62 A W DN P

©O© 00 N O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

S-0835. 3

SENATE BI LL 5821

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Eide, Mdirton, Patterson, Swecker, MAuliffe and Fraser

Read first tine 02/10/1999. Referred to Committee on Environnenta
Quality & Water Resources.

AN ACT Relating to the licensing of persons who design on-site
wast ewater treatnment systens; adding a new section to chapter 70.118
RCW adding a new chapter to Title 18 RCW prescribing penalties; and
maki ng appropri ations.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. FINDI NGS--1NTENT--PURPCSE. (1) In order to
safeguard life, health, and property and to pronote the public welfare
the legislature finds that it is in the public interest to permt the
l[imted practice of engineering by qualified individuals who are not
regi stered as professional engineers under chapter 18.43 RCW

(2) The increased conplexity of on-site wastewater treatnent
systens, including changes in treatnment technology and the need to
protect ground water and watershed areas, nmkes it essential that
qual i fied professionals design such systens.

(3) Furthernore, the legislature finds that individuals, who have
been aut hori zed by | ocal health jurisdictions to performdesigns of on-
site wastewat er treatnment systens, have perforned these designs in the
past .
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(4) The legislature intends to establish a state-w de |icensing
programto create uniform application of design practices, standards
for designs, individual qualifications, and consistent enforcenent
efforts applicable to all persons who design on-site wastewater
treatnent systens, including persons licensed to practice as
pr of essi onal engi neers under chapter 18.43 RCW

(5 The legislature also intends to establish a certification
program applicable to all persons who inspect or approve on-site
wast ewat er treatnent systens on behalf of a local health jurisdiction.

(6) It is unlawful for any individual, to practice or offer to
practice the design of on-site wastewater treatnent systens unless
licensed in accordance with this chapter or |icensed as a professional
engi neer under chapter 18.43 RCW

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. DEFI NI TI1 ONS. The definitions in this
section apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly
requi res otherw se.

(1) "Advisory commttee" neans a group of individuals with broad
know edge and experience in the design, construction, and regul ati on of
on-site wastewater treatnent systens appoi nted under section 5 of this
act to offer recomendations to the board and the director on the
adm ni stration of the program established under this chapter.

(2) "Board" nmeans the board of registration for professional
engi neers and | and surveyors as defined in RCW 18. 43. 020.

(3) "Certificate of conpetency” neans a certificate that is issued
to enpl oyees of local health jurisdictions that shows the certificate
hol der has passed the |icensing exam nation provided for under this
chapter. This certificate is not a license or practice permt to
design on-site wastewater treatnent systens. The certificate of
conpetency shall remain valid provided the enployee remains enpl oyed
with a local health jurisdiction in a capacity of review ng,
i nspecting, or approving on-site wastewater treatnent systens. The
certificate of conpetency is renewable on an annual basis or as
otherwi se provided for in this chapter. The director shall determ ne
the applicable fee for certificate renewal s.

(4) "Designer, licensee, or permt holder" neans an individua
aut horized under the provisions of this chapter to perform design
services for on-site wastewater treatnent systens.
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(5 "Director” nmeans the director of the Wshington state
departnent of |icensing.

(6) "Engi neer" neans a professional engineer |icensed under chapter
18. 43 RCW

(7) "License" mnmeans a license to design on-site wastewater
treatment systens issued under this chapter

(8) "Local health jurisdictionor jurisdictional health departnent”
means an adm ni strative agency created under chapter 70.05, 70.08, or
70.46 RCW that admnisters the rules regarding on-site wastewater
treat ment systens.

(9) "On-site wastewater design" neans the devel opnent of plans,
details, specifications, instructions, or inspections by application of
specialized knowedge in analysis of soils, on-site wastewater
treatment systens, disposal nethods, and technologies to create an
integrated system of collection, transport, distribution, treatnent,
and di sposal of on-site wastewater.

