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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5957

St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmmttee on Agriculture & Rural Econom c Devel opnent
(originally sponsored by Senators Johnson, B. Shel don, McDonal d, Hal e,
Decci o, Costa, Wjahn and Roach)

Read first tinme 03/03/1999.

AN ACT Relating to food |abeling; creating new sections; and
provi di ng an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The legislature finds that retaining and
enhancing economc viability of farns is vital to inproving the
prosperity of our rural econom es. The legislature finds that farm
land will not be retained unless farm ng operations are profitable. In
order to inprove the profitability of farms, market demand for the
agricultural products needs to be enhanced.

The legislature further finds that consuners are increasingly
concerned about the variety of growing conditions, additives, and
residues that may result from food growh and production nethods in
ot her countries and are demandi ng nore i nformati on about the country of
origin of the food products they consune.

The purpose of this act is to explore ways to inprove consuner
i nformati on, consuner choice, and market demand for donestically grown
agricultural products, including a "G own in Wshi ngton" pronotional
program and country of origin |abeling.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) Afood labeling task force is created.
The task force shall be conprised of fourteen nenbers, who are
appoi nted as foll ows:

(a) Two nenbers of the house of representatives, one from each
maj or caucus, appointed by the co-speakers of the house of
representatives;

(b) Two nenbers of the senate, one from each nmjor caucus,
appoi nted by the president of the senate;

(c) Arepresentative of the departnment of agricul ture, appointed by
the director of agriculture;

(d) A representative of fruit growers, appointed by agreenent of
the co-speakers of the house of representatives and the president of
t he senate;

(e) Arepresentative of vegetable growers, appointed by agreenent
of the co-speakers of the house of representatives and t he president of
t he senate;

(f) Arepresentative of nmeat producers, appointed by agreenent of
the co-speakers of the house of representatives and the president of
t he senate;

(g) Arepresentative of poultry producers, appointed by agreenent
of the co-speakers of the house of representatives and t he president of
t he senate;

(h) Arepresentative of fish growers, appointed by agreenment of the
co- speakers of the house of representatives and the president of the
senat e;

(i) Arepresentative of food retail ers, appointed by agreenent of
the co-speakers of the house of representatives and the president of
t he senate;

(j) Arepresentative of food whol esal ers, appoi nted by agreenent of
the co-speakers of the house of representatives and the president of
t he senate;

(k) Arepresentative of food manufacturers, appointed by agreenent
of the co-speakers of the house of representatives and t he president of
t he senate; and

(I') Arepresentative of the dairy industry appointed by the dairy
products comm ssi on.

(2) The task force shall convene as soon as possible upon
appoi ntnent of its nmenbers. The task force shall elect a chair and
adopt rules for conducting the business of the task force. The house
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of representatives office of program research and senate commttee
services shall provide staff support for the task force.

(3) The task force shall conduct an inquiry into and, by Decenber
10, 1999, nmeke recommendations to the |egislature regarding:

(a) Country of origin labeling, for retail sale to the ultinate
consuner, of agricultural products including bulk fruits and
veget abl es, neats, poultry, fish, and m |k products; and

(b) The feasibility of developing a "Gown in Wshington”
pronoti onal program for agricultural products produced in WAshi ngton
state.

(4) This section expires Decenber 31, 1999.

~-- END ---
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