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S-1226.1

SENATE BI LL 5773

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Thi baudeau, Deccio and Spanel

Read first tine 02/08/1999. Referred to Conmmittee on Health &
Long- Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to dental hygienists; anending RCW 18.29.021,
18. 29. 045, 18.29.060, 18.29.071, 18.29.120, 18.29.140, 18.29.150,
18. 29. 160, and 18. 29. 210; addi ng new sections to chapter 18.29 RCW and
repealing RCW 18.29.110, 18. 29. 130, 18.29. 170, 18. 29. 190, and
18. 29. 200.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18.29.021 and 1996 ¢ 191 s 10 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

(1) The ((departwent)) secretary shall issue a license to any
appl i cant who( (;—as—determned—bythe seeretary)):

(a) Has successfully conpl eted an educati onal program approved by
the ((seeretary)) board. This educational programshall include course
wor k enconpassi ng the subject areas within the scope of the |icense to
practice dental hygiene in the state of Washi ngton;

(b) Has successfully conpleted an exam nation adm nistered or
approved by the ((dental—hygiene—examning—ecommttee)) board; and

(c) Has not engaged in unprofessional conduct or is not unable to
practice with reasonable skill and safety as a result of a physical or
ment al i npai rment .
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(2) Applications for licensure nmust conply wth admnistrative
procedures, adm ni strative requirenents, and fees establ i shed accordi ng
to RCW 43.70. 250 and 43. 70. 280.

Sec. 2. RCW18.29.045 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 47 are each anended to read
as follows:

An applicant holding a valid license and currently engaged in
practice in another state nmay be granted a |license wi thout exam nation
required by this chapter, on the paynent of any required fees, if the
secretary in consultation wth the ((advisery—ecommttee)) board
determ nes that the other state’ s |icensing standards are substantively
equivalent to the standards in this state: PROVI DED, That the
secretary in consultation with the ((adwvisery—commttee)) board may
require the applicant to: (1) File with the secretary docunentation
certifying the applicant is licensed to practice in another state; and
(2) provide information as the secretary deens necessary pertaining to
the conditions and criteria of the uniform disciplinary act, chapter
18.130 RCW and to denonstrate to the secretary a know edge of
Washi ngton | aw pertaining to the practice of dental hygiene.

Sec. 3. RCW18.29.060 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 48 are each anmended to read
as follows:

Upon passing an examnation and neeting the requirenents as
provided in RCW 18. 29. 021, the secretary of health shall issue to the
successful applicant a |license as dental hygienist. The |license shal
be displayed in a conspicuous place in the operation room where such
licensee shall practice. The licensee shall also wear a nane badge
identifying the |licensee as an "L.D. H. " when practicing dental hygiene.

Sec. 4. RCW18.29.071 and 1996 ¢ 191 s 11 are each anended to read
as follows:

The ((seeretary)) board shall establish the admnistrative
procedures, admnistrative requirenents, and fees for renewal of
licenses as provided in this chapter and in RCW 43.70.250 and
43. 70. 280.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 18.29 RCW
to read as foll ows:
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(1) The board of dental hygiene is created. The board consists of
five nmenbers who shall be appointed by the governor. O the initial
appoi ntnents, two shall be appointed for a termof two years, two for
a termof three years, and one for a termof four years. Thereafter,
all appointments shall be for ternms of four years. Four nmenbers of the
board shall be dental hygienists |icensed under this chapter and
residinginthis state, shall have not | ess than five years’ experience
in the practice of dental hygiene, and shall be actively engaged in
practice within two years of appointnent. The fifth nenber shall be
appointed from the public at large, shall have an interest in the
rights of consunmers of dental services, and shall not be or have been
a menber of any other licensing board, a |licensee of any dental rel ated
board, an enpl oyee of any dental services facility, nor derive his or
her primary livelihood from the provision of dental services at any
| evel of responsibility. In the event that a nenber of the board
cannot conplete his or her termof office, another appoi ntnment shall be
made by the governor in accordance with the procedure stated in this
subsection to fill the remainder of the term No nenber may serve for
nore than two successive four-year terns.

(2) The secretary of health shall furnish such secretarial,
clerical, and other assistance as the board may require. Each nenber
of the board shall be conpensated in accordance with RCW43. 03. 240, and
be rei nbursed for travel expenses in accordance with RCW43.03. 050 and
43. 03. 060.