(10) "On-site wastewater treatnent systeni neans an integrated
system of conponents whi ch convey, store, treat, or provide subsurface
soil treatnent and disposal of wastewater effluent on the property
where it originates or upon adjacent or other property. This al so
i ncludes piping, treatnent devices, other accessories, and soil
underlying the di sposal conponent of the initial and reserve areas for
on-site wastewater treatnent under three thousand five hundred gall ons
per day when not connected to a public sewer system

(11) "Practice of engineering" has the nmeaning provided in RCW
18. 43. 020(5) .

(12) "Practice permts" neans an authorization to practice granted
to i ndividual s who design on-site wastewater treatnent systens, and who
have been authorized to practice on or before July 1, 2000, by a | ocal
heal th jurisdiction. Practice permts may be renewed up to July 1,
2003, at which tinme practice permts cease to exist.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. UNPROFESSI ONAL  CONDUCT. The foll ow ng
conduct, acts, or conditions constitute unprofessional conduct for any
person issued a practice permt or license or any applicant for
licensure to performdesigns for on-site wastewater treatnent systens
under this chapter

(1) The commission of any act involving noral turpitude,
di shonesty, or corruption relating to the practice of on-site
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wastewater treatnent designs or inspections, whether the act
constitutes a crinme or not. |If the act constitutes a crinme, conviction
inacrimnal proceeding is not a condition precedent to disciplinary
action. Upon such a conviction, however, the judgnent and sentence is
concl usi ve evidence at the ensuing disciplinary hearing of the guilt of
the license holder or applicant of the crine described in the
i ndi ctment or information, and of the person’s violation of the statute
on which it is based. For the purposes of this section, "conviction"
includes all instances in which a plea of guilty or nolo contendere is
the basis for the conviction and in all proceedings in which the
sentence has been deferred or suspended,

(2) Msrepresentation or concealnent of a material fact in
obtaining a license or in reinstatenent thereof;

(3) Al advertising which is false, fraudulent, or m sl eading;

(4) I nconpetence, gross negligence, or mal practice whichresults in
injury to an individual or danage to property, or has an adverse i npact
on the environnent;

(5) As determ ned by the board, failure to provide to the board in
a tinely manner, any lawfully requested information or docunents
related to a pending application, license renewal application, or
adm ni strative proceedi ng;

(6) Failure to conply with an order issued or approved by the
boar d;

(7) Ading or abetting an unlicensed person to practice when a
license is required;

(8) Practice beyond the scope of practice as defined by |law or
rul e;

(9) Msrepresentation or fraud in any aspect of the conduct of the
busi ness or profession of designing on-site wastewater treatnment
syst ens;

(10) Failure to adequately supervise auxiliary staff to the extent
that the consunmer’s health or safety is at risk;

(11) Interference with an investigation or disciplinary proceedi ng
by wllful msrepresentation of facts before the board or its
aut hori zed representative, or by the use of threats or harassnent
agai nst any person who may serve as a witness in any adjudicative
proceedi ng before the board;

(12) Practice with a license issued under this chapter that is
expi red, suspended, or revoked,
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(13) Being intentionally untruthful or deceptive in any docunent,
report, statenent, testinony, or plan that pertains to the design or
construction of an on-site wastewater treatnent system

(14) Subm ssion of a design or as-built record to a |local health
jurisdiction, the departnent of health, or the departnent of ecol ogy
that is knowingly based upon false, incorrect, msleading, or
fabricated i nformati on; and

(15) Performng any act or failing to act, when such behavior is
considered contrary to the standard of practice for those individuals
authorized to practice under this chapter

NEW __ SECTI ON. Sec. 4. REVOCATI ONS- - FI NES- - REPRI MANDS- -
SUSPENSI ONS- - DENI ALS- - COMPLAI NTS. (1) In accordance withits authority
in chapter 18.43 RCW and as nmay be provided for in this chapter, the
board shall have the excl usive power to reprimand any applicant, permt

hol der, or |icensee, and suspend, revoke, refuse to renew a permt or
license, or deny to issue a license or permt to an applicant who is
found guilty of violations of this chapter. The board shall al so have
the power to inpose a nonetary penalty against any applicant, permt
hol der, or licensee up to one thousand dollars per violation.

