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S-1336.1

SENATE BI LL 5797

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators MAuliffe, Ei de, B. Sheldon, Fairley, Kohl-WIlIles, Shin,
Gardner, Fraser, Snyder, Prentice, Patterson, Goings, Bauer, Wnsl ey,
Thi baudeau, Rasmussen and Spanel

Read first tine 02/09/1999. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to inproving class size; anendi ng RCW 28A. 150. 260
and 28A. 150. 260; creating a new section; providing an effective date;
and providing a contingent effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The legislature finds that Washington's
schools have sone of the largest classes in the nation. The
| egi slature finds that reducing class size in the elenentary grades is
a crucial step toward providing students with additional |earning
opportunities to neet the increased challenges. The |egislature
further finds that reducing class sizes and inproving the student to
teacher ratio will provide students wth the individual attention they
need to learn to the best of their abilities and to reach the new and
hi gher |earning standards. The legislature further finds that
providing for smaller classes will help provide a safer and nore
disciplined learning environnent. The legislature further intends to
provide stability and i nprove planning for school districts by placing
i nprovenents to the allocation formula for kindergarten through third
grade into statute. The legislature intends to i nprove the allocation
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formul a based upon the nunber of students in grades four and five and
pl ace those inprovenents into statute.

Sec. 2. RCW28A. 150.260 and 1997 ¢ 13 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The basic education allocation for each annual average full-tine
equi val ent student shall be determ ned in accordance with the foll ow ng
pr ocedur es:

(1) The governor shall and the superintendent of public instruction
may recommend to the |l egislature a fornul a based on a ratio of students
to staff for the distribution of a basic education allocation for each
annual average full-tinme equivalent student enrolled in a common
school. The distribution formula shall have the primary objective of
equal i zing educational opportunities and shall provide appropriate
recognition of the follow ng costs anong the various districts within
the state:

(a) Certificated instructional staff and their rel ated costs;

(b) Certificated adm nistrative staff and their rel ated costs;

(c) Cassified staff and their related costs;

(d) Nonsal ary costs;

(e) Extraordinary costs of renote and necessary schools and snal
hi gh school s, including costs of additional certificated and cl assified
staff; and

(f) The attendance of students pursuant to RCW 28A.335.160 and
28A. 225. 250 who do not reside within the servicing school district.

(2)(a) This formula for distribution of basic education funds shal
be reviewed biennially by the superintendent and governor. The
recommended fornula shall be subject to approval, anmendnment or
rejection by the |egislature. The formula shall be for allocation
purposes only. Wiile the legislature intends that the allocations for
addi tional instructional staff be used to increase the ratio of such
staff to students, nothing in this section shall require districts to
reduce the nunber of adm nistrative staff bel ow existing |evels.

(b) The fornmula adopted by the legislature shall reflect the
followng ratios at a m ni num

(1) Forty-nine certificated instructional staff to one thousand
annual average full-tinme equivalent students enrolled in grades
ki ndergarten through three plus an additional five and three-tenths

certificated instructional staff units for grades ki ndergarten through
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t hr ee. However, a district shall only receive allocations for staff

above forty-nine certificated instructional staff to one thousand full -

tinme equivalent students in grades kindergarten through three if the

district docunents an actual ratio equal to or greater than fifty-four

and three-tenths certificated instructional staff for one thousand

full-tine equivalent students in grades Kkindergarten through three.

For any school district docunenting a lower certificated instructional

staff ratio, the allocation shall be based on the district’'s actua

certificated instructional staff ratio for grades ki ndergarten through

three or forty-nine certificated instructional staff for one thousand

full-tine equivalent students. Districts at or above fifty-one

certificated instructional staff per one thousand full-tine equival ent

students in grades kindergarten through three may dedicate up to one

and three-tenths of the fifty-four and three-tenths funding ratio to

enpl oy additional classifiedinstructional assistants assi gned to basic

education classroons in grades kindergarten through three. For

pur poses of docunmenting a district’s staff ratio under this subsecti on,

funds used by the district to enploy additional cl assified

instructional assistants shall be converted to a certificated staff

equi val ent and added to the district’'s act ual certificated

instructional staff ratio;

(1i) Forty-eight and thirty-six one-hundredths certificated
instructional staff to one thousand annual full-time equival ent

students enrolled in grades four and five. The staff may be used in

grades ki ndergarten through five if the district docunents an actua

average ratio of forty-eight and thirty-si x one-hundredths certificated

instructional staff in grades kindergarten through five;

(iii) Forty-six certificated instructional staff to one thousand
annual average full-tinme equivalent students in grades ((feur)) six
t hrough twel ve;

((++)y)) (@(v) Four certificated admnistrative staff to one
t housand annual average full-time equivalent students in grades
ki ndergarten through twelve; and

((6)r)) (v) Sixteen and sixty-seven one-hundredths classified
personnel to one thousand annual average full-tinme equival ent students
enrolled in grades kindergarten through twel ve.

