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S-1405.1

SENATE BI LL 5952

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Bauer and W nsl ey

Read first tine 02/17/1999. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to the conpact for education; and adding a new
chapter to Title 28A RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The conpact for education is hereby entered
into with all jurisdictions joining therein, in the formas foll ows:
COVPACT FOR EDUCATI ON
ARTI CLE | - - PURPOSE AND PQOLI CY
A. It is the purpose of this conpact to:

1. Establish and mintain close cooperation and
understanding anong executive, legislative, professiona
educational and lay |eadership on a nationw de basis at the
State and | ocal Ievels.

2. Provide a forum for the discussion, devel opnent,
crystallization and reconmendat i on of public policy
alternatives in the field of education.

3. Provide a clearinghouse of information on matters
relating to educational problenms and how they are being net in
di fferent places throughout the Nation, so that the executive
and |egislative branches of State Governnent and of |ocal
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communi ties may have ready access to the experience and record
of the entire country, and so that both |lay and professional
groups in the field of education may have additional avenues
for the sharing of experience and the interchange of ideas in
the formation of public policy in education.

4. Facilitate the inprovenent of State and |ocal
educati onal systens so that all of themw ||l be able to neet
adequate and desirable goals in a society which requires
continuous qualitative and quantitative advance i n educati onal
opportunities, nethods and facilities.

It is the policy of this conpact to encourage and pronote | ocal and
State initiative in the devel opnment, mai ntenance, inprovenent and
adm ni stration of educational systens and institutions in a manner
which will accord with the needs and advant ages of diversity anong
localities and States.

The party States recogni ze that each of themhas an interest in the
quality and quantity of education furnished in each of the other
States, as well as in the excellence of its own educati onal systens
and institutions, because of the highly nobile character of
individuals within the Nation, and because the products and
services contributing to the health, welfare and economc
advancenent of each State are supplied in significant part by
persons educated in other States.

ARTI CLE || -- STATE DEFI NED
As used in this Conpact, "State" nmeans a State, territory, or

possession of the United States, the District of Colunbia, or the
Comonweal th of Puerto Rico.

A

ARTICLE I'I1--THE COW SSI ON
The Education Comm ssion of the States, hereinafter called "the
Comm ssion", is hereby established. The Conm ssion shall consi st
of seven nenbers representing each party State. One of such

menbers shall be the Governor; two shall be nenbers of the State
| egislature selected by its respective houses and serving in such

manner as the legislature my determne; and four shall be
appoi nted by and serve at the pleasure of the Governor, unless the
laws of the State otherw se provide. If the laws of a State

prevent |egislators from serving on the Conm ssion, six nenbers
shall be appointed and serve at the pleasure of the Governor,
unl ess the | aws of the State otherwi se provide. In addition to any
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other principles or requirements which a State may establish for
t he appoi ntnent and service of its nenbers of the Conm ssion, the
guiding principle for the conposition of the menbership on the
Comm ssion from each party State shall be that the nenbers
representing such State, shall, by virtue of their training,
experience, know edge or affiliations bein a position collectively
to reflect broadly the interests of the State Governnent, higher
education, the state education system |ocal education, lay and
prof essional, public and nonpublic educational | eadership. o
t hose appointees, one shall be the head of a state agency or
institution, designated by the Governor, having responsibility for
one or nore prograns of public education. In addition to the
menbers of the Comm ssion representing the party States, there may
be not to exceed ten nonvoting Conm ssioners selected by the
steering commttee for terns of one year. Such Comm ssi oners shal
represent | eadi ng national organizations of professional educators
or persons concerned with educational adm nistration.

The nmenbers of the Comm ssion shall be entitled to one vote each on
t he Conmm ssi on. No action of the Comm ssion shall be binding
unl ess taken at a neeting at which a mgjority of the total nunber
of votes on the Conmm ssion are cast in favor thereof. Action of
the Comm ssion shall be only at a neeting at which a majority of
t he Comm ssioners are present. The Comm ssion shall neet at | east
once a year. In its bylaws, and subject to such directions and
limtations as may be contained therein, the Conm ssion may
del egate the exercise of any of its powers to the steering
commttee or the Executive Director, except for the power to
approve budgets or requests for appropriations, the power to nake
policy recomrendati ons pursuant to Article IV and adoption of the
annual report pursuant to Article I11(J).

