent s. Qpportunity school districts should afford their schools
flexibility over instructional programmng and how they achieve
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di strict and state educational goals, including control over their nost
i nportant managenent tool, their budgets. Schools need to be supported
as the place where the majority of teaching and | earning takes place.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The opportunity schools program is
established. The purpose of the programis to provide opportunities
for innovative teaching strategies and proven educational practices,
shared decision making, and increased parental and comunity
i nvol venent in public schools.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout sections 2 through 7 of this act.

(1) "Actual schools budget” neans the funding for individual
school s. It is the remainder of the potential schools budget m nus
district determ ned functions.

(2) "Budgetary framework"” is the district plan for delineating the
total district budget, potential schools budget, and actual schools
budget .

(3) "Core district functions"” includes those functions in (a)
through (j) of this subsection and may include those functions in (k)
through (m of this subsection relating to:

(a) The superintendent’s office;

(b) The board of directors;

(c) Information services;

(d) Legal services;

(e) The business office, including financial, accounting, payrol
services, insurance, and workers’ conpensation;

(f) An accountability/testing system

(g) Monitoring state and federal categorical prograns;

(h) Conducting individual education plans for special education
student s;

(1) Technol ogy infrastructure;

(j) Transportation;

(k) Food servi ces;

(1) School facilities; and

(m Federal program services carried out by the district and not
i ndi vi dual school buil di ngs.

(4) "District determned functions" are centrally retained
functions within the potential schools budget. They are limted to no
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nmore than twenty-five percent of the potential schools budget and may
be used for district determ ned expenditures, including but not limted
to extracurricular activities, comunity services, instructional
support for curriculum devel opnent and supervi sion, and professional
devel opnent for adm nistrators and teachers.

(5 "Formula funding” is the district plan for allocating the
actual schools budget to individual schools. The majority, at |east
seventy-five percent, of the fornmula should be weighted by student
need, including grade |evel, special education, bilingual education,
and additional |earning needs. Formula funding is intended to ensure
an equitable distribution of resources within the district based on
obj ectively neasured student needs. Thus, within any district, school s
with simlar students in characteristics and nunbers shoul d receive the
same |evel of resources under district formula funding. Formul a
fundi ng should result in |unp-sumfunding, rather than staffing units,
for individual school buildings. Once funding is provided to the
school, the school has full discretion on allocating resources,
regardl ess of the specifics of the district fornula.

(6) "Potential schools budget” neans the potential anmount avail abl e
for school funding. The potential schools budget is the anount
remai ning in the school district’s budget after subtracting funds for
core district functions fromthe total district budget.

(7) "Total district budget" nmeans the total budget for the school
district, including all state, federal, and |ocal operating revenues.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) By sinple majority, a school board may
vote to becone an opportunity school district.

(2) Each school board that has voted to becone an opportunity
school district is provided greater flexibility for education policy to
meet the needs of all its students. Opportunity school districts shal
file a plan with the superintendent of public instruction. The plan
shall contain the follow ng el enents:

(a) An accountability plan for schools in the district, including
provi sions for:

(1) Meeting state and district accountability goals; and

(1i) Serving struggling students and limted-English proficient
st udent s;

(b) A description of the role and conposition of school-based
councils, including, but not limted to:
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(1) Representation by principals, parents, teachers, other school
staff, and nenbers of the community; and

(11) The decision-making authority of the school -based councils,
especially wwth regard to the instructional program and budget; and

(c) Adescription of the district’s budgetary franmework and fornul a
funding for all schools within the district.

(3) Each school nust file wwth its district a conprehensive school
i nprovenent plan discussing howits budget is aligned with its school
i nprovenent plan. This plan replaces all other plans currently
required by rule or law and nust address at the least the follow ng
ar eas:

(a) The use of innovative strategi es and proven net hods of student
| earni ng, teaching, and school nmanagenment based on reliable research
effective practices, and wth evidence of replication across schools
w th diverse characteristics;

(b) A conprehensive design for school functioning including
i nstruction, assessnent, cl assroom managenent , pr of essi onal
devel opnment, parental involvenment, and school managenent aligned with
t he school’s curriculum technol ogy, and professional devel opment into
a school-wide reform plan designed to enable all students to neet
chal l enging state standards and addresses needs identified through a
school needs assessnent;

(c) The provision of high quality and continuous professional
devel opnent for teachers and staff;

(d) Measurable goals for student performance and benchmarks for
nmeeting them including the diverse |earning needs of all students in
t he buil di ng;

(e) The invol venent of parents and the | ocal community in planning
and i npl ementi ng school inprovenment activities;

(f) A plan for evaluation of school refornms and student
achi evenment; and

(g) Support by school faculty, admnistrators, staff, and the
school site council on the school inprovenent plan.

NEW_SECTI ON. Sec. 5. (1) Opportunity school districts are
automatically granted wai vers fromstate | aws and rul es as specified in
this title, except for those relating to:

(a) Health and safety;

(b) Gvil rights;
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(c) Special education;

(d) Collective bargaining; and

(e) The follow ng education reform provisions:

(1) Education goals in RCW 28A. 150. 210;

(11) Values and character traits in RCW28A. 150. 211

(ti1) Student assessnents in RCW 28A 300.320, 28A 230.190,
28A. 230. 220, 28A. 230. 230, and 28A. 230. 240;

(1v) Accountability provisions in RCW28A. 630.887 and 28A. 630. 885
and chapter . . ., Laws of 1999 (Z-0499/99);

(v) Reporting of school and district assessnents of student
| earning in RCW 28A. 630. 889;

(vi) Curricular adjustnents and parental notification of student
achi evenment on tests in RCW 28A. 230. 195; and

(vii) Basic education program requirenents and allocation in RCW
28A. 150. 220 and 28A. 150. 260.

(2) Opportunity school districts and schools are subject to
generally accepted accounting principles. The office of the
superintendent of public instruction, in cooperationwith the office of
financi al managenent and the state auditor, shall establish performance
and financial accountability requirenents for opportunity school
districts and school s that are consistent with noving to a performance-
based education system

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. After three years of inplenentation, the
institute for public policy shall study opportunity school districts to
determ ne their effectiveness in inproving student achi evenent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The programin sections 2 through 6 of this
act shall be available commencing with the 1999-2000 school year.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 8. Sections 1 through 7 of this act expire June
30, 2004.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. Sections 2 through 7 of this act are each
added to chapter 28A 630 RCW
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