(c) I'n the event the legislature rejects the distribution formula
recommended by the governor, wthout adopting a new distribution
formula, the distribution formula for the previous school year shal
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remain in effect: PROVIDED, That the distribution fornula devel oped
pursuant to this section shall be for state apportionnent and
equal i zati on purposes only and shall not be construed as mandating
specific operational functions of |ocal school districts other than
those program requirenents identified in RCW 28A 150.220 and
28A. 150. 100. The enrollnment of any district shall be the annual
average nunber of full-tinme equival ent students and part-tine students
as provided in RCW 28A. 150.350, enrolled on the first school day of
each nonth and shall exclude full-tinme equivalent students wth
disabilities recognized for the purposes of allocation of state funds
for prograns under RCW28A. 155. 010 t hrough 28A. 155. 100. The definition
of full-time equival ent student shall be determned by rules of the
superintendent of public instruction: PROVI DED, That the definition
shall be included as part of the superintendent’s biennial budget
request: PROVI DED, FURTHER, That any revision of the present
definition shall not take effect wuntil approved by the house
appropriations comnmttee and the senate ways and neans conmttee:
PROVI DED, FURTHER, That the office of financial nanagenent shall make
a nonthly review of the superintendent’s reported full-tinme equival ent
students in the common schools in conjunction with RCWA43. 62. 050.

(3)(a) Certificatedinstructional staff shall include those persons
enpl oyed by a school district who are nonsupervisory enpl oyees w thin
t he nmeani ng of RCW41.59.020(8): PROVIDED, That in exceptional cases,
peopl e of wunusual conpetence but wthout certification nay teach
students so long as a certificated person exercises genera
super vi si on: PROVI DED, FURTHER, That the hiring of such classified
peopl e shall not occur during a |abor dispute and such classified
peopl e shall not be hired to replace certificated enpl oyees during a
| abor di spute.

(b) Certificated adm nistrative staff shall include all those
persons who are chief executive officers, chief admnistrative
of ficers, confidential enpl oyees, supervisors, principals, or assistant
principals within the neani ng of RCW 41.59. 020(4).

(4) Each annual average full-tinme equivalent certificated classroom
teacher’s direct classroomcontact hours shall average at | east twenty-
five hours per week. Direct classroomcontact hours shall be excl usive
of time required to be spent for preparation, conferences, or any ot her
noncl assroom instruction duties. Up to two hundred m nutes per week
may be deducted fromthe twenty-five contact hour requirenent, at the
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di scretion of the school district board of directors, to acconmodate
aut hori zed teacher/parent-guardi an conferences, recess, passing tine
bet ween cl asses, and informal instructional activity. | mpl ement i ng
rules to be adopted by the state board of education pursuant to RCW
28A. 150. 220(4) shall provide that conpliance with the direct contact

hour requirement shall be based upon teachers’ normally assi gned weekly
i nstructional schedules, as assigned by the district admnistration.

Addi tional record-keeping by classroom teachers as a neans of

accounting for contact hours shall not be required. Wai vers from
contact hours may be requested under RCW 28A. 305. 140.

Sec. 3. RCW28A. 150.260 and 1997 ¢ 13 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The basic education allocation for each annual average full-tine
equi val ent student shall be determ ned in accordance with the foll ow ng
pr ocedur es:

(1) The governor shall and the superintendent of public instruction
may recommend to the |l egislature a fornul a based on a ratio of students
to staff for the distribution of a basic education allocation for each
annual average full-time equivalent student enrolled in a common
school. The distribution formula shall have the primary objective of
equal i zing educational opportunities and shall provide appropriate
recognition of the follow ng costs anong the various districts within
the state:

(a) Certificated instructional staff and their rel ated costs;

(b) Certificated adm nistrative staff and their rel ated costs;

(c) Cassified staff and their related costs;

(d) Nonsal ary costs;

(e) Extraordinary costs of renote and necessary schools and snal
hi gh school s, including costs of additional certificated and cl assified
staff; and

(f) The attendance of students pursuant to RCW 28A.335.160 and
28A. 225. 250 who do not reside within the servicing school district.

(2)(a) This formula for distribution of basic education funds shal
be reviewed biennially by the superintendent and governor. The
recommended fornula shall be subject to approval, anmendnment or
rejection by the |egislature. The formula shall be for allocation
purposes only. Wiile the legislature intends that the allocations for
addi tional instructional staff be used to increase the ratio of such
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staff to students, nothing in this section shall require districts to
reduce the nunber of adm nistrative staff bel ow existing |evels.

