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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5766

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Committee on Health & Long-TermCare (originally sponsored by
Senat ors Wj ahn, Long, Franklin, Wnsley, Rasnussen and Costa)

Read first tinme 03/03/1999.

AN ACT Relating to the | ong-term care onbudsman program anendi ng
RCW 43.190. 060; adding new sections to chapter 43.190 RCW making
appropriations; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 43.190. 060 and 1995 1st sp.s. ¢ 18 s 33 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

A long-term care onbudsman shal |

(1) Identify, investigate, and resolve conplaints nade by or on
behalf of residents of long-term care facilities relating to
admnistrative action, inaction, or decisions which may adversely
affect the health, safety, welfare, and rights of these individuals;

(2) Monitor the devel opnent and inplenentation of federal, state,
and | ocal laws, rules, regulations, and policies wth respect to | ong-
termcare facilities in this state;

(3) Provide information as appropriate to residents, resident

representatives, and others regarding the rights of residents, and to

publ i c agenci es regardi ng the probl ens of individuals residing inlong-
termcare facilities; and
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(4) Provide for training volunteers and pronoting the devel opnent
of citizen organi zations to participate in the onbudsman program ((A

trained volunteer long-term care onmbudsman, in accordance with the

policies and procedures established by the state long-term care
onbudsman _program shall informresidents, their representatives, and
others about the rights of residents, and may identify, investigate,
and resolve conplaints made by or on behalf of residents of |ong-term
care facilities relating to action, inaction, or decisions, that my
adversely affect the health, safety, welfare, and rights of these
i ndi vi dual s.

Nothing in chapter . . ., laws of 1999 (this act) shall be
construed to enpower the state |ong-term care onbudsman or any | ocal
long-term care onbudsman with statutory or regulatory licensing or
sanctioning authority.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. A newsectionis added to chapter 43.190 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A local long-term care onbudsman, including a trained vol unteer
| ong-termcare onbudsman, shall have the duties and authority set forth
in the federal older Anmericans act (42 U S.C. Sec. 3058 et seq.) for
| ocal onbudsnen. The state long-term care onbudsman and
representatives of the office of the state |long-term care onbudsman,
shall have the duties and authority set forth in the federal ol der
Anmericans act for the state long-term care onbudsman and
representatives of the office of the state |ong-term care onbudsman.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. A newsectionis added to chapter 43.190 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) To keep pace with the recent, rapid gromh of |icensed beds in
boarding hones and adult famly honmes, the long-term care onbudsman
program shall increase the nunber of trained volunteer |ong-termcare
onbudsnmen available to residents living in these settings.
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(2) The departnent shall provide appropriated funds to the office
of the state long-term care onbudsman for distribution state-wide to
the regional offices of the |ong-termcare onbudsman program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) The sum of two hundred fifty thousand
dollars, or as much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2000, from the general fund to the
departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent for the
pur poses of this act.

(2) The sum of two hundred fifty thousand dollars, or as much
t hereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2001, from the general fund to the departnent of conmmunity,
trade, and econom c devel opnent for the purposes of this act.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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