(3) For the purposes of this chapter, and unless the context
clearly requires otherw se, "board" neans the board of dental hygiene,
created in this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 18.29 RCW
to read as foll ows:

In addition to other duties specified in this chapter, the board
has the foll owi ng powers and duti es:

(1) To devel op and adm ni ster, or approve, or both, exam nations to
applicants for licensure under this chapter;

(2) To pass upon the qualifications of applicants for a license and
to certify to the secretary duly qualified applicants;

(3) To adopt rules not inconsistent wwth the laws of this state as
may be deened necessary or proper to carry out the purposes of this
chapter;
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(4) To establish and admnister requirenents for continuing
conpet ency, which shall be a prerequisite to renewing a |icense under
this chapter

(5 To keep an official record of all board proceedi ngs, which
record shall be evidence of all proceedings of the board that are set
forth in the official record; and

(6) To adopt rules not inconsistent with the laws of this state,
when it deens appropriate, in response to questions put to it by
prof essional dental related associations, dental hygienists, and
consuners in this state concerning the authority of dental hygienists
to performcertain acts.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. A new section is added to chapter 18.29 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The board shall elect from its nenbers a chair and vice-
chair/secretary, who shall serve for one year or until their successors
are elected. The board shall neet at |east once a year and upon the
call of the chair at such tines and places as the chair designates.
Three nenbers constitute a quorumof the full board for the transaction
of any busi ness. Meetings of the board shall be open and public,
except the board may hol d executive sessions to the extent permtted by
chapter 42.30 RCW

Sec. 8. RCW18.29.120 and 1995 c 198 s 5 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

The (( : Leati en el i I | hva

exam-ntng—comm-ttee)) board shall:
(1) Adopt rules in accordance wth chapter 34.05 RCW necessary to

prepare and conduct exam nations for dental hygiene |icensure;

(2) Require an applicant for licensure to pass an exam nation
consisting of witten and practical tests upon such subjects and of
such scope as the ((eemmttee)) board determ nes;

(3) Set the standards for passage of the exam nation;

(4) Admnister at least two exam nations each calendar year.
Addi ti onal exam nations may be given as necessary; and

(5) Establish by rule the procedures for an appeal of an
exam nation failure

SB 5773 p. 4



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e
= O

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28
29
30
31
32

33
34

Sec. 9. RCW18.29.140 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 54 are each anmended to read
as follows:

The ((seeretary)) board shall establish by rule the standards and
procedures for approval of educational prograns and may contract with
i ndi vi dual s or organi zations having expertise in the profession or in
education to report to the ((seeretary)) board information necessary
for the ((seeretary)) board to eval uate the educational progranms. The
((seeretary)) board may establish a fee for educational program
evaluation. The fee shall be set to defray the adm nistrative costs
for evaluating the educational program including, but not [imted to,
costs for site evaluation

Sec. 10. RCW18.29.150 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 55 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The ((seeretary)) board shall establish the date and | ocation
of the exam nation. Applicants who neet the education requirenents for
licensure shall be scheduled for the next exam nation follow ng the
filing of the application. The ((seeretary)) board shall establish by
rul e the exam nation application deadline.

(2) The exam nation shall contain subjects appropriate to the scope
of practice and on laws in the state of Washington regul ating dental
hygi ene practi ce.

(3) The ((eemmttee)) board shall establish by rule the
requi renents for a reexamnation if the applicant has failed the
exam nati on

(4) The ((eemmttee)) board may approve an exam nati on prepared or
adm nistered by a private testing agency or association of |icensing
authorities.

Sec. 11. RCW18.29.160 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 56 are each anended to read
as follows:

The secretary, nenbers of the ((eemmttee)) board, and individuals
acting on their behalf are immune from suit in any action, civil or
crimnal, based on any acts perforned in the course of their duties.

Sec. 12. RCW18.29. 210 and 1993 ¢ 323 s 4 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
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conmmttee)) board shall develop rules and definitions to inplenent this

chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 13. The followng acts or parts of acts are
each repeal ed:

(1) RCW18.29.110 (Dental hygi ene exam ning commttee--Generally)
and 1991 ¢ 3 s 51 & 1989 ¢ 202 s 3;

(2) RCW 18.29.130 (Secretary’'s authority--Generally--Continuing
education) and 1991 ¢ 3 s 53 & 1989 c 202 s 5;

(3) RCW18.29.170 (Commttee neetings--Qorum-Effect of vacancy)
and 1989 c 202 s 9;

(4) RCW18.29.190 (Tenporary licenses) and 1993 ¢ 323 s 2; and

(5) RCW 18.29.200 (Tenporary |icensees--Requirenents for regular
exam nation) and 1993 c¢ 323 s 3.

~-- END ---
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