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SENATE BI LL 5930

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Fairley, Patterson, MAuliffe, Fraser, Prentice, Costa,
Thi baudeau, Wj ahn, Spanel and Franklin

Read first tine 02/16/1999. Referred to Conmmittee on Health &
Long- Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to expanding maternity care for at-risk nothers;
addi ng new sections to chapter 74.09 RCW adding a new section to
chapter 82.04 RCW creating a new section; neking appropriations; and
provi ding an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the maternity
care access system has inproved birth outcones and reduced uni nt ended
pregnancies, contributing to the growh of a healthy and productive
society. The legislature further finds that expanding the maternity
care access systemto serve sone young children and their parents until
the childs third birthday wll further these outcones, by
strengthening at-risk famlies and lowering the incidence of child
abuse and negl ect.

The | egi sl ature recogni zes that the community as well as the state
bears the costs of wunhealthy famlies, including poor academc
achi evenment, |low productivity, crime, social service demands, and
medi cal care costs. Research denonstrates that voluntary home visiting
prograns can significantly reduce these costs.

p. 1 SB 5930



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

34
35

The legislature finds that collaboration between the state,
corporations, foundations, and individuals to encourage a nurturing
environment for child gromh and devel opnent will benefit both the
public and private sectors. The legislature further finds that a
partnership between the state and the private sector provides the
strongest foundation for strengtheni ng parent support programnms. Thus,
the legislature intends to provide a vehicle and incentives for
i ndi vi dual s, corporations, and foundations to contribute to the state’s
efforts to inprove the quality of life for children in our state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall, to the extent that funds are avail able,
extend the existing maternity care access programthat is designed to
ensure heal thy chil d devel opnent and to reduce chil d abuse and negl ect.
The program shall provide extended maternity care services to at-risk
eligible persons and their children, up to age three, to the maxi num
extent all owabl e under the nedi cal assistance program Title Xl X of the
federal social security act.

For the purposes of this act, "extended maternity care services"
means postpartum inpatient and outpatient medical care, case
managenent, and support services, which may i ncl ude heal t h assessnents,
heal th and parent education, psychol ogi cal assessnent and counseli ng,
outreach services, case nmanagenent, nutritional assessnent and
counsel ing, and transportation. Assessnent services nay be provi ded by
public health nurses or by supervised and trained |ay personnel.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 74.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall phase in the extended coverage of at-risk
children frombirth to age three by providing services in one county
with both an urban and a rural area. |In developing a plan to phase in
services, the departnent shall col |l aborate with organi zati ons concer ned
wi th and havi ng experience with maternity care, parent education, and
chil d devel opnent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 74.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:
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The departnent shall seek all necessary waivers fromthe federa
governnment to allow for the extension of the existing maternity care
access programto provide extended maternity care services to at-risk
eligible persons and their children up to age three.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 74.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The maternity care endowrent fund is established in the custody of
the state treasurer. Mneys received fromprivate donations and funds
recei ved fromother sources may be deposited into the endowrent fund.
At the request of the departnent, the treasurer shall rel ease princi pal
and earnings fromthe endowrent fund to the departnent for the services
aut hori zed wunder chapter . . ., Laws of 1999 (this act). No
appropriation is required for expenditures from the endownent fund.
The earnings on the fund shall be used solely for the purposes incl uded
in this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 82. 04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) There may be credited against the tax i nposed by this chapter,
any anount donated to the maternity care endownent fund, as created in
section 5 of this act.

(2) The credits all owed under this section shall be equal to fifty
percent of the ampbunt donated by the person or conpany subject to
taxation under this chapter. The total credits allowed under this
section shall not exceed twenty mllion dollars of credits each fiscal
year. Tax credits are available on a first-come basis. The departnent
shall keep a running total of all credits approved. | f the anount
submtted for a credit will cause the cap to be exceeded for the fiscal
year, the department shall give a partial approval of the application,
equal to the anpunt of renmaining credit available for the fiscal year.

(3) Application for credits under this section shall be nade to the
departnment in a form and manner as required by the departnent. A
person receiving approval nmust keep records necessary for the
departnment to verify eligibility under this section. A person shal
apply for the credit after making the donation.

(4) A person qualifying for the credit nust take the credit agai nst
taxes due within two years of the date of qualification, or the credit
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is no longer valid. Any unused excess credit may be carried forward to
future periods for a maxi mum of one year.

(5 The departnent shall allow accrual of tax credits to a
successor if the business or firmis sold, assigned, conveyed, or
ot herwi se transferred.

(6) No applicant is eligible for tax credits under this section in
excess of the amount of tax that would otherw se be due under this
chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. (1) The sumof . . . . . . dollars, or as
much t hereof as may be necessary, is appropriated fromthe general fund
to the departnment of health for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2000,
to carry out the purposes of this act.

(2) The sumof . . . . . . dollars, or as nmuch thereof as may be
necessary, is appropriated fromthe general fund to the departnment of
health for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2001, to carry out the
purposes of this act. Expenditures under this section may not exceed
t he anount donated to the maternity care endowrent fund established by
section 5 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. This act takes effect August 1, 1999.

~-- END ---
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