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SENATE BI LL 5888

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Fraser and Wnsl ey; by request of Departnent of Community,
Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent

Read first time 02/15/1999. Referred to Conmmittee on State & Loca
Gover nnent .

AN ACT Rel ating to historic ceneteries; and anendi ng RCW68. 60. 050.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW®68.60.050 and 1989 ¢ 44 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Any person who knowi ngly renoves, nutil ates, defaces, injures,
or destroys any historic grave shall be guilty of a class C felony
puni shabl e under chapter 9A 20 RCW Persons di sturbing historic graves
t hrough i nadvertence, includi ng di sturbance through construction, shal
reinter the human remains under the supervision of the ((eeretery
board)) office of archaeology and historic preservation. Expenses to
reinter such human renmains are to be provided by the office of
ar chaeol ogy and historic preservation to the extent that funds for this
pur pose are appropriated by the |egislature.

(2) This section does not apply to actions taken in the perfornmance
of official |aw enforcenent duties.

(3) It shall be a conplete defense in a prosecution under
subsection (1) of this section if the defendant can prove by a
preponderance of evidence that the alleged acts were accidental or
i nadvertent and that reasonable efforts were nade to preserve the
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1 remains accidentally disturbed or discovered, and that the acci dental
2 discovery or disturbance was properly reported.

~-- END ---
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