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S-1751.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5803

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmmttee on Agriculture & Rural Econom c Devel opnent
(originally sponsored by Senators Rasmussen and Swecker)

Read first tine 02/23/1999.

AN ACT Relating to dairy nutrients; creating new sections; and
provi di ng an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW_SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that a nunber of
i ssues have arisen in regard to the dairy nutrient managenent program
t hat have not been settled wi thout direct |egislative involvenent. The
| egislature finds that continued cooperation is needed to resolve
issues relating to the dairy nutrient nmanagenment program

The legislature intends to further the goal of establishing a
reasonabl e and effective program that provides clear and consi stent
expectations. The legislature finds that retention of productive dairy
farms and maintaining the quality of state waters are of utnost
i nportance to the state.

NEW SECTI ON\. Sec. 2. By January 30, 2000, the departnent of
ecol ogy shall publish and send an i nformati onal guide to all registered
dairy farns in the state that explains the expectations of the
department when conducting an inspection. The guide shall be titled
"How to Survive a Dairy Nutrient |Inspection.”

p. 1 SSB 5803



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W WwWwwWwMNDNDNDMDDNMNDNDNDDNMNMNDNMDNMNMNMNMMNEPRPPRPEPRPRPRPPRPERPRPERPPRPRE
0O N O A W NPEFP O OOWwuNOD O P WNEPEOOOWOOLwWNO O~ owDNDEe. o

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) A dairy nutrient managenent task force
is created. The task force shall be conprised of el even nenbers, who
are appointed as foll ows:

(a) Two nenbers of the house of representatives, one from each
maj or caucus, appointed by the co-speakers of the house of
representatives;

(b) Two nenbers of the senate, one from each nmjor caucus,
appoi nted by the president of the senate;

(c) Arepresentative of the departnent of ecol ogy, appointed by the
di rector of ecol ogy;

(d) A representative of the state conservation conmm ssion,
appoi nted by its executive secretary;

(e) Arepresentative of |ocal conservation districts, appointed by
the president of a state-w de association of conservation districts;

(f) Three active dairy farnmers, appointed by a state-wde
organi zation representing dairy farnmers in the state, who shall be from
different regions and different sizes of dairy operations; and

(g) Arepresentative of an environnental interest organizationwth
famliarity and expertise in water quality i ssues, appoi nted by the co-
speakers of the house of representatives.

(2) The task force shall conduct a review of the dairy nutrient
managenent program adm nistered by the departnent of ecology, the
conservation conmm ssion, and |ocal conservation districts. The task
force shall include but not be limted to exam nation of the foll ow ng
t opi cs:

(a) Conpliance with the deadlines established in chapter 262, Laws
of 1998, for the devel opnent, inplenentation, and approval of dairy
nutri ent managenent plans, or deadlines established under other state
water quality | aws;

(b) Better assurance of consistency in interpretations between
staff that conduct inspections, and between inspectors and staff that
desi gn and approve dairy nutrient nmanagenent pl ans;

(c) What constitutes waters of the state for purposes of the dairy
nutrient managenent program

(d) darification of what constitutes a violation, including a
review of the federal environnental protection agency gui dance nmanual ,
and whether there nust be an actual discharge and/or exceedance of
state water quality standards;
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(e) Cdarification as to the circunstances under which dairy
operations are responsible to control flood waters arising fromoutside
of the dairy operation to prevent mxing with dairy nutrients includi ng
flood waters that arise during major flood events;

(f) Aarification of the criteria applicable to dairy operations as
to what constitutes a potential to pollute under RCW 90. 48. 120;

(g) A review of materials provided by state agencies to dairy
farmers regarding dairy nutrient managenent inspections;

(h) Review changes in any standards utilized in the devel opnent and
approval of dairy nutrient managenent plans; and

(1) The adequacy of funding to inplenent the dairy nutrient
management program

(3) By Decenber 10, 1999, the task force shall

(a) Provide recommendations to the departnent of ecology, to the
conservation commssion, and to local conservation districts for
i nprovenents in the inplenentation of the dairy nutrient managenent
program and

(b) Provide recomrendations to the | egi slature on statutory changes
to clarify and i nprove the operation of various facets of the program

(4) The task force shall convene as soon as possible upon
appoi ntnent of its nmenbers. The task force shall elect a chair and
adopt rules for conducting the business of the task force. The house
of representatives office of program research and senate commttee
services shall provide staff support for the task force.

(5) This section expires Decenber 31, 1999.

~-- END ---
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