The Conmm ssion shall have a seal

The Conmm ssion shall elect annually, from anong its nenbers, a
chair, who shall be a Governor, a vice-chair and a treasurer. The
Comm ssion shall provide for the appointnent of an executive
director. Such executive director shall serve at the pleasure of
the Conm ssion, and together with the treasurer and such other
personnel as the Conm ssion may deemappropri ate shall be bonded in
such anmount as the Comm ssion shall determ ne. The executive
director shall be secretary.
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I rrespective of the civil service, personnel or other nerit system
| aws of any of the party States, the executive director subject to
the approval of the steering conmttee shall appoint, renove or
di scharge such personnel as may be necessary for the performance of
the functions of the Comm ssion, and shall fix the duties and
conpensati on of such personnel. The Comm ssioninits bylaws shal
provi de for the personnel policies and prograns of the Comm ssion.
The Comm ssion may borrow, accept or contract for the services of
personnel from any party jurisdiction, the United States, or any
subdi vi sion or agency of the aforenentioned governnents, or from
any agency of two or nore of the party jurisdictions or their
subdi vi si ons.
The Conm ssion may accept for any of its purposes and functions
under this conpact any and all donations, and grants of noney,
equi pnent, supplies, materials and services, conditional or
otherwise, from any State, the United States, or any other
governnental agency, or from any person, firm association,
foundati on, or corporation, and nay receive, utilize and di spose of
t he sane. Any donation or grant accepted by the Conm ssion
pursuant to this paragraph or services borrowed pursuant to
paragraph (F) of this Article shall be reported in the annual
report of the Comm ssion. Such report shall include the nature,
anount and conditions, if any, of the donation, grant, or services
borrowed, and the identity of the donor or |ender.
The Comm ssi on may establish and maintain such facilities as may be
necessary for the transacting of its business. The Conm ssion may
acquire, hold, and convey real and personal property and any
i nterest therein.
The Comm ssion shall adopt bylaws for the conduct of its business
and shall have the power to anmend and rescind these bylaws. The
Comm ssion shall publish its bylaws in convenient form and shal
file a copy thereof and a copy of any amendnent thereto, with the
appropriate agency or officer in each of the party States.
The Comm ssion annually shall nmake to the Governor and | egi sl ature
of each party State a report covering the activities of the
Comm ssion for the preceding year. The Comm ssion may nmake such
additional reports as it nay deem desirable.

ARTI CLE | V- - PONERS
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In addition to authority conferred on the Conm ssion by other
provi sions of the conpact, the Comm ssion shall have authority to:

1. Collect, correlate, analyze and interpret information and data
concerni ng educati onal needs and resources.

2. Encourage and foster research in all aspects of education, but
with special reference to the desirable scope of instruction,
organi zation, adm nistration, and instructional nmethods and standards
enpl oyed or suitable for enploynent in public educational systens.

3. Devel op proposal s for adequate financi ng of educati on as a whol e
and at each of its many |evels.

4. Conduct or participate in research of the types referred to in
this Article in any instance where the Comm ssion finds that such
research i s necessary for the advancenent of the purposes and policies
of this conpact, utilizing fully the resources of nationa
associ ations, regional conpact organi zati ons for higher education, and
ot her agencies and institutions, both public and private.

5. Fornul ate suggested policies and plans for the inprovenent of
public education as a whole, or for any segnent thereof, and make
recommendations with respect thereto available to the appropriate
governnental units, agencies and public officials.

6. Do such other things as may be necessary or incidental to the
adm nistration of any of its authority or functions pursuant to this
conpact .

ARTI CLE V- - COOPERATI ON W TH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

A If the laws of the United States specifically so provide, or if
admnistrative provision is made therefor within the Federal
Governnent, the United States may be represented on the Comm ssion
by not to exceed ten representatives. Any such representative or
representatives of the United States shall be appointed and serve
in such manner as may be provided by or pursuant to Federal | aw,
and may be drawn from any one or nore branches of the Federa
Governnment, but no such representative shall have a vote on the
Comm ssi on.

