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SENATE BI LL 5864

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Fairley, Thi baudeau and Kohl -\Wel | es

Read first tine 02/12/1999. Referred to Conmmittee on Health &
Long- Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to allow ng residents of long-termcare facilities
toreturnto their hone; adding a new section to chapter 48.46 RCW and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that a | ong-termcare
facility is honme for the individual residing therein, and the
i ndi vi dual has the right to receive services in his or her own hone and
to be cared for by the organization with which he or she has a
contractual agreenment to provide housing and related services. The
| egislature further finds that health nmai nt enance organi zati ons, or any

other simlar health plan, that restricts individuals fromreturning to
the long-term care facility in which they were residing prior to
hospitalization may be inpacting the health and well-being of frai
individuals and their famlies.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 48.46 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Upon the request of the patient, or his or her lega
representative, a health maintenance organi zation |icensed under this
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chapter shall discharge individuals froma hospital stay, back to the
nursing facility licensed under chapter 18.51 RCW continuing care
retirement community defined under RCW 70.38.025, boarding hone
i censed under chapter 18.20 RCW or assisted living facility in which
they resided prior to the hospital stay, provided that the foll ow ng
conditions are net:

(1) The primary care physician determ nes that the individual needs
a specific level of care and refers the enrollee to that nursing hone
facility, continuing care retirenment community, boarding hone, or
assisted living facility's appropriate care setting. |If the attending
physician is unable to provide care for the patient at that nursing
home facility, continuing care retirenent conmunity, boarding hone, or
assisted living facility, the attending physician shall transfer the
care to another physician who is willing and able to follow the
patient’s care at that facility;

(2) The nursing facility, continuing care retirenment comunity,
boardi ng home, or assisted living facility agrees to be rei nbursed at
the rate that the health maintenance organization plan conpany’s
contract rate negotiated with simlar providers for the sane services
and supplies; and

(3) The nursing facility, continuing care retirenment comunity,
boarding home, or assisted living facility nmeets all guidelines
est abl i shed by t he heal t h mai nt enance organi zati on pl an conpany rel at ed
to health, safety, and quality of care standards, and ot her appropriate
criteria applicable to providers under contract for the sane services
and suppli es.

~-- END ---
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