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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5903

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators
Prentice, Rasmussen and B. Shel don)

Read first tinme 03/03/1999.

AN ACT Rel ating to authorizing tax, |evy, and execution exenptions
for properties of Indian housing authorities designated for | owincone
housi ng program uses; adding a new section to chapter 84.36 RCW and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds there is insufficient
af fordabl e housing for |owincone persons residing in the state of
Washi ngton and that the need for affordable housing is acute in Indian
communities within the state. It is the intent of the legislature to
encourage and pronote tribal governnent efforts to devel op affordable
housi ng prograns for its tribal nenbers of |ow incone and for other
persons of lowincome within their service areas. This act is intended
to provide tax exenpt status to properties owned by tribal housing
authorities and intertribal housing authorities so as to enable such
authorities to use funds provided by the federal government under the
Native Anmerican housing assistance and self determnation act in
conpliance with that act.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 84.36 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The real property owned by a tribal governnent, tribal housing
authority, or intertribal housing authority which has been expressly
designated for and used in tribal |owinconme housing, including real
property held in fee title |ocated on trust land or within an Indian
reservation or Indian housi ng service area, and personal property used
by a tribal government, tribal housing authority, or intertribal
housi ng authority in the operation and adm ni stration of tribal housing
prograns shall be exenpt fromtaxation. Were inprovenents, services,
or facilities are furnished to the property by a city, county, state,
or political subdivision for the benefit of a tribal housing project,
the tribal governnment, tribal housing authority, or intertribal housing
authority shall make to the city, county, state, or other politica
subdi vi si on, reasonabl e rei nbursenents of its fair share of the cost of
such inprovenent or facility or reasonable paynents for services
provi ded. In no event may any reinbursenent for costs exceed the
anount that would otherwi se be levied as an annual tax of such city,
county, state, or political subdivision upon the property if it were
not exenpt nor may any paynents for services exceed paynents made by
ot her individual |owincone users for the sanme services.

(2) To qualify for exenption under this section, the tribal
government, tribal housing authority, or intertribal housing authority
shall notify the county assessor of property that may qualify for
exenption under this section, and of any change in status of the
property, on fornms prescribed by the departnment and signed by an
aut hori zed agent of the tribal government, tribal housing authority, or
intertribal housing authority.

(3) This section only applies to property that woul d ot herw se be
subject to tax under this title.

(4) As used in this section:

(a) "Tribal governnent" nmeans the governing body of a federally
recogni zed I ndian tribe.

(b) "Tribal nenber" neans an enrolled nenber of a federally
recogni zed I ndian tribe.

(c) "Tribal housing authority" neans the tribal governnment or an
agency or branch of the tribal governnent which operates and
adm ni sters housing progranms for tribal nenbers who are considered
persons of | ow incone.
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(d) "Intertribal housing authority" nmeans a housing authority
created by a consortiumof tribal governnents to operate and adm ni ster
housi ng prograns for and on behal f of such tri bes.

(e) "Indian reservation" neans all lands within the exterior
boundari es of an Indian reservation.

(f) "Trust land" means |lands held by the federal governnent in
trust for a tribe and under the jurisdiction of the tribal governnent.

(g) "Indian housing service area" nmeans the service area desi gnat ed
and approved by the federal governnent as the geographical area and
servi ce popul ati on within which and to whoma tribal governnent, tribal
housing authority, or intertribal housing authority provides its
servi ces.

(h) "Persons of Ilow incone" has the sane neaning as in RCW
35. 82. 020.

~-- END ---
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