B. The Comm ssion may provide i nformati on and make recommendations to
any executive or legislative agency or officer of the Federal
Government concerning the common educational policies of the
States, and may advise wth any such agencies or officers
concerning any matter of nutual interest.
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ARTI CLE VI - - COW TTEES

To assist in the expeditious conduct of its business when the ful
Comm ssion is not neeting, the Comm ssion shall elect a steering
commttee of thirty-two nenbers which, subject to the provisions of
this conpact and consistent with the policies of the Conm ssion,
shal | be constituted and function as provided in the bylaws of the
Comm ssion. One-fourth of the voting menbership of the steering
commttee shall consist of Governors, one-fourth shall consist of
Legi slators, and the remai nder shall consist of other nmenbers of
the Comm ssion. A Federal representative on the Comm ssion may
serve with the steering commttee, but w thout vote. The voting
menbers of the steering commttee shall serve for ternms of two
years, except that nmenbers elected to the first steering commttee
of the Comm ssion shall be elected as follows: Sixteen for one
year and sixteen for two years. The chair, vice-chair, and
treasurer of the Conmm ssion shall be nenbers of the steering
coonmittee and, anything in this paragraph to the contrary
notw t hstandi ng, shall serve during their continuance in these
of fices. Vacancies in the steering commttee shall not affect its
authority to act, but the Comm ssion at its next regularly ensuing
meeting follow ng the occurrence of any vacancy shall fill it for
the unexpired term No person shall serve nore than two terns as
a nenber of the steering commttee; provided that service for a
partial term of one year or l|less shall not be counted toward the
two termlimtation

The Comm ssion may establish advisory and technical commttees
conposed of State, local, and Federal officials, and private
persons to advise it with respect to any one or nore of its
functions. Any advisory or technical commttee may, on request of
the States concerned, be established to consider any matter of
special concernto two or nore of the party States. The Conm ssion
may establish such additional commttees as its byl aws may provi de.
The Conmm ssion may establish such additional conmttees as its
byl aws may provi de.

ARTI CLE VI | - - FI NANCE

The Conmm ssion shall advise the Governor or designated officer or
officers of each party State of its budget and estimated
expendi tures for such period as nmay be required by the | aws of that
party State. Each of the Comm ssion’s budgets of estimated
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expendi tures shall contain specific recommendati ons of the anmount
or anpbunts to be appropriated by each of the party States.
The total anobunt of appropriation requests under any budget shal
be apportioned anong the party States. In making such
apportionment, the Conm ssion shall devise and enploy a formula
whi ch takes equitable account of the popul ations and per capita
inconme | evels of the party States.
The Comm ssion shall not pledge the credit of any party States.
The Comm ssion may neet any of its obligations in whole or in part
with funds available to it pursuant to Article 111 (G of this
conpact, provided that the Comm ssion takes specific action setting
aside such funds prior to incurring an obligation to be net in
whol e or in part in such manner. Except where the Comm ssi on nmakes
use of funds available to it pursuant to Article I11(G thereof,
the Comm ssion shall not incur any obligation prior to the
al l otment of funds by the party States adequate to neet the sane.
The Comm ssion shall keep accurate accounts of all receipts and
di sbursenents. The recei pts and di sbursenents of the Comm ssion
shal | be subject to the audit and accounti ng procedures established
by its bylaws. However, all receipts and disbursenents of funds
handl ed by the Comm ssion shall be audited yearly by a qualified
public accountant, and the report of the audit shall be included in
and becone part of the annual reports of the Conmm ssion.
The accounts of the Comm ssion shall be open at any reasonable tine
for inspection by duly constituted officers of the party States and
by any persons authorized by the Conmm ssion.
Not hi ng cont ai ned herein shall be construed to prevent Conm ssion
conpliance with laws relating to audit or inspection of accounts by
or on behal f of any governnment contributing to the support of the
Comm ssi on.

