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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5950

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Committee on Health & Long-TermCare (originally sponsored by
Senators Fairley, Fraser, Thi baudeau, Kohl-Wlles and Prentice)

Read first tinme 03/03/1999.

AN ACT Relating to early hearing |oss detection, diagnosis, and
intervention; adding a new section to chapter 48.43 RCW creating new
sections; and maki ng appropriations.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the period
between birth and two to three years of age is the nost val uable tine
for |anguage devel opnent. If hearing inpaired children are not
identified early, it is difficult, if not inpossible, for many of them
to acquire the fundanental |anguage, social, and cognitive skills that
provi de the foundation for | ater schooling and success in society. The
| egislature further finds that it has been estimated that over four
hundred children will be born in Washington state with significant
hearing |l oss. The average age at which children with hearing | oss are
first identified and begin intervention in Wshington is eighteen

nmonths and is higher in rural areas. Only twenty-five percent of
children with hearing loss in Wshington are identified and are
receiving services by three years of age. Unfortunately, this

situation is nmade additionally difficult because we find that only
children and famlies living in nmetropolitan areas have access to a
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wi de range of services, including a variety of early intervention
options. The legislature further finds that |local communities want to
i nprove their early detection, diagnosis, and i ntervention services for
children with hearing loss and their famlies, but need technica
assi stance and gui dance.

It is the intent of this act to pronpbte the devel opnment of a pil ot
early hearing | oss detection, diagnosis, and intervention systeml i nked
to community resources.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 2. The departnent of health shall establish ten
early hearing |loss detection, diagnosis, and intervention pilot
prograns |inked to conmunity resources t hroughout Washi ngt on, i ncl udi ng
metropolitan and rural areas. The departnent of health early hearing
| oss detection, diagnosis, and intervention pilot prograns shall ensure
the foll ow ng:

(1) Al newborn infants shall be screened for hearing | oss by three
nmonths of age in the area identified as the pilot program catchnent
area by the departnent of health;

(2) Screening should occur prior to hospital discharge at the tine
of birth, with coordination to screen honme births;

(3) Al infants who fail the screen shall be di agnosed for hearing
| oss by six nonths of age; and

(4) That appropriate intervention is provided to all infants who
are diagnosed with significant hearing |oss.

The departnent of health may receive gifts, grants, or endowrents
from public or private sources that are nade fromtinme to tine, in
trust or otherwise, for the use and benefit of the purposes of the
pilot progranms created in this section and spend gifts, grants, or
endownents or incone fromthe public or private sources according to
their terns, unless the receipt of the gifts, grants, or endowrents
vi ol ates RCW 42.17. 710.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The departnent of health shall establish a
stat e-w de advi sory conm ttee of consuners, and nedi cal, audi ol ogy, and
educati onal professionals to provide guidance and assistance in the
desi gn, devel opnent, and i npl enentation of the pilot programcreated in
section 2 of this act. The departnent of health in coordination with
t he advisory board shall: (1) Develop a strategy to identify best
practices standards for the pilot program (2) devel op an educati onal
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conponent to informthe appropri ate professional nedical conunities of
the value of the pilot program and (3) inplenent a systemto eval uate
the outconme of the pilot program based on perfornmance standards.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 4. The departnent of health shall report to the
appropriate comnmttees of the |legislature on the progress of the pil ot
program created in section 2 of this act by January 1, 2000, and
provide a final report by Decenber 12, 2001.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) The sumof four hundred ninety thousand
dollars, or as much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1999, from the general fund to the
departnent of health for the purposes of this act.

(2) The sum of two hundred sixty thousand dollars, or as much
t hereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2000, fromthe general fund to the departnent of health for
t he purposes of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 48.43 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) For purposes of this section, "health carrier”™ or "carrier"
means disability insurers regul ated under chapter 48.20 or 48.21 RCW
health care services contractors regul ated under chapter 48.44 RCW
heal t h mai ntenance organi zations regul ated under chapter 48.46 RCW
pl ans operating under the health care authority under chapter 41.05
RCW the state health i nsurance pool operating under chapter 48.41 RCW
and insuring entities regulated under this chapter.

(2) Every health carrier that provides coverage for child birth

services shall include as a part of its coverage hearing | 0ss screeni ng
for newborns. Hearing | oss screening services shall include:

(a) Screening for hearing loss for all newborn infants prior to
di scharge fromthe hospital, and by three nonths of age for all infants
born at hone;

(b) Diagnosis for all infants who are determ ned to have inpaired
hearing to take place by six nonths of age; and

(c) Appropriate intervention for all infants who are di agnosed with

significant hearing | oss.
(3) Every health carrier nust provide notice to policyhol ders
regardi ng the coverage required under this section. The notice nust be
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inwiting and nust be transmtted at the earliest of the next mailing
to the policyholder, the yearly sumary of benefits sent to the
pol i cyhol der, or January 1lst of the next year follow ng the effective
date of this section.

(4) Al health plans issued or renewed after July 1, 1999, are
required to be in accordance with this section.

~-- END ---
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