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SENATE BI LL 5954

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Kline, Ei de and Thi baudeau; by request of Departnent of
Soci al and Heal th Services

Read first tine 02/17/1999. Referred to Conmmittee on Health &
Long- Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to torts commtted against recipients of state
assi stance; and anendi ng RCW 43. 20B. 070.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW43.20B. 070 and 1990 ¢ 100 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) An attorney representing a person who, as a result of injuries
or illness sustained through the negligence or wong of another, has
received, is receiving, or has applied to receive assistance under
chapter 74.09 RCW or residential care provided by the departnent at a
hospital for the nmentally ill or habilitative care center for the
devel opnental | y di sabl ed, shall

(()) (a) Notify the departnent at the tinme of filing any claim
against a third party, comencing an action at |aw, negotiating a
settlenment, or accepting a settlenent offer fromthe tort feasor or the
tort feasor’s insurer, or both; and

((2)) (b) Gve the departnent thirty days’ notice before any
judgnent, award, or settlenment may be satisfied in any action or any
claim by the applicant or recipient to recover damages for such
injuries or illness.
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(2) The proceeds fromany recovery made pursuant to any action or

cl aim described in RCW 43. 20B. 060 t hat

is necessary to fully satisfy

the departnent’s |lien against recovery

shall be placed in a trust

account or inthe reqgistry of the court until the departnent’s lien is

sati sfi ed.

--- END ---
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