(2) Any person may prefer a conplaint alleging violations of this
chapter. Al complaints nmust be filed with the board in a manner
specified by the board. All conplaints nust be inwiting and sworn to
by the person making the all egations.

(3) All procedures related to hearings on such charges shall be in
accordance with provisions relating to adjudicative proceedings in
chapter 34.05 RCW the adm nistrative procedure act.

NEW  SECTI ON. Sec. 5. ADVI SORY COW TTEE  CREATI ON- -
QUALI FI CATI ONS- - APPO NTMENTS- - TERMS- - QUORUM (1) There is created an
advi sory commttee, which shall provide recommendations to the board
and the director concerning the inplenentation of this chapter.

(2) The advisory commttee shall consist of five nenbers who are
know edgeabl e about, and have experience with the designs, inspection,
construction, or maintenance of on-site wastewater treatnent systens,
and are otherwise eligible for licensure under this chapter. Each
menber of the commttee shall be a resident of the state and shall have
a mnimm of seven years of continuous experience with on-site
wast ewat er treatnent systens immediately prior to appointnent.
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(3) The director shall appoint nenbers to the commttee conprised
of individuals from across the state, utilizing geographic and
experience diversity as much as possible. The terns of the nenbers of
t he advi sory commttee shall be a maxi numof three years. However, the
initial appointees to the commttee shall serve the follow ng terns:
(a) Two nenbers will serve for two years, and (b) three nenbers wll
serve for three years. No nenber of the advisory conmttee is eligible
for reappointnent to a third consecutive term but any nenber is
eligible for reappointnent after an absence of at |east one year from
the commttee. Wenever a nenber is reappointed follow ng an absence
of at |east one year from the commttee, he or she is eligible for
reappointnment to a second consecutive term and is eligible for
reappoi ntnent after an absence of at | east one year fromthe commttee.

(4) Menmbers of the advisory commttee may not be conpensated, but
shall be reinbursed for expenses incurred in accordance with RCW
43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(5) A quorum of the advisory conmttee is three nenbers.

(6) Each nenber shall serve until they have been replaced by a
subsequent appointnent, resign their position, or have been renoved
from service by the director for just cause. The director shall
appoi nt a new nenber to fill any vacancy on the advisory commttee for
the remai nder of the unexpired term

(7) At the request of the conmttee, the director nmay appoint
tenporary additional nmenbers to the advisory comrmittee for the purpose
of aiding in rule devel opnent, exam nation devel opnent, and techni cal
advi ce on conplaints. Individuals appointed as tenporary nenbers nust
nmeet the sanme m ninumqualifications as regul ar menbers of the advisory
commttee. Wiile serving as tenporary nenbers, these individuals shal
have all the powers, duties, and i munities of a regular nenber of the
advisory commttee and shall be reinbursed for expenses incurred in
accordance with RCW 43.03. 050 and 43. 03.060. Maxi mum appoi nt ment of
tenporary nenbers is one year. The director may extend the original
appoi ntnent up to only one additional year or |ess as needed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. DIRECTOR AUTHORITY. The director has the
authority to:

(1) Appoint and reappoint nenbers to the advisory commttee,
including tenporary additional nenbers, and renove conmttee nenbers
for just cause;
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(2) Enploy such admnistrative, clerical, and investigative staff
as necessary to admnister and enforce the requirenents of this
chapter;

(3) Establish fees for applications, exam nations, and renewals in
accordance wth chapter 43.24 RCW

(4) Issue licenses to those applicants who neet the licensing
requirenents set forth in this chapter;

(5) Issue rules as necessary to inplenent this section.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 7. BOARD AUTHORI TY--DUTIES. (1) The board has
the authority to:

(a) Adopt rules to inplenment this chapter, including but not
limted to, evaluation of experience, exam nations, scope of practice,
and standards of practice;

(b) Adm nister licensing exam nations;

(c) Review and approve or deny initial and renewal |icense
appl i cations;

(d) Conduct investigations of conplaints alleging violations of
this chapter

(e) Conduct adjudicative proceedings in accordance wth the
adm ni strative procedure act, chapter 34.05 RCW

(f) Issue investigative subpoenas to conpel the production of
records, maps, and other docunents as my be related to the
i nvestigation of violations of this chapter;

(g) Take disciplinary action as provided for in RCW18.43. 110 and
18. 43. 120.

(2) The board shall consider the recomendati ons of the advisory
commttee made in accordance with subsection (1) of this section

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 8. ADVI SORY COW TTEE AUTHORI TY. The advi sory
coommittee shall nake recomendations to the board regarding the
fol | ow ng:

(1) Devel opnent and adoption of rules to inplement this chapter,
including but not limted to: Evaluation of experience, exam nations,
scope of practice, and standards of practice;

(2) Assist in the developnent of the material content of
exam nations needed to qualify for licensure or a certificate of
conpet ency under this chapter
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(3) Review of conplaints and investigations pertaining to the
practice of the design of on-site wastewater treatnent systens; and

(4) Any other duties as deened necessary by the director or the
boar d.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 9. | MMUNI TY. The director, nenbers of the
board, or individuals acting on behalf of the director are i mmune from
suit in any action, civil or crimnal, based on any acts perforned in
the course of their duties under this chapter. However, the m sconduct
may not be intentional or willful.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 10. PRACTI CE PERM TS- - LI CENSE- - PRACTI TI ONERS
UNDER LOCAL AUTHORI TY. (1) On July 1, 2000, all persons who are
aut hori zed by a local health jurisdiction to prepare on-site wastewater
treatment system designs in the state of Washington shall be deened
eligible for a practice permt under this chapter.

(2) On or after July 1, 2000, all individuals w shing to obtain the
practice permt shall nake application to the board and pay the
prescribed fee established by the director. The practice permt
enables the permt holder to practice on-site design services only
within those jurisdictions that the permt holder had l|ocal health
jurisdiction authorization as of July 1, 2000.

(3) The practice permt is renewable annually after paynment of the
fee established by the director. However, all practice permts issued
under this chapter will expire on June 30, 2003, and are considered
invalid for any tine period after that date.

(4) Al persons who practice or offer to practice the design of on-
site wastewater treatnent systens shall obtain a license under this
chapter by July 1, 2003. Al persons wishing to obtain a license to
practice on-site wastewater treatnent systens may obtain the |icense by
one of the nmethods described in this chapter. The board, starting on
July 1, 2001, will accept applications for the license.

(5 On July 1, 2000, all prograns adm nistered by local health
jurisdictions that |icense or otherw se authorize the practice of on-
site wastewater treatment systens designs wll discontinue. On or
after that date all persons practicing on-site design services in the
state of Wshington nust hold a practice permt or a l|icense as
described in this chapter

SB 5821 p. 8
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(6) The local health jurisdictions, the departnent of health, and
the departnent of ecology shall retain authority to adm nister |oca
regul ati ons and codes for approval or disapproval of designs for on-
site wastewater treatnent systenms, to issue permts for construction
evaluate soils and site <conditions for conpliance wth code
requi renents, and performon-site wastewater treatnent design work as
aut hori zed under state and | ocal board of health rules.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 11. APPLICANTS VIA WRI TTEN EXAM NATI ON- -
EXPERI ENCE REQUI REMENTS. Al applicants for licensure, via witten
exam nation under this chapter, shall neet the followng mninmm
requirenents:

(1) Have a high school diploma or equival ent degree;

(2) Be able to denonstrate a m ninmum of four years of experience,
as approved by the board, showing increased responsibility for the
design of on-site wastewater treatnent systens. The experience shal
include, but not be limted to: Site soil assessnent, hydraulics,
t opographi ¢ delineations, use of specialized treatnent processes and
devi ces, construction practices, or mcrobiology.