(b) The formula adopted by the legislature shall reflect the
followng ratios at a m ni num

(1) Forty-nine certificated instructional staff to one thousand
annual average full-tinme equivalent students enrolled in grades
ki ndergarten through three plus an additional five and three-tenths
certificated instructional staff units for grades kindergarten through

t hr ee. However, a district shall only receive allocations for staff

above forty-nine certificated instructional staff to one t housand full -

tinme equivalent students in grades kindergarten through three if the

district docunents an actual ratio equal to or greater than fifty-four

and three-tenths certificated instructional staff for one thousand

full-tine equivalent students in grades Kkindergarten through three.

For any school district docunenting a lower certificated instructional

staff ratio, the allocation shall be based on the district’'s actua

certificated instructional staff ratio for grades ki ndergarten through

three or forty-nine certificated instructional staff for one thousand

full-tine equivalent students. Districts at or above fifty-one

certificated instructional staff per one thousand full-tine equival ent

students in grades kindergarten through three may dedicate up to one

and three-tenths of the fifty-four and three-tenths funding ratio to

enpl oy additional classifiedinstructional assistants assi gned to basic

education classroons in grades kindergarten through three. For

pur poses of docunmenting a district’s staff ratio under this subsecti on,

funds used by the district to enploy additional cl assified

instructional assistants shall be converted to a certificated staff

equi val ent and added to the district’'s act ual certificated

instructional staff ratio;

(1i) Forty-eight and thirty-six one-hundredths certificated
instructional staff to one thousand annual full-time equival ent

students enrolled in grades four and five. The staff may be used in

grades ki ndergarten through five if the district docunents an actua

average ratio of forty-eight and thirty-si x one-hundredths certificated

instructional staff in grades kindergarten through five;

(iii) Forty-six certificated instructional staff to one thousand
annual average full-tinme equivalent students in grades ((feur)) six
t hrough twel ve;
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((++)y)) (iv) Four certificated admnistrative staff to one
t housand annual average full-time equivalent students 1in grades
ki ndergarten through twelve; and

((wr)) (v) Sixteen and sixty-seven one-hundredths classified
personnel to one thousand annual average full-tinme equival ent students
enrolled in grades kindergarten through twel ve.

(c) In the event the legislature rejects the distribution fornula
recommended by the governor, wthout adopting a new distribution
formula, the distribution formula for the previous school year shal
remain in effect: PROVIDED, That the distribution fornula devel oped
pursuant to this section shall be for state apportionnent and
equal i zati on purposes only and shall not be construed as mandating
specific operational functions of |ocal school districts other than
those program requirenents identified in RCW 28A 150.220 and
28A. 150. 100. The enrollnment of any district shall be the annual
average nunber of full-tinme equival ent students and part-tine students
as provided in RCW 28A.150. 350, enrolled on the first school day of
each nonth and shall exclude full-tinme equivalent students wth
disabilities recognized for the purposes of allocation of state funds
for prograns under RCW28A. 155. 010 t hrough 28A. 155. 100. The definition
of full-time equival ent student shall be determned by rules of the
superintendent of public instruction: PROVI DED, That the definition
shall be included as part of the superintendent’s biennial budget
request: PROVI DED, FURTHER, That any revision of the present
definition shall not take effect wuntil approved by the house
appropriations conmttee and the senate ways and neans conmttee:
PROVI DED, FURTHER, That the office of financial nanagenent shall make
a nonthly review of the superintendent’s reported full-tinme equival ent
students in the common schools in conjunction with RCWA43. 62. 050.

(3)(a) Certificated instructional staff shall include those persons
enpl oyed by a school district who are nonsupervisory enpl oyees within
t he nmeani ng of RCW41.59.020(8): PROVIDED, That in exceptional cases,
peopl e of wunusual conpetence but wthout certification nay teach
students so long as a certificated person exercises genera
super vi si on: PROVI DED, FURTHER, That the hiring of such classified
peopl e shall not occur during a |abor dispute and such classified
peopl e shall not be hired to replace certificated enpl oyees during a
| abor di spute.
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(b) Certificated adm nistrative staff shall include all those
persons who are chief executive officers, chief admnistrative
of ficers, confidential enpl oyees, supervisors, principals, or assistant
principals within the nmeani ng of RCW 41.59. 020(4).

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. Sections 1 and 2 of this act take effect
Septenber 1, 1999.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. Section 3 of this act shall take effect
Septenber 1, 2000. However, section 3 of this act shall not take
effect if, by Septenber 1, 2000, a lawis enacted stating that a school
accountability and academ c assessnent systemis not in place.

~-- END ---
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