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S-1200. 4

SENATE BI LL 5861

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Swecker

Read first tine 02/12/1999. Referred to Commttee on Environnenta
Quality & Water Resources.

AN ACT Relating to alternative on-site septic systens; anmendi ng RCW
70.118. 010, 70.118.020, and 70.118.050; and adding a new section to
chapter 70.118 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW70.118.010 and 1977 ex.s. ¢ 133 s 1 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

The |l egislature finds that over one mllion, two hundred thousand
persons in the state are not served by sanitary sewers and that they
must rely on septic tank systens. The failure of |arge nunbers of such
systens has resulted in significant health hazards, |oss of property
val ues, and water quality degradation. The legislature further finds
that failure of such systens could be reduced by utilization of
nonwat er-carri ed sewage di sposal systens, or other alternative nethods
of treatnent and effluent disposal, as a correctional neasure. Waste
water volume dimnution and disposal of nost of the high bacterial
wast e t hrough conposting or other alternative nethods of treatnent and
ef fl uent disposal would result inrestorative i nprovenent or correction
of existing substandard systens.
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Sec. 2. RCW70.118.020 and 1994 c 281 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

As used in this chapter, the terns defined in this section shal
have the neanings indicated unless the context clearly indicates
ot herw se.

(1) "Nonwater-carried sewage disposal devices" neans any device
that stores and treats nonwater-carried human urine and feces.

(2) "Alternative nethods of effluent treatnent and di sposal"” neans
systens either certified as neeting national sanitation foundation

standard 40, or approved by the departnent of health, or both

including at | east, nmound systens, alternating drain fields, anaerobic
filters, subsurface irrigation, evapotranspiration systens, ((and))
aerobic systens, and proprietary devices.

(3) "Failure" neans: (a) Effluent has been discharged on the
surface of the ground prior to approved treatnent; or (b) effluent has
percolated to the surface of the ground; or (c) effluent has
contam nated or threatens to contam nate a ground water supply.

(4) "Additive" neans any commercial product intended to affect the
performance or aesthetics of an on-site sewage di sposal system

(5) "Departnent" neans the departnent of health.

(6) "On-site sewage disposal systent neans any system of piping,
treatnent devices, or other facilities that convey, store, treat, or
di spose of sewage on the property where it originates or on nearby
property wunder the control of the user where the system is not
connected to a public sewer system For purposes of this chapter, an
on-site sewage disposal system does not include indoor plunbing and
associ ated fi xtures.

(7) "Proprietary device" neans an on-site septic systemin which

the treatment or di sposal process is owned by a person or conpany and

has a registered trademark or patent, or utilizes a trademark as

certified by the national sanitation foundation or other approved

testing |l aboratories testing to nati onal sanitation foundation standard

40 for class | systens.

(8) "Chemcal additive" neans those additives containing acids,
bases, or other chem cal s deened unsafe by the departnent for use in an
on-site sewage di sposal system

((8))) (9) "Additive mnufacturer” nmeans any person who
manuf actures, formul ates, bl ends, packages, or repackages an additive
product for sale, use, or distribution within the state.
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(10) "Treatnent standard 1" neans ten or less parts per nmllion
bi ochem cal oxygen demand, ten or |less parts per nllion total
suspended solids, and a fecal count of not nbre than two hundred.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. A newsection is added to chapter 70.118 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Counti es nust approve a proprietary device or an alternative net hod
of treatnent and effluent disposal for use within the county if the
method is certified by the national sanitation foundation under
standard 40 for class | systens or other certifying agency using the
sane protocol. The alternative nethod of treatnment and effluent
di sposal nust be installed in accordance with national sanitation
foundation standard 40 certification, suggested manufacturer’s
recomendations, and by a factory certified installer.

Sec. 4. RCW70.118.050 and 1989 c 349 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

If the legislative authority of a county or city finds that nore
restrictive standards than those ((eentarned+n——seetion2of—this—act
er—thoese)) adopted by the state board of health ((fer—systens—allowed
vrder—seet+on—2—of—this—aet)) or limtations on expansion of a
resi dence are necessary to ensure protection of the public health
attainment of state water quality standards, and the protection of
shel I fish and other public resources, the legislative authority my
adopt ordinances or resolutions setting standards as they may find
necessary for inplenenting their findings and nmay preclude the use of
any alternative nethod of treatnent or effluent disposal not neeting

treatment standard 1. The legislative authority may identify the
geographic areas where it is necessary to inplenment the nore
restrictive standards. In addition, the legislative authority may

adopt standards for the design, <construction, naintenance, and
monitoring of sewage disposal systenms in_accordance wth the
manuf acturer’s recomendati ons and the national sanitation foundation
certification or certification by another certifying agency using
national sanitation foundation standard 40 protocol for class |

syst ens.
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