(3) Completion of two years of college level course work in
subjects dealing with, but not limted to: Soils, hydraulics,
t opogr aphi ¢ delineations, construction practices, or mcrobiology, or

conpletion of a two-year curriculum in on-site treatnent systens,
technol ogy, and applications, as approved by the board, my be
substituted for up to two years of the experience requirenent.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 12. APPLI CANTS VI A EXAM NATI ON WAl VER- -
EXPERI ENCE REQUI REMENTS. (1) Applicants for licensure under this
chapter may apply for an exam nation waiver. An applicant for

licensure by exam nation waiver is required to submt an application
and fee, as prescribed by the board, that includes docunentation that
at the time of application, the applicant:

(a) Has a high school diploma or equival ent degree; and

(b) I's able to denonstrate a m ni mumof eight years of experience,
as approved by the board, showing increased responsibility for the
design of on-site wastewater treatnent systens within the ten years
i mredi ately prior to application. The experience may include, but not
be limted to: Site soil assessnents or evaluations, hydraulics,
t opographi ¢ delineations, use of specialized treatnment processes and
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devi ces, mcrobiology, regulatory reviews of on-site designs, and
construction inspections of on-site installations.

(2) Applicants for licensure by exam nation waiver should be able
to denonstrate that their experience areas were applicable to work
performed on at |least ten separate sites or designs for each of the
five years i medi ately preceding the date of application. Experience
for waiver nust include a varied conplexity of designs, as approved by
t he board.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 13. EXPERI ENCE FROM QUTSI DE WASHI NGTON STATE.

Experience gained in on-site design, inspection, or construction
activities that is acquired in areas outside the state of Washi ngton
may satisfy the experience requirenents under this chapter. The

experience wi Il be consi dered based upon the | evel of conplexity of the
design work, and evidence that the experience shows increased
responsi bility over designs. Such experience will only be considered
to the extent the experience can be independently verified by the
board. Credit given for experience gai ned outside of Washi ngton state
can only be applied toward eligibility for |icensure by exam nation.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 14. APPLI CATI ON- - REFERENCES- - FEES. (1) An
application for licensure shall be made on forns prescribed by the
board and furnished by the director. The application shall contain
stat enent s made under oath, denonstrating the applicant’s educati on and
wor k experi ence.

(2) Applicants shall provide not less than two verifications of
experience from licensed professional engineers, on-site wastewater
treatnent system designers |icensed under this chapter, or state or
| ocal regulatory officials in the on-site wastewater treatnment field
who have direct know edge of the applicant’s qualifications to practice
in accordance with this chapter and can verify the applicant’s work
experi ence.

(3) The director, as provided in RCW43. 24. 086, shall determ ne an
application fee for licensure as an on-site wastewater treatnent system
desi gner. A nonrefundable application fee shall acconpany the
application and will include the cost of the exam nation and the
i ssuance of a license and wall certificate. A candidate failing an
exam nation may apply for reexam nation. Subsequent exam nations wl |l
be adm ni st ered upon paynent of a fee to be determ ned by the director.
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NEW_SECTI ON. Sec. 15. | SSUANCE OF LI CENSE- - SEAL. (1) The
director shall issue a license to any applicant who has satisfactorily
met the requirenents of this chapter. The issuance of a license by the
director shall be evidence that the person naned is entitled to the
rights and privileges of alicensed on-site wastewater treatnent system
designer, while the license remains vali d.

(2) Each person |icensed under this chapter shall obtain an inking
stanp, of a design authorized by the board, that contains the
licensee’ s nane and | i cense nunber. Plans, specifications, and reports
prepared by the registrant shall be signed, dated, and stanped. Such
signature and stanpi ng constitutes a certification by the |licensee that
the plans, specifications, and reports were prepared by or under the
di rect supervision of the licensee.

