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SENATE BI LL 5783

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senat ors Thi baudeau, Deccio, Prentice, Costa, Ei de, Goings, Johnson,
Zarel li, Wjahn and Rasnussen

Read first tine 02/09/1999. Referred to Conmmittee on Health &
Long- Term Car e.

AN ACT Rel ating to school nurses; adding a new section to chapter
28A. 210 RCW creating new sections; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that schools are being
asked to play an increasingly expanding role in protecting our

children’s health. Schools are responsible for nonitoring the
i mmuni zation of children, evaluating children’s hearing and vi sion, and
screening for scoliosis. Chronically ill children often require

medically ordered treatnment to enable them to attend school.
Prescription nedication is often required to be given to children
during the school day. Schools are also responsible for identifying
and reporting child abuse, identifying drug and al cohol problens,
treating energencies, providing counseling and assi stance for teenage
parents, and providing AIDS education. The legislature finds that
expertise i s needed in our schools to protect the health of students in
our schools and to hel p students |earn.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 210
RCWto read as foll ows:
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(1) Beginning with the 1999-2000 school year, each school district
shall maintain a ratio of not | ess than one school nurse for every one
t housand five hundred full-tinme equival ent students. In the 2000-01
school year, each school district shall maintain a ratio of not |ess
than one school nurse for every one thousand full-tinme equival ent
st udent s. In the 2001-02 school year, each school district shal
maintain a ratio of not |ess than one school nurse for every seven
hundred fifty full-tinme equival ent students.

(2) The state board of education shall adopt rules providing for
the initial and continuing certification for certified school nurses.
Application shall be made within one year after the effective date of
this section.

(3) A second cl ass school district may continue to hire persons who
nmeet the requirenents of RCW 28A. 210. 300.

(4) As used in this section, "school nurse" neans a person who
satisfies the follow ng requirenents:

(a) (i) The candi date hol ds a bachel or of science degree i n nursing,
including training in public health nursing;

(i1) The candidate holds a valid |license as a regi stered nurse (RN)
i n Washi ngton st at e;

(1i1) The candidate is certified as an educational staff associate
pursuant to requirenents established by the office of the
superintendent of public instruction;

(tv) The candidate has successfully conpleted additional
post graduat e work i ncl uding, but not limted to, school health, crisis
i ntervention, health counseling, child devel opnent, health curricul um
and drug and al cohol abuse curriculum and

(v) The candi date has professional nursing experience in schoo
settings for the equivalent of three school years within the six years
i mredi ately preceding the effective date of this section; or

(b) The candi date qualifies under subsection (3) of this section.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 3. By Decenber 31, 2001, the superintendent of
public instruction shall submt a report to the legislature on the
i npl enentation of section 2 of this act and the inpact of the services
provi ded. The report shall include recomendations about whether
funding for school nurses should be an ongoing responsibility of the
state and part of basic educati on.
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1 NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. Sections 1 and 2 of this act expire June 30,
2 2002.

~-- END ---
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