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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5813

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Committee on Health & Long-TermCare (originally sponsored by
Senat ors Thi baudeau, Deccio, Costa and W nsl ey)

Read first tinme 03/03/1999.

AN ACT Relating to health plan nedical director I|icensure and
accountability; adding a new section to chapter 48.43 RCW and addi ng
a new section to chapter 18.130 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 48.43 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Every health insurer shall designate a nedical director who is
licensed under chapter 18.57 or 18.71 RCW who shall be subject to
section 2 of this act.

(2) For purposes of this section "health insurer” means a carrier,
t he departnent of |abor and industries, the health care authority, the
medi cal assistance admnistration of the departnment of social and
health services, and any self-insured health plan subject to the
jurisdiction of Washi ngton state.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. A newsectionis added to chapter 18.130 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) For purposes of applying this chapter, any decision by a health
insurer to deny or limt paynment for services because the services are
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not nedically necessary shall be deened to be the decision of the
medi cal director designated in section 1 of this act.

(2) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this
section, unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(a) "Health insurer” has the sane neaning as provided in section 1
of this act.

(b) "Services" nmeans nedical care or itens froma person |icensed
under chapter 18.57, 18.57A, 18.71, or 18. 71A RCW or as defined in RCW
18. 79. 050.

(3) The nedical quality assurance comm ssion and the state board of
osteopathic nedicine and surgery nmay adopt rules to inplenent this
section.

~-- END ---
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