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S-1373.1

SENATE BI LL 5853

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Kohl-Wlles, Long, Hargrove, Brown, Thi baudeau, Prentice,
W nsl ey and Cost a

Read first time 02/12/1999. Referred to Commttee on Human Servi ces &
Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to child care for children in honeless famlies;
addi ng a new section to chapter 74.13 RCW and creating a new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that: (1) Honel ess
famlies wth young children are at significant risk of being unable to
develop long-term econom c independence; (2) <children in such
situations are likely to experience immediate and future adverse
consequences due to potential instability in their living arrangenents
and | ack of access to services; and (3) honeless famlies with young
children are inadequately served in terns of access to child care and
t hat such i nadequacy acts to inpair the abilities of these famlies to
| ocate housing, enploynent, and other basic famly needs. The
|l egislature intends to require the departnment of social and health
services to dedicate an effort to the devel opnent of a conprehensive,
research-based, integrated plan to expand the availability and delivery
of child care services to honeless famlies with children. The goals
of the plan shall be to increase the stability in the lives of
famlies, offer safe and nurturing places for children, and provide
expanded opportunities for econom c i ndependence.
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NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) For purposes of this section:

(a) "Honeless fam ly" neans a famly with children when the fam|ly:
(i) On a regular basis, lacks an ongoing and identifiable place of
occupancy i ntended for humans for nore than seven consecutive days; and
(1i) lacks the resources to obtain and remain in such a place of
occupancy; and

(b) "Child" or "children" nmeans a child or children under the age
of ten years.

(2) Not later than June 1, 2000, the secretary shall devel op, and
present to the legislature and governor, a plan for determning the
need for child care services for children in honeless famlies and a
met hod for providing the child care services.

(3) The plan shall include the follow ng, at a m ni nrum

(a) A determ nation, by age, of the nunber of children who are in
homel ess fam i es;

(b) A determnation of the nunber of child care slots which are
dedicated to the children identified in this subsection;

(c) A determnation of how many child care slots in addition to
those identified in (b) of this subsection are necessary to be
dedicated to children in honeless famlies to reasonably assure that
any honeless famly which seeks child care slots and |acks the
resources to obtain the slots can obtain state-supported child care
whi |l e they are honel ess. The dedication of such slots shall not result
in the loss of any child care slots for which state support is
avai |l abl e;

(d) A cost estimate for providing the slots identified in (c) of
this subsection

(4) The plan shall assunme that children in honeless famlies are
not eligible to continue in child care slots dedicated for children in
honmel ess famlies longer than thirty cal endar days follow ng the date
the famly is no | onger honel ess.

(5) The plan shall assume that children in honeless famlies are
not eligible to continue in child care slots dedicated for children in
honmel ess fam lies | onger than twelve consecutive nonths.
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1 (6) The secretary shall begin inplenentation of the plan not |ater
2 than July 1, 2001. Full inplenmentation of the plan shall take place
3 not later than June 30, 2002.

~-- END ---
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