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S-1482. 1

SENATE BI LL 5885

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Fraser

Read first tinme 02/15/1999. Referred to Committee on Environnental
Quality & Water Resources.

AN ACT Relating to donestic waste treatnent plants and plant
operators; and anending RCW 70.95B.080, 70.95B.090, 70.95B. 095,
70. 95B. 100, 70.95B.130, and 70.95B. 150.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW70.95B.080 and 1987 ¢ 357 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

Certificates shall be issued wthout exam nation under the
foll ow ng conditions:
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3))) A nonrenewable certificate, tenporary in nature, may be
issued for a period not to exceed twelve nonths, to an operator who
fills a vacated positionrequired to be filled by a certified operator.
Only one such certificate may be i ssued subsequent to each instance of
vacation of any such position. An_operator issued a tenporary
certificate nust neet the conditions as established by rule.

Sec. 2. RCW70.95B.090 and 1987 ¢ 357 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

The issuance and renewal of a certificate shall be subject to the
foll ow ng conditions:

(1) A certificate shall be issued if the operator has
satisfactorily passed a witten examnation, or has net the
requi renents of RCW ((7#0-95B080)) 70.95B.130, and has net the
requi renents specified in the rules and regul ations as authorized by

this chapter, and has paid the departnent ((an—apptHecation+fee—Suech
appteation—Ftee—shal—not—execeed—FHHty—doelHtars)) the appropriate

certification fees.

(2) The term for all certificates shall be from the first of
January of the year of issuance until the thirty-first of Decenber of
the renewal year. The renewal period, not to exceed three years, shal
be set by agency rule. Every certificate shall be renewed upon the
paynment of a renewal fee and satisfactory evidence presented to the
director that the operator denonstrates continued professional growh
inthe field. ((Sueh—+renewal+eeshall—not—exceedthirtydoHars—

3 i vidual I il hei e bef

(3) The director shall notify individuals who fail to renew their
certificates by Decenber 31st that their certificates are tenporarily
valid for two nonths. Certificates not renewed during the two-nonth
period, which ends the last day of February, are invalid, and the
director shall notify the holder of those certificates and the owners
of the wastewater treatnent plants last known to enploy those
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i ndividuals. An operator whose certificate is invalid and who w shes
to becone certified nust reapply for certification and nust neet the
requirenents of a new applicant.

Sec. 3. RCW70.95B. 095 and 1987 ¢ 357 s 9 are each amended to read
as foll ows:

(( BEHeetiveJanuvary—1—1988)) To support the wastewater operator

certification program the departnment shall establish rules for the
collection of fees ((fer—the+ssuance—and+renewal—oef—certifiecates—as

program-)) through a schedule of fees for wastewater treatnent plant
operators and a separate schedule of certification program fees for
wast ewater treatnent plants. Fees shall be established in ambunts to
recover expenses incurred by the departnent in admnistering the
wast ewat er operator certification program The annual certification
fee paid by a wastewater treatnment plant shall be determ ned by the
nunber of residences or residential equivalents contributing to the
wastewater treatnent system For the purposes of this section,
"residential equivalent" neans a single-famly residence or a unit of
sewer service that yields an anmount of gross revenue equal to the
average annual user charge for a single-famly residence. If the
treat nent plant owner agency does not maintain data on any conbination
of gross revenue, wuser charges, or the nunber of single-famly
residences being served, "residential equivalent" neans an average
influent flowrate of two hundred fifty gallons per day. If residences
or residential equivalents cannot be determned or reasonably
estimated, fees shall be based upon other appropriate criteria. The
wastewater treatnent plant certification fee shall be calcul ated as six
and sixty-five one-thousandths of a cent per year per residential
equi valent, except that no wastewater treatnent plant annua
certification programfee shall be |l ess than the annual renewal fee for
certified operators. Before the adoption of rules under chapter

Laws of 1999 (this act), the departnent shall continue to collect fees
for the issuance and renewal of certificates under the fee schedule
existing at the tinme of enactnment of chapter . . ., Laws of 1999 (this
act
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Sec. 4. RCW70.95B. 100 and 1995 c¢ 269 s 2903 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The director nmay, after conducting a hearing, revoke a certificate
found to have been obtained by fraud or deceit, or for gross negligence
in the operation of a waste treatnent plant, or for violating the
requi renents of this chapter or any | awful rule, order or regul ation of
the departnent. No person whose certificate is revoked under
provisions of this section shall be eligible to apply for a certificate
for a mnimum of one year fromthe effective date of this final order
or revocation.

Sec. 5. RCW 70. 95B. 130 and 1973 ¢ 139 s 13 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

((or—or—after—Jduly—31—21973-)) Current and valid certification of
wast ewater treatnent plant operators by any state which, as determ ned
by the director, accepts certifications nmade or certification
requi renents deened satisfied pursuant to the provisions of this
chapter, shall be accorded reci procal treatnent and shall be recogni zed
as valid and sufficient evidence of wastewater treatnent plant
operating conpetence within the purview of this chapter, if in the
judgnent of the director the certification requirenents of such state
are substantially equivalent to the requirenents of this chapter or any
rules or regulations pronul gated hereunder. Such operators may be
granted wastewater treatnent plant operator certificates in an
appropriate grade upon receipt of a conpleted application acconpani ed
by paynent of appropriate fees.

In making determ nations pursuant to this section, the director
((shalH——consulHt—with—the—board—and)) may consider any generally
applicable criteria and guidelines developed by the nationally
recogni zed associ ation of certification authorities.

Sec. 6. RCW 70. 95B. 150 and 1973 ¢ 139 s 15 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
The wastewater operator certification account is created in the

general fund of the state treasury. Al ((reeeipts—+ealzed—+n—the

admntstratton—of—this—chapter)) fees paid in accordance with this
chapter, and any other receipts, shall be ((patd)) deposited into the

((general—fund)) account. Moneys in the account may be spent only
after appropriation. The departnent shall use nmoneys fromthe account
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1 to carry out the purposes of the wastewater operator certification

2 program
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