(3) Those persons who obtain a certificate of conpetency issued
under chapter 70.118 RCW do not have the privileges granted to a
I icense holder under this chapter and do not have authority to obtain
and use a stanp as described in subsection (2) of this section.

NEW SECTI ON.. Sec. 16. PRACTI CE PERM T RENEWAL- - LI CENSE RENEWAL- -
PENALTY FEE. (1) Practice permts and licenses issued under this
chapter are valid for a period of one year and may be renewed under the
conditions described in this chapter. An expired practice permt or
expired license is invalid and nust be renewed before | awful practice
can resunme. Any permt holder or |licensee who fails to pay the renewal
fee wthin ninety days followng the date of expiration, shall be
assessed a penalty fee as determ ned by the director. The penalty fee
and the base renewal fee nmust be paid by the permt holder or |icensee
before the license is returned to a valid status.

(2) Any license issued under this chapter, that is not renewed
within two years of its date of expiration, shall be canceled. Once
canceled, the affected licensee is required to reapply, as a new
applicant, under this chapter. The director in conformance wth RCW
43.24.140 may nodify the duration of the license. The director, as
provi ded i n RCW43. 24. 086, shall determ ne the fee for applications and
renewal s of practice permts and |icenses issued under this chapter.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 17. PERSONS EXEMPT FROM LI CENSURE. Per sons
engaged in the followng activities are not required to be |icensed
under this chapter

p. 11 SB 5821
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(1) A resident owner, who has prepared a design of on-site
wast ewat er treatnent systens for his or her single-famly residence, if
such design is authorized by the local health jurisdiction;

(2) A licensed professional engineer as provided for in chapter
18.43 RCW if the professional engineer can performthe design work in
accordance wth this chapter; and

(3) An enpl oyee or a subordi nate of a person |icensed under chapter
18.43 RCW as a professional engineer or a person |licensed under this
chapter. However, the work nust be under the direct supervision of the
engi neer or |icensee and cannot include final design decisions.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 18. UNLI CENSED PRACTI CE- - PENALTY. After June
30, 2003, it is a gross m sdeneanor, puni shabl e under RCW9. 92. 020, for
any person to:

(1) Performon-site wastewater treatnent systens design services,
or hold hinmself or herself out to be qualified to perform such
services, wthout having been issued a standard |icense under this
chapter. However, this does not apply to a person who is exenpt from
i censure under section 17 of this act; or

(2) Attenpt to use as his or her own, the license or seal of
another, attenpt to use a revoked or suspended license, or attenpt to
use fal se or fraudul ent credentials.

NEW_SECTI ON. Sec. 19. CONTI NUI NG COVPETENCY. The board nmay
require licensees and certificate of conpetency holders under this
chapter to denonstrate maintenance of know edge and skills as a
condition of license or certificate renewal. These requirenments my
i nclude but are not limted to:

(1) Continued professional devel opnent or continued educati on;

(2) Peer review of work products; and

(3) Periodic reexam nation.

NEW SECTI ON\. Sec. 20. COM TY. Any person holding a license
issued by a jurisdiction outside the state of Washington that
aut hori zes that person to performdesign services for the construction

of an on-site wastewater treatnent system may be granted a |icense
W t hout exam nation under this chapter, if:

SB 5821 p. 12
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(1) The education, experience, or exam nation form ng the basis of
the license is equal to or greater than the conditions for the i ssuance
of a license under this chapter; and

(2) The individual has paid the applicable fee and submtted the
necessary application form

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 21. LOCAL HEALTH JURI SDI CTI ONS- - CERTI FI CATE OF
COMPETENCY. (1) Enpl oyees of local health jurisdictions who work in a
capacity of reviewng, inspecting, or approving the design and
construction of on-site wastewater treatnent systens are required to
obtain a certificate of conpetency by obtaining a passing score on the
written exam nation adm ni stered for |licensure under this chapter. The
certificate of conpetency is established to allow local health
jurisdictions to evaluate the conpetency |evel of their enployees.
Eligibility to apply for the certificate of conpetency is based upon a
written request fromthe | ocal health director or desi gnee, and paynent
of the necessary fee. Applications for a certificate of conpetency
will not be accepted until after June 30, 2000. The certificate of
conpetency is renewable upon paynent of the fee established by the
di rector.