ARTI CLE VII|--ELI A BLE PARTIES; ENTRY | NTO AND W THDRAWAL
This conpact shall have as eligible parties all States,
Territories, and Possessions of the United States, the District of
menbers of the Comm ssion fromhis or her State, and shall provide
to the Conm ssion an equitable share of the financial support of
t he Comm ssion fromany source available to himor her.
Any state or other eligible jurisdiction may enter into this
conpact and it shall becone binding thereon when it has adopted the
sane: Provided that in order to enter into initial effect,
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34
35
36
37

adoption by at least ten eligible party jurisdictions shall be

required.
C. Adoption of the conpact may be either by enactnment thereof or by
adherence thereto by the Governor; provided that in the absence of
enact nent, adherence by the Governor shall be sufficient to nake
his State a party only until Decenber 31, 1967. During any period
when a State is participating in this conpact through gubernatori al
action, the Governor shall appoint those persons who, in addition
to hinmself, shall serve as the nenbers of the Comm ssion fromhis
or her State, and shall provide to the Conm ssion an equitable
share of the financial support of the Conm ssion from any source
avai l able to himor her.
Except for a wthdrawal effective on Decenber 31, 1967, in
accordance with paragraph C of this Article, any party State may
withdraw from this conpact by enacting a statute repealing the
sanme, but no such withdrawal shall take effect until one year after
t he Governor of the wthdrawi ng State has given notice in witing
of the wwthdrawal to the Governors of all other party States. No
w thdrawal shall affect any liability already incurred by or
chargeable to a party State prior to the tinme of such w thdrawal .

ARTI CLE | X- - CONSTRUCTI ON AND SEVERABI LI TY

Thi s conpact shall be liberally construed so as to effectuate the
pur poses thereof. The provisions of this conpact shall be severable
and if any phrase, clause, sentence or provision of this conpact is
declared to be contrary to the constitution of any State or of the
United States, or the application thereof to any Governnment, agency,
person or circunstance is held invalid, the validity of the remainder
of this conpact and the applicability thereof to any Governnent,
agency, person or circunstance shall not be affected thereby. If this
conpact shall be held contrary to the constitution of any State
participating therein, the conpact shall remain in full force and
effect as to the State affected as to all severable matters.

o

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The seven nenbers of the education
comm ssion of the states representing the state of Wshington are
designated or shall be appointed as follows: (1) The governor; (2) a
menber of the senate appointed by the president; (3) a nenber of the
house of representatives appointed by the speaker; and (4) four nmenbers
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appoi nted by the governor. Appointnents shall be nade in accordance
with the guiding principles set forthin Article I11(A) of the conpact.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The term of the nenbers appointed by the
presi dent and t he speaker shall be dependent upon continued nmenbership
i n the house fromwhi ch appoi nted and shall expire upon the adj our nnment
sine die of the regular session of the legislature during an odd-
nunbered year next succeeding the appointnment of such nenber.
Vacanci es occurring during the termshall be filled for the unexpired
term by the appointnent of a successor in the sanme manner as for the
vacati ng nmenber. Menbers appointed by the governor shall serve at the
governor’s pl easure.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The governor or a nenber designated by the
governor shall be chair of the nenbers of the comm ssion representing
this state.

The conm ssioners shall cooperate with all public and private
entities having an interest in educational matters.

The comm ssioners may enploy such professional, technical and
clerical assistance as may be required to aid them in carrying out
their functions in this chapter prescribed.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. Each nmenber of the conm ssion fromthe state
of Washi ngton shall be paid, fromfunds appropriated by the | egi sl ature
of the state of Wshington for that purpose, travel expenses in
accordance with RCW 43.03.050 and 43.03.060. Such nenber may,
regardl ess of any charter or statutory provision to the contrary, be an
of ficer or enployee hol di ng anot her public position.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 6. There is hereby granted to the conm ssi oners
representing this state all the powers provided for in said conpact and
all powers necessary or incidental to the carrying out of said conpact
in every particul ar.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 7. All officers of this state are hereby
authorized and directed to do all things, falling within their
respective provinces and jurisdiction, necessary to or incidental to
the carrying out of the conpact for education in every particular. All
of ficers, bureaus, departnents and persons of and in the governnent or
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admnistration of this state are hereby authorized and directed, at
conveni ent tinmes and upon the request of the comm ssioners representing
this state, to furnish the education comnmssion with infornmation and
dat a possessed by themor any of them and to aid the comm ssion by any
means lying within their |egal powers respectively.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. Pursuant to Article Il11(1) of the conpact,
the commssion shall file a copy of its bylaws and any anendnent
thereto with the secretary of state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. Sections 1 through 8 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 28A RCW

~-- END ---
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