(2) Issuance of the certificate of conpetency does not authorize
the certificate holder to offer or provide on-site wastewater treatnent
system desi gn servi ces. However, nothing in this chapter shall be
construed to limt or affect the ability of the local health
jurisdictions to performon-site design services under their authority
in chapter 70.05 RCW

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 22. OPERATI NG ACCOUNT ESTABLI SHED. (L A
fees and fines collected under this chapter shall be paid into the
prof essional engineers’ account established under RCW 18.43.150.
Moneys in the account may be spent only after appropriation and shal
be used to carry out all the purposes of this chapter and chapter 18.43
RCW It is intended that the cost of admnistering this chapter be
recovered through fees collected fromlicensees and applicants under
this chapter.

(2) The director shall biennially prepare a budget request based on
t he antici pated cost of adm ni stering these |licensing activities, which
shal |l include the estimated i nconme fromfees contained in this chapter.
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NEW SECTION.  Sec. 23. I N TIAL APPROPRI ATI ON FOR | MPLEMENTATI ON
(1) The sumof two hundred thousand dollars, or as nuch thereof as may
be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year endi ng June 30, 2000,
fromthe general fund to the board of registration for professiona
engi neers and | and surveyors for the purposes of this act.

(2) The sum of one hundred thousand dollars, or as nmuch thereof as
may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30,
2001, from the general fund to the board of registration for
pr of essi onal engi neers and | and surveyors for the purposes of this act.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 24. PROGRAM EVALUATION. (1) By July 1, 2005,
t he departnent of licensing and the departnment of health shall convene
a review conmttee to evaluate the designer |icensing and inspector
certification prograns established under this chapter.

(2) Wth inplenentation of this chapter, a work group shall be
convened by the director to continue the eval uation on the need for and
i npl emrentati on of subsequent licensing or certification prograns for
other on-site wastewater related activities, including operations and
mai nt enance, installation and punpi ng/ hauling. Additionally, the work
group shall study the devel opnent and i npl enentati on of an amendnent to
this chapter dealing with financial assurance of practitioners through
bondi ng, insurance, risk pools, or other nmethods. Recommendations of
the work group shall be provided to the director and forwarded to the
| egi slature by January 1, 2002.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 25. A new section is added to chapter 70.118
RCWto read as foll ows:

The | ocal board of health shall ensure that individuals who conduct
i nspections of on-site wastewater treatnent systens or who otherw se
conduct reviews of such systens are qualified in the technol ogy and
application of on-site sewage treatnment principals. A certificate of
conpetency issued by the departnent of licensing, as authorized in
chapter 18.-- RCW (sections 1 through 22, 24, and 26 of this act),
shall be deenmed as adequate denonstration that an individual is
conpetent in the engineering aspects of on-site sewage system
t echnol ogy.

For purposes of determ ning conpetency of |ocal health personnel
regarding a certificate of conpetency, the departnment of |icensing may
wai ve m ni mum experience requirenents and the exam requirenents of
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chapter 18.-- RCW (sections 1 through 22, 24, and 26 of this act),
based on the indi vidual s rel ated work experi ence, education, training,
and appropriate state or national professional accreditation.

A local health board may all ow noncertified individuals to review
desi gns and conduct inspections of on-site wastewater treatnent systens
for a maximum of two years after their date of hire, if a certified
i ndi vi dual reviews or supervises their work during that tine.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 26. CAPTIONS NOT LAW Captions used in this
chapter are not any part of the | aw

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 27. Sections 1 through 22, 24, and 26 of this
act constitute a new chapter in Title 18 RCW

--- END ---
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